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FA| @Azl de] HE JE Ven XC Intro to Pure Land
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/dl.chanPure
Land.org/media/FoQi/FoQi SYH 140517--VenXC--Intro_2_ Pure

Land.mp3
72 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCCII5-BXwQ

Tonight is Ru Jing's turn to speak Dharma. That is what the
Microphone is for. She said 4 o'clock, this afternoon when we
were reciting the Buddha's name, all of sudden, this small bird,

sparrows there were making a lot of noises. They seemed to be

very happy.

o5 e 2o YT Aelz, vhelar oldhd Ut vk 2y
b el e oF axe] AR W, LA o AL A, Ao} o
3 AT TE ek 93 BEe nodele sha Yavc

I said what were you doing, looking at birds? You were supposed
to reciting the Buddha's name. Actually, this afternoon, believe it
or not, some people did very well. Even though very few people
came, but they recited very well. Vietnamese, you need

Vietnamese. No, you don't need Vietnamese.
= A BEYzt S Bopa? dEsioRr] A 25 e dE 1

At oA BE ARl o3 AMEUT £ ARE ofF A9
B, Qe o YL FAL d=gel (5ol Bagrter
Do gleke olz?

So it turns out that I started giving you the second installment
that Lu Mountain recitation Dharma door, and the reason being

that if you do it together, it works very fast.

2 Wizh ojegelA = oA F2ke), oatab dElEe AAEE
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So for example, today, a few people entered Samadhi already.
That's very remarkable, how quickly it is. I used to remember,

was at my prior place where I was apprentice, I was a novice
monk with you know, with take a long time before you enter it.

Because they don't do it the way we do.

A5 EolA, o5 2E AHEL olv] Avld ST B w
E2 ofF =Y 2 E W 71gezs Wt Anlsez Aol 99l
d el (deiell) S217k2] ofF 3 Ajztel At e 2
=< 27t e HE skz] 7] Wy ek

So it's a pleasure to be able to practice reciting the Buddha's
name together because in 1 day a time, my head is cleared.
People don't appreciate how wonderful the Buddha recitation
Dharma door. Anyway, so what do you want to talk about
tonight? Any questions? Anything you would like to bring up

besides the small birds?
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(Vietnamese) We had a participant who's Spanish speaking. I
think that's the first time. This is the very first time that we
have a Spanish speaking person. I think Anna was here before,

wasn't she? No? No, no, no, no, the other one. No?

(M=ol HF) 2dde] FAE At dEe. 22 A e,
soQlel e ARRe ALY Aot Gt dgd A 2ed,

ofd7he? ohieln, of et Rolehn?
She said this lady here, the Spanish speaking lady here that even

though her Chinese pronouncitation is not very accurate but it

_'IO_



turns out that she keeps the beat, huh. Is it what she means?
She keeps the pace very well, very nice. So it's like a gift. She's

gifted to doing that. It's nice.

2Yzp ekl ofr] ol
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23 Zolglvar? 2zt Holas o A ZatetAl fFARE A

o 22 27 ehnd Az, 22 shed, AR,
But she can't keep up, right? Most people can't keep up our
schedule. The majority of people, we are way too intense. Maybe
next time we do half way only. We recite the half of the time
and we take the break. Umm?

shz2rb 2y e Al&shrl Zgloha, shve? difi Aol 2] 27
=< uhetebzl 2 diRE ARE2L. R

&, ofn} ofg Wel= AbRk dztmbe "k QESIR wE2 43
It seems like I don't know about the other places, but it seems
like everyone is afraid to get tired. I'm so tired. Now I have half
a day, I'm tired already. The pace we go through is pretty intense.
Rather unusual. It is a pleasure actually to be able to concentrate
in our practice. Not worry about other things because it's really a
blessing that we are able to have everything we need to cultivate
without depending on anything else.

G e 2e REAW BE o)So] mRelA: 2 Fesis 3

Ye waal, whb Alged wa see). $eli) A

[t makes me feel humble because I realize the people who come

here they have to work hard, they have to struggle. And to good
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work and so on, here we are practicing and live pure life. It is a
lot of blessings when you think about it. That's why we should

be appreciative and humble.

de] slfof o, = 2FEF Mo ghohe AL dHAE 7] & £
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Yotol AASA Aelvch AAHEE 27 GG Balc o)
=] +

Therefore we should work a little bit harder. You know, down the
road, more people will be aware of us and will come. We'll be as
peaceful, as pure way place. Because a lot of people will come

and have a lot more distraction, they will make a lot more

demands.

22 f2le 23 o GAle] sfoprt @t oj2E JFd=, o @
e oj5o] $22 @ s} & AU ol HEFL AT =3
ol = Zuct ofvfd gk o]Fo] & ol o gwro] Abgbar o),

Ok, so this is our time to work hard and I hope to be able to
keep this place and as small place where people can come, people
who are serious about cultivation will come and practice. We
teach people how to practice, how to do it, the proper way.

ool 2o $ele @45 T ulols] Se] A4 AFE] 9
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[ want you to know that, even this afternoon I notice that there
are a few people who came and that's the first time that
participate in the opening day of the Fo Qi. So I taught them the
recitation method and even though their Kung Fu is not very high
but towards the end, they caught on and they got it.

e ool dkerd el &5 oFo v HE AR E] A%
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The last time we did it, the first ?installment I taught FoQi,

took people about 2, 3 days before they got it. Today is only the
first day and new person got it already. That's pretty impressive.
Very very impressive. It's not something we will, I will teach on

the Internet.

A el 27 e W, Wt 220 A uA e ey W, 2
So] whetslo)zka) oF 2, 3de] AFHU T exe AIUYHE Mg
HEZo] W Lot #) aArA Ut o} ofF oAbl ) o
e Wk AElelAq shzalee 2 e obdyt

Why not? Because if I propagate too much, the other people
imitate it and they claim that they understand it. But they don't
understand, there’s a process behind it. There's an environment

where proper environment the practice will show fruition very

quickly.

o) oh)z? shuet Wb U Amel, b2 olSe] 24 muetn
27150l 24 olsi et Aok shrRk 252 2 o 574
Aol qleke g ofdl ZFvch AE ofF wWEA Hopd Fe
she @] gdeke 2 el

Ok, alright. That's the most important thing that I want to tell
you tonight. I don't know anything else would like to speak. We
have the young one here who's gonna become fully ordained
Bhikshu very soon. Let him speak the Pure Land Dharma door for

change. Won't you come up here and speak Dharma for the

Assembly.
oAl 5ot Wb 25 W offRdA chrlst A sh e
A 27veh 2] olobrlatn e A dexl Redde ol
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You can speak in Vietnamese, I will translate. There you go. Do
we have the extra lapelle microphone in the portable boxes,
cases? Even things in the boxes, we use it rarely at all? Really? I
will ask my contractor and see if they can fix it. Or buy new
one. I've been using this one for 5, 7 years ago. Long long time
ago, it's not bad.

W Edo]z wetd ot Edssu o 22 o]FA vtao) 2t o}
o2 o zieter wad oE AE F AS
2l 7hs3tz], obd A A A d=talEA. o)A
], 22 AT, vl elof
[VXC speaking Vietnamese, master translation/ Homage to the
permanently dwelling Triple Jewel of the ten directions, homage to
Shakyamuni Buddha, homage to Amitabha Buddha. Homage to all
patriarchs.

[312] reago] wlEgolz ety Jstayo] FASHA] o7 ARA

AL R ASPRUR U obslehE U odoiza)

As per the boss's instruction, I will share my Pure Land
cultivation experience that I've had since 1965. Before 1975, 1
didn't know anything about Buddhism. But when I was about to
enter the labor camp, I was taught the Pure Land Dharma door. I
was told that Amitabha Buddha's 18" vow is that if you recite
Amitabha Buddha's name 10 times, at the time of death, the
Buddha will come and bring him to the Pure Land. So this is for
the interest to him because he figured that to go to labor camp,

chances are that he will not make it.

