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<ABSTRACT>

From Educational Autonomy to Autonomous Education
: Exploring Educational Decentralization and Localization through
Debates on Constitutional Decentralization Reform

Chae, Hee-Tae

This study critically analyzes the historical formation and structural paradoxes
of educational autonomy (gyoyuk jachi, 2t& B78) in South Korea and proposes a
paradigm shift toward autonomous education (jachi gyoyuk, E74%3). South
Korea's educational autonomy is rooted in "educational exceptionalism" introduced
under the U.S. Military Government following liberation from colonial rule. Its three
constitutional principles—autonomy, professionalism, and political neutrality—were
incorporated into the Constitution through the intersection of coup regimes'
political imperatives and the institutional demands of the educational sector.

This system reveals three structural paradoxes: subsumption by market logic,
acceleration of regional depopulation, and failure to respond to the rapidly changing
learning landscape in the age of artificial intelligence. While autonomy and
professionalism have become hollowed out, political neutrality persists—contrary to
its original intent—as a provision depriving teachers of their fundamental political
rights. The restoration of these rights must proceed in tandem with a critical
re-examination of the constitutional privileges constructed under educational
exceptionalism.

This study therefore proposes redefining the unit of educational responsibility
from large administrative districts to citizens' actual living spheres
(saenghwalgyeon), and argues for a transition from expert-centered governance
toward community-led autonomous education—dismantling institutional closure

and reconstructing citizen-led educational governance.

Keywords : educational autonomy, autonomous education, educational

exceptionalism, self-referentiality, localization of education
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