Baol 240 wel, 19658 Ao} FEe AR 9 AR e
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7t ggael Eoizbr] Aol AEREel sl iz, ofwlEp A
o] 18 AL ofn]elRAH o] = il 2
o] LA AHE=Z drtalctn EYF U 2iA 27 8] B
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So what did he do? Everyday he started reciting the Buddha's
name 10 times exactly, that’s it. Right? So everyday, this man is
very efficient. Just like the Americans. The Buddha said you recite
my name 10 times, recite 10 times, that's it.

2= # ve? dd 2e FFs] 109 dEs7] ARG A
ARt ghvhe? a3 o] gaks &Y nlaelxde
Al W olE 108 el ek siA 10 dEe 2 AR
r,}_

You should translate for her, instead of sitting there in Samadhi.
And so he kept reciting for 3 months. And he dreamt of
Amitabha Buddha coming for him after 3 months. Never read,
never saw any books or Sutras about the Amitabha, just a typical,
my editorial comment. Just typical person who's too busy working
out there, who would have time to look into Buddhism?

s 717] ghobAl Abmliel Eof lz2] 2R 2UE el FYeliorr]. o
A 2= 3 ZF et 2ee 30HE Fo O}le} F2d

207 QA= B Futl oln]E

} 2 f =
QA= BAE ggn, WYY 7 AW, B Selsusld, 1y
QebolE o pgaol GE AP ASENY TG 2ol

So after he dreamt of Amitabha Buddha, he stopped being afraid
of death. So what happened is that even though the what he

learned is that the Amitabha is still rethorical from the books
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even though he never saw books, people just told him about it,

he believed it.

224 25} ofelel BAY B TR AL, 2k 282 Fged
3k Fe do] dojy Zeluf s, 2k ofalel Rade] Aol
At Qe £4A EAD @A 222 2k Holke U B
A A, AFEL 24 26lA d2lE HRe B, 2k 2

With Amitabha appearing in his dream, he believed, he started
believing it's gotta be real. Because otherwise why would the
Buddha appeared in his dream? So back then, before entering the
labor camp, he brought 5 anti-diarrhea pills in the labor camp,
that's a serious issue. Because you have diarrhea, quite a lot of
people have diarrhea and when they have diarrhea, they usually

die from Diarrhea.

ofnlel 2ol Fol yEhtAL 2 20 Axdel Sl
7l AU En & 23 ®eke FAdo] gl Geidzlsynt? 2
A 2 pgadd Solrhr] Ao 2g fEad AAA 5dE A
Azkgdeh 22 AR FAIAYEL divid Al A g o
So] B AxE S5

So there’'s a man who had a diarrhea and wait a minute. I'm
supposed to have a break. How come I translate for him. Hmm.
It's not right. So there’s a man who had diarrhea, so he gave all
his 5 pills, diarrhea pills to this guy.

Sel AARgel 2] ARl Qgledl. RAR, GE 4E Azl

N—

il b
Yobr. Wt ) 22 9l Bede wE Aok E ol £ dof 2
A Aapgel AR Abgel Al 27b 2 AR sYe F UG E

He said somehow his seeing Amitabha Buddha, that dream helped
him overcome his selfishness and fear of death. RBack then, over

there are prisoner, groups of thousand prisoners in camp. And
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there's 5 camps all around. So what happened is that they swiped
camps, they moved prisoners from camp to camp. Alright.

ofmdz] 2zt ofmlel BAES Wl 2 72 ARale o7jd e S5

S TEE T Egekn ik GA, £RAE], SEa
AN 23 el £7ATo] Yeckn Puleh RRe| £G4 A AR
g 150] A RT wAE, AN AP £AAES o|5AI7)

So it was the process, so another 3 months passed after he
dreamt of the Buddha, and there’s time to change camp. All of a
sudden, there’s a man from another camp coming and asked his
name. Is that Are you Mr. so and so? I have the Shurangama
Sutra. I can lend you.

2 A, 2 BAE BE F 2] 3Hho] o ARGk oAl 2]
Bl P i e R M o P B S B [P I ) o g R R B
AT galol 7 AYU7? WA 7ol loje. Wes
b

So it's first time that he heard of Shurangama Sutra name and

o ru]m
\ O
of!

i
{

also the first time that he saw a Buddhist Sutra. Let me ask you,
you never knew the guy before? [VXC: No.] So did you ever ask
him how come you ask for me? [VXC: I don't know why I didn't
ask him but I feel, it looks like, so glad, saw Buddha before. So I
see that, maybe one of the Buddha's teachings. So I gladly take it.
So glad, I didn't ask him. Second, he is in the same camp, so
someday later, I will meet and talk to him later when we go to
the well, take the bath of shower, or kitchen or something]

27 5AAe Bole 2o Bn AWE 2 e Bolua)
AL, o] Abe Aol ] RIS [Hrx=ad ERele] 2eEiA
o) L}@Eﬂ ZojH vk oA vhE gt ot AgH Uk [HR] e

L .
AZb A vk oF W2 2R Me A FAd #e WA"E
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Fo7IMR, FAEY] A S s zh 2|l dbgreje R 2]
A 22 dstele. T oAle 22 25 el glevrt, dgsel & A2

o ZpA e i 2fel Zh v B2 of A vha] of 7"
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Oh, I see. So he never. I don't need to translate because he spoke
in English. This is what's amazing about Pure Land Dharma door.
Because if you have a faith, good things happen.

of, gk 27k dolz Yo B9 ¢ A= Hx 2 oA A
EyRo) Fehe WAk Ado] ek B2 Qo] MY

So he read 3 pages of Shurangama Sutra, he couldn’'t understand

anything so he stopped. So he asked people around, the monks in

the camp. They know 1 and pointed out to him.
2ehA 2ot 597 Al Ho)x

And they met a man about his age. He didn't even know how to
address him. So he said Mr.so and so, which is the improper way.
You should say master, but he didn't even know that. He wasn't

even sure that he's a monk, either. So he started talking to this

person.
250 2 vbo] HE Ee @ WAE WLt 258 2F ofx) 2
o SHEAlE Bakguth aejA RN, BAAG Ao,
oeje 2y olekm Bejop gtk el 2k 2Rz By
o 2b 2dAAE B2 2L 2eA 2ob o] ARelA 2
7] AA 4 o

So he asked about the Shurangama Sutra, the monk said, well,
you want to know about it, meet me at the ? court, where the
spectator sit and watch and I will talk to you. The reason I guess

is in the camp, they don't allow back then, they don't allow the
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Sutras, religious topic to be discussed. If you discuss those things,

they will punish you.

SE Al o Bagvch 2 Ade & 2R 2n gkl 2
A el bdAlch BRAS0] goba Bl voh weEdle. o
Zoz sgady gAd Aol Fadd B2 of7)ste A 3
837 Qorgileh 23 ofo)E sl 250 gAg WY e

[t turns out that this man went through 4 years of DBuddhist
university, so he’s very knowledgeable about this Buddhist teaching

and could answer all the questions he posed.

| A 22 meels 4de SRR ek 2ehA 2

C

L
.
2 k2R wig sifetn 2ob bR RE ARS HE 5 AT

So after 6 months, they went through the entire Shurangama
Sutra. The monk didn't say anything and ask someone to send
him the Dharma, the Wonderful Dharma Sutra.

6h9 Fol 250l UL 25 b ), 2 Ayo] obR % e
2, ofi ARtea 2o YEEE 2detn Asc

So he was reading the Lotus Sutra, he was so elated, so happy
that even during the day, he found time to read Lotus Sutra and
he was so happy that his teeth were clapping. He couldn't control
himself.

AT Y2 AN, YR RN, GelE A7

NN
YA o7} w4 A5 I Dackn Py

So the way it works is that since this Lotus Sutra belongs to the
monk, there's not just 1 copy. They borrowed from him and
people heard about it, they also asked to read, too. So everyone

gets 1 hour.

o] Hdi}?é% . /\1‘3] Zj.:L ]_1[:1_\:1 o]o-]\— 7]] o}lﬂp]z]-. _1:'—“:50] /\L]-E{-l—
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So the way it worked is that they would put Sutra on the, 1
person who finished it, and bring the Sutra and put it on the
mosquito net of next person. The person would read it for 1 hour
and then pass it on the next one until the last person would be,

they would return to Sutra to the mosquito net of the monk.
22 2 ERrbrE 2 b FAE oS A 2203 ghell dolgy

o 17 B AT S ARl daveh sl ARk o gle
d ARE 2 2 2R e

[ don't know you guys know about it. The Vietnam people sleep
in the mosquito net. Because in labor camp, you don't have
mosquito net, the mosquitoes will eat you alive and malaria as
well. So that's why everyone uses mosquito net. Actually when

you go to Nan Pu Tuo, I believe they would have mosquito net

as well.

Seiggol obbA) REAY, WET ARSE 2017 o4 At
4gaoAE BolR] glonl olsel deEe A AR Febeln,
Yelelobs AR 24 25 BolPE Huth Az olees
of Beptel b9, 1 ARIEE 223E £ Aletn o W
There’s a round one like the Thai style. They have a round

umbrella, like pull up and down and they drape mosquito net

around it. So you lower the umbrella down, mosquito net, right

there
A% cetde 52 A divch 52 S fleblz A e
27|12 Ak FEuU T $ARS ofeiE WA Bo)RRE A 7)ol wb

So anyway, this is common way in Asia. People use mosquito net

to sleep. So I'm sure that theirs in labor camp is even simpler. So
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how do you get mosquito net in labor camp? [VXC: before we
go, we buy it, we carry it.] So you buy and bring it with you to
labor camp, otherwise you die.
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And then the library of Sutra is increased. They sent the things
like heart Sutra, the Lankavatara Sutra and so on. Apparently,

these prisoners sneaked around and read Sutras.

a8 0 A =ARe] FREYT 15 Werln, M 52

T fu a o, [¢]
By%yTh 22 o) 47AEL 2ol mojd FWE U9z

So what happened is that every now and then, every 3 to ©
months, you would have to put all your personal possessions out
there in the yard. The guards will thoroughly go through all your
possessions. Even like your clothing lining, they will go through it,
so make sure that nothing is hidden. So you can hide anything
SR $A2 Fe 324 6elct BE A £AFE Folet
oF Gt 7taSo] MAE 4 EL Zolgz 9

S5 F4uth 470 A A gEge. 2o o
o}

And? Oh, wow. Prisoner special. So what happened is that they

=

ot
°

keep on borrowing the Sutra. So he had limited like that, so he
copied the Sutra, making size like palm or hand. And then he
copied Lotus Sutra himself and then bound them by himself.
22137 99 2 SRt 2eA 215e AL AL Weiof 3
| Ago] slojdl, 2 AR Age cueke @
2elo] AAA Azsgie

Oh, I see so what happened is that they take the paper and they
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cut in half, they stuffed them up and take some rice and then
they glue the alter covers and they needles and thread to bind
them. So he uses papers to copy the Sutra. And every time they
have physical inspection, he put this stuff out there and tie the
Sutra his arm, right there. Elastic band and tie to his arm. He

was wearing clothes, so they couldn’t see.
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So when they search it, they only search the body, they don't
search arm. Right? The communists are very lazy, I mean. The
American policemen, they would search the arm, the Vietnamese
Communists are different. In Vietnam, they search the body, they

don't search the arm. It's amazing.
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So what happened is that when he was being searched, he would
raise his arms like this and recite Guan Yin and the Dharma
Flower Assembly Buddhas and Bodhisattavas. Amazingly, they

never checked his arm, never.
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Another man is more daring. Didn't even cut up the paper, so the
big sheet of paper like that. He used it for the copy of the Lotus

Sutra. So he would use some new clothes he received, sleeves
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here to cover the Sutra. So clean fabric cover the Sutra.
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So every time of inspection, he didn't even put that Sutra cover
underneath the mat, because the mat is dirty. So put the dirty
mat on the Sutra would be disrespectful. So he would put that
thing in front of him and he was standing in front of everyone,

he would recite what?

A wjsteh Alzle] 2k wlE ofele] A EAE 47)AE Qo
ek elesk eigs] weddch 2eA 2 gele ses AR 9
of £ 2 BAsiche), 2f e £ o] 2, 25 me

= 29
ol 27k A Qlelsveh 27 & Qgicha?
So both of them used same technique. They recite the Guan Yin's
name and Lotus Sutra Assembly Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. In
front of everyone. And yet, he was never caught. Wow that’
amazing. So what happened is that the prisoners, they
extraordinary things happened. At night, he would get that a small

bottle of eyedrops filled up with oil and put it a piece of thread

to light it and use it as candle.
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At night, he sneakily light the candle and read the Sutras in his
mosquito net. If you do it long enough, your eyes get tired. So

it's very bad for the eyes. So daytime, he would read it during
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the day. During the day, you are not allowed to read Sutras.
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So 1 day, he was so captivated with reading the Sutra, during the
day he was reading the Sutra. He didn't realize that 1 guard was
watching him. When he realized it, the guard seemed to leave, his
bunk mate, his roommates were saying, you know it's funny that
he was watching you for 15 minutes. All of us was praying,
different religions, we were praying to god, some of them were
praying to Victor Hugo, others were praying to different deities to

help him out.
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All of them were crazing. They were so worried. And he had no
idea. They were praying for him. The guy behind him stood for

15 minutes. And then he left. He didn't do anythin
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And then 1 time, he switched to another camp, which is a lot
stricter than, not as comfortable. In the new camp, you have to
cut down the bamboo and build your own shelter. And then you

leave shelter at night, the guard will shoot you. That's the rule.

_24_



@ e ob2 A3z Buzed, w2 e Rolun, A o AR
Selggleh ARE ARAAE GRS Ao 2] ANE Foel
Bgueh 2el2 %l ANE Wy Bast oz ek aA 7
A et

He wasn't even allowed to the candles at night, couldn’t even
read Sutras. So what happened is that everyday he would be done
with working labors, he would go back and take a shower in the
river, by the time he was done with taking bath in the river,

about 5 o'clock. He read the Sutra right there during the day.
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Eventually he was bored and he put the Sutra, right there in
front of the guard, in front of everyone, and he would read it and
somehow no one ever bother him. It's amazing. You see how
these things happen and you really have a faith. It's just really

inconceivable.

The people who in the labor camp, who encountered the Dharma
Flower Sutra, somehow all they turned to vegetarian. That
particular camp has a lot of food because they desserted, no one
come to that area. So the prisoners, when they go to work, they

would fish and bring back a lot of fish, plenty of fish.
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He remembered that in the Lotus Sutra, there’s a passage said

whatever the person who speaks in the Lotus Sutra, the god send

the spirits to come and listen to it. How [ cannot apply to me, I

don't know anything, I cannot possibly explain anything to people.

And he was wondering about that.
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[t turns out that he is vegetarian, he committed being vegetarian
in the prisoner camp, you alter to be vegetarian, you can eat the
coarse corn they used to feed the pigs. And the corn is very hard,
very hard to chew on. So he take that for food.
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Whether rest of the prisoners would come and fish and had all
kind of food. So he was considering giving it up because it
doesn't make sense to stay as vegetarian. And being have

malnutrition, try to survive.
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But it turns out that a lot of people like even Catholics, and
people in other faith come and ask about Lotus Sutra, he told

them to copy it, they would copy it, they asked him about various
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Sutra, he would explain to them.
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[t turns out that these people they listen to his advice, they copy
the Sutras and recite the Sutras and read the Sutras, they became
vegetarian as well. Now he understood the meaning of the Sutra,

the Lotus Sutra,

[t means that these people were actually here, there to give him
encouragement to maintain his course of cultivation and remain
vegetarian. No only Sutra means that, mention that, you explain
Sutra, actually others come and support you as well.
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So he has a group of friends that are vegetarian and so one day
there's Amitabha Buddha's birthday. Typically in the camp, you
want to look for someone it takes about 4, 5 days because they
move around a lot. They go to other camp, they do assignments,
they do all kinds of things. So it's very hard to locate them. You
have to relate the message and have to take 4, 5 days before you
can get work to them.
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But on that day was Amitabha Buddha's birthday, so he would
look for his friends in the camp to remind them. Hey listen,
today is Amitabha Buddha's birthday. Make sure you eat vegetarian
today, special day. Whoever his friends were, he could find them
on that same day. That cannot be coincidence.
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Ok, another experience. He remembered Master Xuan Hua
explained him that the Shurangama Mantra is very powerful. It
can overcome all the externalists. So you cannot kill them. So in
this camp, he’s getting quite a good reputation then, so there's a
man externalist who used voodoos, very very powerful voodoos to

hurt others. This guy would come and ask him about.
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So they learned about the Universal Door of Lotus Sutra. So
venerable Xian Chi was teaching him about that particular Dharma
door. But this Voodoo guy wanted to kill a spy. Use Voodoo to
kill a spy in the camp. So at that time, he already memorized
Shurangama Mantras. He was teaching that voodoo externalist very

very dangerous. Very well known to harm other to use this
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So he was teaching the Voodoo guy the Shurangama mantra
because by the time Xian Chi was already memorized Shurangama
mantra. So he was teaching this guy Shurangama mantra. And
after this voodoo guy learned Shurangama mantra, he couldn't use
his voodoo to harm others.
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So this guy then trying to use these voodoos to kill the camp spy,
but he couldn’t. Didn't work anymore. So he came and asked him
what happened. The Shurangama mantra neutralize, maybe he
killed all my bad army.
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He said he has about 100,000 different spirits and ghosts he can
commend. And then there’s another man, another prisoner who
was working outside and he stepped on poisonous stuff. So he
came back and his body was full of poison, his skin was turning

yellow so this voodoo guy used his voodoo to heal that guy. So I
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guess the ghost shows that the voodoo no longer hurt people but
can still help people.
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That's why he began to understand what master Xuan Hua was
talking about. The Shurangama mantra cannot kill others, only

neutralize their evil intention. They can no longer harm others.
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So he was staying in the labor camp for 5 and half years.

Reciting and studying the Lotus Sutra, teaching that to others and

learning the Shurangama mantra. He felt that he paid off his
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So he asked Guan Yin Bodhisattva and said Guan Yin Bodhisattva,
it seems I must have paid off my debts. So I'd like to get out of
here within 3 months. I would ask this once because within 3
months time, I wouldn't get released, then I would never ask

again. If T die, die. But I would never ask again.
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So 1 night, he dreamdt of elderly woman who came and give him
some clothes and told him to write down his name on the
clothes. So he asked her, what grade have you studied? She said
third grade. So in the camp, there’s all kinds of people, different
levels of people whether low level as well as a lieutenant, colonel.
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Then all of sudden, he told his friends that he will be the third
one that they will call to release. He just knew it. So it turns,
every now and then who call out a captain to release, he was the

third captain to be released.

A7) 25k AFSeA AP AgEa A dde 299 At
Y4 2k 1Y CPgs 22l ol AWE Hess
wee, a5k AR A WA fge) Heg

In conclusion that he didn't know anything about Buddhism, but
simply by believing 18th vows by Amitabha Buddha that he would
rescue people, he followed it and recited the Buddha's name 10

times a day.
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From there on, good things happen one another to the point

where right now, he got out of labor camp within 5 and a half
years which is very fast. And then life was going.
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He came to the US and then he started over again, had a good
life. Now he started another life in the temple. So he feels that's
all Amitabha Buddha's doing. Just put your faith in Amitabha
Buddha, then he will take care of you.
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Another example, he'd like to share all of you that is when your
life, you run into big trouble. You cannot find a way out, life
seems to be very desperate then remember Guan Yin Bodhisattva.
Because ask her help it's like a life savor vest, that she can save

you, rescue you.
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So he relates another experience, he said in the labor camp, 5
years and 3 months, he was thinking of escaping. It's not that
hard to do because there are some barbed wires but you can wear
some shoes made of tire and you can step over the barbed wire,

can walk over it.
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You need to choose a good time, he has been observing, spying
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the guards for months, every single day to see the pattern. Notice
that at night, when they change guards, around midnight between
11 and midnight, there’s an hour there that old guard coming and
asking new guards to go out. New guard is too sleepy so he
would drag his feet for an hour. So during 1 hour, it's a really

good time to get out.
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And if you get out, it's not that hard because you make sure you
get rope and get to villages, and you ask them for help. You ask

your family to come and bring your money and stuff for you to
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Before that, he was thinking of running away because there's a
guard who companies you, when you go outside. You go to an
open field. If you make it to the open field then they can't find

you anymore.
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He noticed that one day, the guard went inside to talk to a nurse.
He figured that he's gonna be tied up for some times. So he
thought of running away. No other guards around. So he thought

of making a run.
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So he said, Guan Shi Yin Pu

w

a, I'm gonna start running now. So
he took out 3 grass blades, 1 long one and 2 short ones. If you
take a long one, he'd run. 2 short ones, he would not run. Before
he made a run, he just make sure he recited the Great
Compassion Mantra 3 times.
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So after he recited the Great Compassion Mantra 3 times, he took
the blades and he pulled the short one. That's why he didn't run.
Back then he didn't know the Yi Jing yet. So he wondered why

Guan Yin Bodhisattva, this is a great opportunity, why did you

stop me?
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He was disappointed at Guan Yin Bodhisattva. But he didn't make
a run for it. Continued his labor. Then within a seconds, he
realized there’s a guard right behind him. Actually the guard was
standing right behind him all the time waiting for him to make a
run, then shoot him down like a dog.
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Once you bring forth the idea that you want to run away, it
keeps on coming and nags you. So he would 1 time got fed up,
so he set 3 things and 1 is to run, 1 is to abandon the escaping
thought. What's the another option? So he made of several of
these different choices.
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So a lot of them were blanks. There were only 2 major ones. It
means 1 is run away, 1 is just forget it, don't run away. So he
recited the Great Compassion Mantra that night. He shuffled it

and pulled out one.
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He wanted to make sure that he wasn't making mistakes. So he
threw the remaining one into the garbage. So put the thing in the

light, it said forget it, don't run away.
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3 months later, he was released. So what happened is that the
real reason is you got released in 3 months later, but actually
what happened between the Vietnam and US, they had agreement.
They allowed the people who were in labor camps to immigrate
to the US. If he ran away, he wouldn't have the paper work to

show proof. So he wouldn't be able to make it to here.
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So this is an experience of the Pure Land Dharma door. He said
if you really put your faith to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, even
in the worst cases, worst circumstances, they will help you. They

will never abandon you.
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And even his job before he became a left home person, is
government job. It's very well paying and excellent job. Even the
Americans, the Caucasians don't even know about it. He didn't
know about it and somehow somebody gave him the application
form and asked him to fill it out and gave it to him. He wasn't

even looking for the job.
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So Guan Yin Bodhisattva has been always watching over him.
Didn't even know about the company, didn't even know about the
company was. So he shared that when he met homeless people
poor and destitute people, he advised them to like using ATM

card, you need a PIN to access your money.
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He said you folks, should wuse it by reciting Guan Yin
Bodhisattva's name. And help will come in your way. So it all

started from reciting the Buddha's name 10 times a day until

This young lady cannot even sit on a bench. So that's his
experience. It's amazing that just reciting the Buddha's name 10
times. It's not so much. If you really have a faith, ok, that's all it

takes. You put your faith into the Buddha, things will work out.
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So it's a wonderful life experience that I think we are so happy
to share things with us. Good job! [applause] It's wonderful. This
is something you can’t teach people. Because the people who are
well out, they consider this as superstition. Especially educated

people, they think this is superstition.
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Then people who are not blessed, they think that you are crazy.
Somehow this man here, is able to believe in this Buddha's name.

This man here believed someone’s advice to recite the Buddha's
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name even though he has no proof, his first time heard of it and
no one ever certified it to him. He just hanged on to it for dear
life. Because that's only thing left, he has.
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Then when you down out, nothing left, you have nothing but
your faith left. Your faith in pure goodness, your faith in the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, that's when you get the help. It's

something that normal people would miss out these experiences.
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So ultimately, it's prior blessings. So it's clear to me, this is prior
blessings where he suddenly, he found that PIN to access to his
prior blessings by reciting the Buddha's name. So all these PIN he
got to access his prior blessings, is the Buddha's name.
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So plant your blessings. So what happened is that you need to
keep on planting your blessings. When you have enough blessings,
you can use them when the conditions arise. This is very very
hard to teach people.
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So when I teach people about planting blessings, they always,
back in their minds, uh blessings? What do you mean? It's like so
abstract. I don't even see it. So how can I believe it?
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What are the blessings? DBlessings are created when you help
others. You see, the nature of the blessings is your helping
others. You help others, only you cross the street, You help the
kids get on the ladder. You help others. You invest the time and

effort, resources to help others.
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That is doing a good deed. That creates blessings. So in the
future, when you need it, others will help you. It's all within the
law of cause and effect. Help others, in the future, others will

help you. It's that simple.

Ast AL st= 7ot 27 2L LU U3 ojejio] =adt
W dEo] e FHvith ol dak WA Lo e Ao 3
T Ugo] FEo] ojejie FHynh 2ukg 2k A

Don't worry about the rewards. No need to worry about it. The
law of cause and effect is never wrong. The law of cause and
effect is that if you do something good, you create good karmas.
In the future, you will benefit from those good deeds yourself. No
2 ways about it.

Higol dhsl AAJstz] niAle. AT e gl izl A

= = H =
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This is what? In Mahayana, the first thing you do is to practice
giving. Because the practice of Mahayana requires a lot of help
from others. Why is that? Think about this today. We got help.
We got so much help in order to cultivate. We are able to
cultivate the entire day without any interruptions.

27 H{z? disels A AR sk de 2AFYYH s
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You have plenty of help to do it. You know like the food we eat
today is given to us. It's because in the past, you help others
already. So next step is that you help others to cultivate. So that
when your time to cultivate, we all need to cultivate in order to

become Buddhas.

You say, dont want, don't feel like cultivate now, because I
have more important things in life. I say this is why we think
you should look into the Pure Land Dharma door. Because the
Pure Land Dharma door is such that yes, we recognize you cannot

help yourself in this lifetime.

A, A 2s £PY 712l ohle, Me A o T o

o gloe, ekm ek e oA ofeiie] FERRS s P
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So what happened is that you should invest in your future life,
the next life in particular. It's something called reincarnation.
After we die, we cycle through wvarious places and existence.

Sometimes, you have been doing this aheady It's nothing new.

Sy olejee) sle) Ao, B3 ohg Ao] Zatslop Fhich £3)
dm vt AQu $ot Be P fele U Bes G
222 23 gtk Sl oA ojn] slen Ytk e Az

In the past. In particular, you don't realize it. In particualr, in the
past, you cultivated the proper Dharma already. That's why when
you listen to the proper Dharma, you like it. It makes sense to
you. So what happened is that when you listen to the proper

Dharma, somehow it clicks with you. That means you heard it

before.

2l ofefito] dopafe]r] Zepzr|Rk, 53], 2ol ofzfi o|n] A
e +RPEU 2a4 olziro] FUE 5& w, Ttk ek
ofejioll Al ol == Zuch ofejwol UL S w, ol AU
Shdich 27 elelo) 28 Al £& Ho| 99 F<

That's why it is important for you to, I want to take this
opportunity to remind all of you. I met this Xian Chi, this is first
time he gave me more details about his prior life as in a labor

camp. It's so fascinating.

aE)A el Rl e 2e, o 713E ol oy mTols i
geiFaak gusk o WAE Wb, 27 ol S0l slsid
27} o7 Aol dhel AAlE Tz 7 o)de] ALt okF B
AV e

Because to tell the truth, my life is in rough but not as desperate

as his. I feel that it's a good time to remind you that, I'm

_4']_



reminding you that if you listen to it right now, and you are not
running away, not offended by all these abstract talk, that should

be proof to you that you heard it before.

23] wopatdd, o A= =30l At avtg 29 dvE ARl
Wokgreh o ool ofZeA dE 2L Wi A AHuEh o
o] 218 A oA B =HvhA dv AL, o] &2z qdd o)
SE5 7|8 ez e A, ofeiEol oy e olie] S0
A e SAY Y

[ assure you that you hear of it first time, you will not accept it.
And you heard the proper Dharma before, even including this
young man, he thinks, ah, I know about the Buddhism. But you
are finding out the proper Dharma is quite different from what
you learned before. Isn't it?

ool Agoz Tork, oge 17 wolselx g zta

H , T =
2l A, 2, of, Wi7h EaLe] el bk, sz shr|Rk
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The reason you are attracted to it, you are drawn to it is you
heard it before. You practiced it before. That's why you are doing
it again, right now. I'm reminding you that you keep on missing

the boat. You keep on missing the boat!

oigo] Arle] Belt olft oleie] Aol Seiyr] Wik

g Aol ol2e SAMALUL THH AT olziol olg

eh %}-t— Adle s Sol AgaA HE EAD ke e
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Why you are still here? Why is that you still stuck here? What's
the matter with you? It's nothing exciting about this world. In a

few decades, you will die, we all die. What are you gonna do
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about it?

9 ofA = ojzfio] o7|o 9)a? of o3| ofr]d] wlo] 9lz? o
B OH7E AR o] Al Ald wbg A ofRAE glsdch 24 |
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This lady here, this Ru Jing here, she’s, I don't know why she’s
still here. It doesn't make sense at all. I'm reminding you. Make
sure that you go to Western Bliss Pure Land! I'm asking you to
make a vow, the end of this lifetime, go to Western Bliss Pure

Land. Don't come back here. Don't come back.

7] o] 4URe, of AL 2%} 9 obAE of7] Y] W 227
Aw, AF Lol 7 @gieh Wi elRe AUt B g3

Eoll Zhetal ofz{o] o)l A 2ol MY 3
stetr sh= vt of7] Eoter] viAle. Eotez] miAAlL.

You go to Western Bliss Pure Land, you are so much better off.
You have the best place to stay. Much better than you have right
now. [ assure you. The food is better. You want a Jack fruit
there? The best Jack fruit. I assure you. Seriously. Whatever food
you want to eat over there, you will have it. You don't need to

wait for your husband to cook it for you. How come women don't

find it funny.

Ay 3 e b 2 s gush AlWsE A% Has A

| =2 A 94 R pld
5 B 2oh ZAR gy wrt AP AR vty #7)
A ojeio) AZE M2 A&7l Av) Azzo| HAgvch BUYY
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Why do you keep on hanging around here for? You keep on

screwing up. You don't have to go to work anymore. Early I told
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you that I met so many people to go to work everyday. They
have to make ends meet. Over the Western, no need to work.

o of7] A& Eof YHU? o2l AL AAst G U7E
ol dstz 72| ¢hot= Hurh A Wirp wid dste st AFRE
o] gtk el HEF Y7t 25 Ha Aofop 3k ARl 7hH,
25e) ohA) grobs ek

Why is that? Because that's the nature of your blessings. That's
why now you should accrue those blessings. It's no different from
here, in this Saha world. You have enough money, you can retire,

no have to work anymore. That's same here.
o 237te? 271 odg]E Ho| 2y Rl 2zfA] 22 o]

$o] 2 B Hoopdt Yok ofrletn ke A Gich o] AbukA
Aol A, £o] FEotd L= Pk o o4 U & HE Puct
o7) = shab}a| gl ef

The only difference is that you accrue the blessings to go to
Western Bliss Pure Land. If you ever make it there, you never
suffer, ever again. Ever. I implore you that if you are able to
make it to the Western Bliss Pure Land after you encounter this
Pure Land Dharma door, then your life would have been in vain.
FAgE 2fols ool MYUSEHAE 2 B& e A o3
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After you encounter we have. That's the meaning that we have
together, would not have been in vain. That's the main thing you
have to remember. [ cannot think of anything else, more
important for you in particular, this lifetime. More worthwhile for

you to do in this lifetime.

ofglgol w27k 71zl A hd Fole 2 g7k AT Aol 3

L.



2] ek STk ool Zldsiol & 2 2zt ol Ao o

2 9 o a3 A dd o 7k e A 9 } ikl
Urts Aol 2] gL

Questions or comments? This is why personally, this is why 1 of

the reason why I am doing this. When [ was practicing and

meditating, I was very happy. I was so much happier today. I

don’t have to yell at anyone. I don't have to do anything.

Aol 2ule 9472 olziel AL ot o] Ug B o

5 % sdadeh Wt 495D G4 o, ofF BRasdd e
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I'm doing this in order to remind you that you should go to the
Western Bliss Pure Land. You should try give your all in order to
obtain rebirth to the Western Bliss Pure Land at the end of this
lifetime. That's why I am doing this. If you can do that, you

believe me, then my work has been worth it

Hoh o) de she AL i B AMUSEAEC stopt dohn
e F2] fleiA gl H 431 l ojil A 2ol MYSHPEA A

Ok, this is the nature of the work of left home person. We work
hard, you know, reciting the Buddha's name all day. It's a hard
work. We get tired at the end of the day. The hard work, these
young people, you know they get up at 3:30 in the morning. You

know, we don't go to the bed until 11.

2ot Qolat A o|@guieh $3 QA Wuleh Laele, 3 5
Q Feeh E QYvieh HE2k AR W AU o] B AR
Sol, obxl 34 wtel Aejuba # A7 A2 A1) ek
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This is what we do. There's a lot of hard work. If our hard work
ends up in being useful to you, then our life will be worth it.
You know, I would tell you, remind of you these 2 people who
are becoming fully ordained Bhikshus in a month time. They are
pursing the ideal. What's the ideal? Ideal is that they work hard,
they sacrifice their personal comfort. So that they can help others.
F217F sk o] ol¥gvnh A IWE ATk 27r FAEA 4
gt Zo] oejielA Lrrt glokwol, o' 2] ol Bl Qg

& 2 ool PEA B P Aol 9
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[ explain to someone who came to see me a few days ago. You
know, I said, you know, there’s a difference between our life style
and your life style, lay person. Our joy, we go through the
hardship to make life better for you, to help you and you become

happier. That is our happiness. Then our work has been worth it.

B A, 2 e} & st ARAsUTh e $2) gl wAla)
DA Akt s Aolst tkn TS $ele) see g
Ne B2 Yo o el AL, FAle s volxls sein
ofelgg vhohsbal @ Aol ele] sjmeuth 2 2] Wy

Ultimately, if you believe us and you make a run for the Western
Bliss Pure Land, boy, you will be so happy there. Because I don't
want to see this monk here ever. I won't come back here. I don't
want to ever see your face anymore. You hear me? I don't want

to see you here again. Go to Western Bliss Pure Land!

2370z osige] 922 Pn AY 3% A== Aok, oy,
A71A obF Y@ AUk Sl o o4 of7) o] AYE A 9
SE SAE, W o7 Belerl ¢he AAE W o o4 eleis o
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That's true happiness over there. Trust me. Your big fan is
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waiting for you over there. Your father is waiting for you. He's
waiting for you. What are you waiting for? Your family here is
only temporary. Next time, you can't even see them, you don't
even recognize anymore.
AR FEL A7) dsde W % FoAle. AZA ofRe] o
ol Zlete|i Qlgulch o2 ofHz|7b off®E 2Tk eh o
|
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Your 1eal famlly is in Western Bliss Pure Land. You become their
children. The direct children of Amitabha Buddha. He would take

care of you until you become a Buddha. That's the best thing

could ever happen to you.

oo AT hEe AMYFHAEA Slsvch eAlo]. of2io]
259 2zt ook opmlel FAH O] A A zbgo] ook 7)o
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Questions? So that's why I want to help you to get there. I hope
to be able to persuade a bunch of people that they should go all
out and go to the Western Bliss Pure Land. Then that's what the

Pure Land Dharma door is supposed to do.

A% G4k A b eleliol A7 A mekFr Age o
AR AYIY Azel Aot Yohn e AUEL AT 4 UrE

sieh BEEEe 2uA slopt gy
You have to go there, otherwise it's all talk. To me, the Pure

Land Dharma door is only real until you get there. Until you get
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there, it's only a lot of fault, empty promises. That's what I like
to do. I'd like to spend the next 20 years convincing a few people
to make it to the Western Bliss Pure Land. Find a way to make

them there.

ofej o] 7o) Ftopsk Gk oh™ ofH Tk % welA Fylch vl

R
9o] HERLo|t odejio] A2 mRefolAw AR ofinol
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[ only have 21 years left. I plan to retire at age 80. I made up
my mind. You have 20 more years. That's it. After that, I have
something else. When [ die, I probably come back here and
convince next group of people for 30 years at that time. That's
the Pure Land Dharma door to me.

WA oz 21dat Jdolo)such s 804k
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Questions, comments. so before we end today's talk, hallelujah,
praise the lord! Let's go to the Western Bliss Pure Land. Alright.
I'm kidding. Now let's wrap it up unless you have anything else

youd like to discuss. Any question or comments?

g, 2R Qgurh o HEL vhar] Hel, @AZoR AL 2
del NI Azl g Bavleh seade ojelel ool
22 Qo) QA Qb o)A hRelEte. ese]? Aoy 2alE

E
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A7t
Yes, Ru Jing? [Chinese] She said there’s a very famous Chinese

master Qing Liang, he wrote explanation of the Flower Adornment
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Sutra, very very famous. It's a masterpiece. It's the best one I

read. I read some of it and I found it to be so wonderful. Only in

Chinese though, unfortunate for you.

dl, 27 [53 HA3] AFolete ofF fHE 23 2ado] U5
b Fr
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She said how come he's very high level for 4 lifetimes already in
the Tang dynasty, he was 4 times high level Dharma master.
[Chinese] 10 lifetimes, he was high level Sanghan. So what is
your question?

oA 2= dubet AldielrE 49 A FoF ob & ©A Sled,
POt & TAS) WAl e (330 #3] 2t 104
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So she said how come he was 10 times a high level Sanghan, he
hasn't gone to the Western Bliss Pure Land yet? Because he
hasn't met me yet. If I get a chance to see him, I would tell him,

you know, master, please don't come back.

2ot 2et el 2 109e] Aol o), ofe) AY 3
ot REol FhAR) egiher efustd 2o obx gk whgzioke.
Yok 28 @ sab} ook, A Sotexln) shHle, 2tn whER

Zv et
So she said even a high level Sanghan 10 times, 10 lifetimes, he
still hasn't gone to the Western Bliss Pure Land yet. So how can

we laypeople make it? I'm kidding. Would you like to know?

2 2yE 2ol 10 A Fotol) 23 oAl AdE ofe)
A 22 Aso] shAA] ossch Aol ey $e] Arars
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Anyone who can explain Flower Adornment Sutra to his level of
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explanation, he's a great Bodhisattva. He was a great great
Bodhisattva already. His wisdom in explaining the Flower
Adornment Sutra is way beyond me, way beyond me.

w7E Tl AL g
+ oln ot BAbolggueh A A sAle 2 79 AEe
A7E =] webd 4 gleje.

He came here in order to help Shakyamuni Buddha transmit the

28 4F0R T 4 g5, uAgys 2

2

Flower Adornment Sutra Dharma, Flower Adornment Dharma.
That's why he’s here. You know what? This is 1 of the reasons
why I had to go learn Chinese.
2 fo] 7] &4l A2 ArtRy] RAEAAN SQAHEe, S A
e e w7 fsiA Yl 2 ofr] eAl Ay eAo] o
2vtar o] Wb F=ols wielorrt PR o] f F shubgdvch

[ remember now why my master, Master Xuan Hua as soon as I
became a left home person, I was directed to go learn Chinese
because from learning Chinese, I was able to read master Qing
Liang's explanation of Flower Adornment Sutra.

22 7198712 o o] AgolAl AMIFANAAA W2t E7}8FRabzL
WA F2T hoett 2AE LU 2T wejel Yot 3

Tkl Bl e de Al W

[ reallize that this hasn't been transmitted in English. I realize
that part of my work before I can go is that I need to transmit
this Dharma into English. I cannot go until T do that. Master

Xuan Hua never explained this. Never. He didn't explain this.

e 20 golze Az U AS LU Wb muA

1o A
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He explained Flower Adornment Sutra, but he didn't explain this
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part. This is the Dharma of Mahasattva. That's why the Mahayana
cannot be complete until you have this Mahasattva Dharma door.

It's only available in Chinese, right now.

Sr Bely AL A o BEe AR gesdsc o) o)
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Most people who read Chinese don't understand its importance.
The reason I claim that the people, Chinese people who read
don't realize its importance, because if they realize the importance,

they would have translated it already.

F2015 Qb Sinpe AFESE o F2AL ojsshx vt
2 gt F2aA50] 1 Fe4e @A Ran urb ek olgt
Do) 1 Fe4e ToF kel 250 W 22 WARE Aol

If the Vietnamese Master who cultivate it and understand this
important Flower Adornment Dharma door, they will have to

translate it into Vietnamese already.

stof 27 aasn sl Weo ZeAe oHE Weg Adel 9
b, 25 27 ofn] wl=idolz Wedgojopnt & ok

[VXC Vietnamese question] It's not available in the Shurangama
Sutra. Only in Flower Adornment Sutra. That is why this is the
king of Sutra. It has the Dharma that's not available in the other.

(@22 vlEdo AR] sdAole sl 23 sedAdt 9l

—
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It's only she asked me, I remember that this is why, 1 thing I
need to do before I can go. By when I'm done all these things,

Sayonara! I retire. Ya? I look forward to it. 20 years left. So you
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want to learn about Pure Land and learn about Flower Adornment

Sutra, pray that I will have been good health for next 20 years,

22U WA 2447 wfzoll Wrb Z1Rb et ol=iA Wrh ohE =7
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If T get old, my mind doesn't work anymore, have alzheimer
disease something, then tough luck. I will not be able to transmit
this Dharma. This is the only place I found that teaches and
trains the Mahasattvas. My master doesn't have it. Alright. Let’s

stop here today. Let's wrap it up.

Wb vholsh 2w, o o) Wale] £xA) etk zstols 2L
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FA: 5, #|& 2] AHE Death, Hells and Pure Land
https://s3-us-west-l.amazonaws.com/dl.chanPure
Land.org/media/FoQi/FoQi_SYH 140518--Death~Hells~Pure

Lands.mp3
F72 https://youtu.be/h1dG8TyBIIE?si=WQj7_PEaegh7R8MB

Good evening, everyone. I am gonna speak in English and
Vietnamese. You need translation into Chinese, you need to sit

over there. Welcome to our Fo Qi which is Buddha recitation

week

255 2o AU Joiz w=doz YE ¥ A 3o
F9o) Weshd AZo] oA Puch el @R 27 23
QA 7 gyt

We are very happy to have so many of you come on Sunday

night. We realize that you have very busy schedule and you take

the time off and come to the temple. It makes me very happy.

Qoo ol gols AFAA g dastze ofejie 2o ofz
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In particular, I want to acknowledge that, [baby crying] It's ok,
it's ok. Don't worry. We are used to it. They all start like that, in
a few years, you know, they become so quiet and so well

behaved. And they get the message eventually.

=3, e [ob7] geae]] ALY AW shile $2) o4y
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We have a boy who started like that, climbing all over the
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cushions, making a lot of noises and crying and screaming. 6 years

later, he’s so well behaved. Right? See, see? He got it. Very fast

boy.
FElAAE A=A AR FARelzb Qglgs. FARke 2jeje =y,
97 Al 2, e, 4] 222 PGtk od o 2e we
AR AT LAR? Bovpe? 22b dobEglgvth AuhE ofol
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Ok. I would acknowledge, that's how I say the group of people in
San Jose who came here today, how long will you stay here?
Someone who are leaving on Friday. So it's a lot of personal
sacrifice for you to come. We are glad that you decide to come
here today.
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[ also want to look around, you see that we have quiet a few.
Our temple is maybe small but we have international assembly.
Young and old come, people of different continents, different
countries, and so it's quite a pleasure to share these cultivation

with all of you.

=3 oelo] 3L Foln Ay Be AYSe] st $ol A
Fre AAT WU FAAY K30l dgleh el Hrls wrls
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So why are we practicing Buddhism? You see, it's very difficult to
lecture to such diverse group. People are very knowledgeable as
well people are not knowledgeable at all. I'm not looking at

anyone particular. [master laughing]
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Those who are new to us, feel free. This Dharma talk is open
ended. Meaning that if you have any questions, you have
anythings that bothers you, would like to discuss, bring it up.

Please feel free to do that. It's free flowing. Nothing is off limits.

k.
et WAl 2EE Heb sHAe. o Hee 9 AYGUE. o
@ Agolets, ofd ol vhge] delt A QAL Eelsn e
A et BeAuAle. B B AT AHEA L

It's sharing of experience, sharing of mutual learn from each
other. So if you have a question, you are not clear about

something, please raise your hand. We'll be glad to explain to

}/OU.

o1 AL BHEAD Aol whee Bhets AU el
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So it helps to remind all of us the nature of Buddhism. Buddhism
is started by this prince, the Buddha, Shakyamuni Buddha, he

came to our world because he concerns about serious problem for

humanity.
234 2| BEAA EBxg o Zlx] ArAA F o =g

2} ] 2
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What is this problem? He sees that we have this serious problem

called ‘birth and death’. Such a serious problem and yet he said
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mankind is like a little boy there. Maybe you are mature, very
smart but just like him, you are running around, playing with

your toys in a burning house.
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The problem of humanity is that you don't realize, we don't
realize that we are inside of burning house. This world is very
dangerous place. We are so oblivious to it, so oblivious to danger
that. It's very dangerous, our life is very dangerous. Our existence

is in danger.
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Like we are in a burning house. Our house is burning. Ok. Why
is it so pessimistic? Because it's true. Ok, [ bring to your
attention. This venerable Bhikshuni, venerable nun here. Her son
who's younger than many of you, gone to an accident. Her son
has gone into car accident he passed away. So life can be taken

away from us just like that.
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you die, the Buddha teaches, in the Buddhist teaching, he's very
detailed about it. Actually the Buddha is the most detailed

description on what happens to us after we die.
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After we die, we become a ghost. Most of us, the overwhelming
majority of us will become a ghost. You suffer hunger, you suffer
thirst. Among other miseries. That's the process most of us will
go through. Most of us have to go through in order to be
assigned to the next body. It's called reincarnation.
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Scary thing about reincarnation is that most people aren't aware
of it. You are so preoccupied with current life. We are so
preoccupied with making ends meet, with saving money to buy
that nice car, nice house, going on to Europe for vacation or work

if you will.
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You don't realize that eventually we all have to die. You can't
avoid it. inescapable. Even the Buddha had to die. Ok. The scary
thing about death is that after you die, chances are that you get

things a lot worse for you.
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You will fall, fall to 3 lower realms. Either become, go to animal
realm, ok. Or you become a hungry ghost or you go to hells. Let
me tell you what are those for. For example, for monks like me,
for nuns like her, the majority of us after we die, we go to the
hells. That's a fact.
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[ wouldn't advise you to become a left home person for that
reason. The hells, yes. The hells are worst places in this universe.
You don't want to go there. Not even for vacation. Not even for

sightseeing because there’s no fun there.
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But it turns out, you know what, it turns out that most of you,
all of you have been to hells already. Would you believe that?
You've been to the hells. We all have been to the hells. I've been
to the hells. Each one of you had been to the hells.
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You forgot about it. That's a nice thing about reincarnation.
Usually for most of us, we are born again and get new body, we
forgot about what happened. Especially, it's just like when you are
alive right now, when something bad happens to you, don't you
want to forget it? You don't want to think about it, do you?
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See? See? Ask Marina. You remember you had been to the hells?
Of course not. Alright? Why is that? It's because of the nature of
reincarnation. We cycle through the wheel of reincarnation,
lifetime after lifetime. The process of revolving in the wheel is
that usually after you get a human body, you fall.
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That's what the Buddha said exactly. That's what he said mankind
is like a bunch of kids, so preoccupied with playing inside of
burning house. We are dying slowly bit by bit everyday. Death is

waiting. Nothing you can do about it. It's waiting. It's a matter of

time.
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You can deny it but eventually we all have to die. Ok. So what

do we do? The human existence, mankind's knowledge, we know
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so little about death, don't we? What happens after death? That's
why we choose to ignore death, we choose, we are scared. We
don't dare to look at it.
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So this death thing here is hanging over our head. That's why the
Buddha said it's terrible. How can you be so oblivious to this

imminent danger. You think that 30 years, 50 years are long time?

No it isn't.
o] 5ol ¢l o2 el =el9H Asich a4 BAdAAE
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Because when you fall, let's say to the hells. Like in the future,
I'm likely to go there myself. Remember? When you go to the
hells, you'll be there and the hells are for you to get tortured and
punished for your bad deeds. You get punished for your past
mischief, evil deeds. That's what it's for. It's not for vacation. It's

for torture, ok?
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Another characteristic of the hells is that once you fall to the

hells, you will be there for million and billions of years. So you
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think that to spend our efforts to earn a good living right now,
process of making a living in this world will create, we do bad

things. We steal.
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Yes, ma'am. lifetime in the hells is about billions of years. 1
lifetime. Usually you go through billions of lifetime in hells before
you can get out. Human years, yes. Ok, does it help?
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This is what the Buddha taught. I didn't make the rules. What
happened is that you go to 1 type of hell for 1 lifetime. After
your time is up, then you move on to your next hell for you to

be tortured for next group of bad deeds. It's not pleasant, trust

[ want you to think about it. I don't feel like take all of joy of
my existence. Any other questions? Yes. [audience! In the hells,
can we reborn again?] Yes. What happened is that what you call
soul right now is dwelling in your current human body. That soul
migrates next body. Next body happens to be a hell being down
there. You live there for long long time to be tortured.
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Never heard of it before? It's very bad, trust me. It's scary.
Because the reason you go to the hells is because you hurt
others. You harm others. You inflict pain on others. From the law
of cause and effect, ok, because you did evil deeds, created seeds
for you to be tortured and to get retribution in future lives.
Eventually you get to the hells. That's what all these things come
together and make you suffer and receive torture.
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Just like here, hells on earth is prisons. If you break the laws,
they catch you, put in prison, you see. That's a similar kind of
system. Except that the hells are a lot worse than prisons. A lot
worse. Yes.
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What is the question again? [Shanalif you are born in hells, that's
only thing you know because you already forgot it, right? So
that's only thing you know is the suffering. How do you know,

it's suffering because you don't know anything else] You have a
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body when you get pinched, don't you have a pain? Ok. You do
have a pain.
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What happens is this, the body you have in hells, you have body
and torture like over here, they cut off, you have a cut, it hurts.

Same thing in the hells. They actually are tortured. Yes.
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[audience: Like demon or spiritual beings, or you are already
human body, we are basically suffering and not aware of
suffering. They don't know it's suffering. Hell beings are suffering,
actually they don't know it's suffering. Because only thing they
know] It is, you do know suffering. Ok. You don't like it. So your

mind. Let me give you this analogy for you.
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The nature of hells’ existence is that you go there to experience
pain. That's all you do. Here, as human you are more blessed. In
a human realm, it's different because you are more blessed. That's
why sometimes you have pain, and sometimes you have pleasure.
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You look at your existence, sometimes you have more pain than
pleasure. Think about it. Then pleasure only last for very short,
compare to pain you have to go through. Work 8 hours a day. 10
hours a day, most of us. You see that. Not Mireya. Mireya is not.

She’s not working.
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So far so good? Yes, sir. You have a question. [the deeds we
create in this lifetime] Yes. [The intention that behind ? in terms
of pains and suffering , evil deeds. Does that transfer into the
hells based upon 7 that construct of your intention and 7 the

hells ] Very good. Very good. Excellent.
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[And then coming to realize that is construct, does that or

i

ultimately ?] We come to that. Very sharp, very very smart
question. Let me give you an example to clarify. Let's say you are
into sales. Let's say sell your mother a car with crack engine. No,

I'm kidding.
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Let's say you lie to people, you cheat people in order for them to
buy things from you. For example, it could be me. I say oh, trust
me. [ say, I'm a monk, donate money to me. Give me money
because when you die, I will help you. Ok, I can't help you. So
I'm cheating you, I'm stealing from you.
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[ can't do that. What happens? There's 1 type of hell that will

)

rl

await me. This kind of hell is hell of hanging hooks. When I go
down there, I don't need to tell about other salesman but you

know, it's a same concept.
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When I go there, I'll be hung by my tongue. Ok, I'll be tortured
by hanging by the tongues. Ok. I don’t know, it's ever happen to
you before, I don't remember how it's like. But I can imagine, it
could be very very painful. You hang by it. So it tears your

tongue. That's 1 type of hells.
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Another type of hells as well also awaits me, ok. This kind of
hell, there are 2 mountains that I run away from my current hell.
There’'s 2 mountains with moving and smashing me in between
and crushing me to death. Ok. I assure you for my fooling you
like that, I should go to about, I should go through about dozen

of different hells.
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Ok, does it help? [yes] So you see, each particular type of evil
deeds, ok, plants the cause of different type of hells that will
awaiting for you when then conditions are ripe for you to

undergo retribution. So far so good?
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You know what, since we've been revolving in the wheel for so
long, we have so many evil seeds awaiting. So we have plenty of
these seeds. You have it, I have it. Ok? Is that clear? We all have
it. I'm not above it, we are not above it.
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So what's the difference? That's what he's leading to, right? We
have all these seeds, what to do? They are awaiting for the right

condition for you to fall. It's just like farming, So when you plant
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the seeds, you need to water it. You need to add fertilizer. You
need the sun, you need to weed. Right? So you need different

conditions for that to come to fruition.
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Same thing. The seeds we have for the hells need conditions for
us to fall. Similarly, the same fashion, you did also many good
things. I, too, also did many good things. I remember I used to
help an old lady cross the street. That's a good deed. Or there’s a
man who I drove by put a sign, homeless, please help me, need
food. So I picked out 1 dollar and give it to him. That's a good

deed.
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We also have a lot of good things we did. Right? No one is
totally bad. Those good deeds would bring us, help us ascend to a
higher realm. So what happened is that when the Buddha brought
Buddhism to this world, is not for the expressed purpose of

scaring you.

Fel7h @ ge AT USol YgHeh Tha? ohPE 9As e
gleh 2 4E o |

=°] 3
So] 25 o =& HAE b elEv
l

o FAEAA o] AlA



A oy e}

The purpose is to give you information to do something about it.
Yes, sir. [? The seed is transferred on rebirth, some kinds of
way] Ok. Since you are interested, I will explain the process of
ghost, too that most of you will go through.
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You are asking about how you get the next body. That's what you
are asking. That process went through before. After you die, you
go see a judge, called King Yama, who looks at your past deeds of
this past life. He looks at karmas that you create this past life.

From based on that, he will decide what body you are gonna get.
|
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The King Yama judge, he will look at records and say on 1
column he says, all the bad deeds you created. The other column
is the good deeds you created this past life. It takes the balance.
He will decide where you are gonna go.

%ﬂw%ﬂl* ATHe S 25 Solttemln BEoE o] A

4t 2l AR Ade w3 4
97) 27 2ARY 2

For example, that nun’s son, this is very real. Suddenly he got a

car accident and coop, died. So what happens right now as based
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right now, his record right now. So he's destined to fall. He's

falling to, I can't tell you. I don't want to tell you, ok.
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It's a private thing. I think we should respect that. That's the
situation. So what happen is that the Buddhist they have an
approach. During this phase, this transition phase, 49 days, if the
surviving relatives or friends help create good deeds during that

period, then it gets added to his record.
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In that way, the good seeds, good deeds will out number the bad
deeds. Then he will escape. He will not fall. That's the nature of
the thing. You see, I ask you now, did you know that? Did you

know about that?
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[49 day thing?] During that period, you still can help them. It is
the phase where we have 7 weeks. 7 times, in order to affect the
future of the deceased. You know it turns out the Westerners

don’t know about this.
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What happened is that, for example, most Westerners, you go to
Louisiana, you have a funeral, they have a marching band, they
have jazz, very sad, in the end, you dance in the street. Ok. That
does nothing for the deceased. What's good about that.
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There's something magic about 7 times of 7. [audience asking]
Yes, it is. So after death, we all have 49 days that can further
help decide our future. Our future body. That's what the Buddha

taught.
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What happened is that in the same vain, the Westerner, during
that period, if they do the wrong thing on behalf of the deceased,
it gets added to his record on the negative column. Yeah. It works

both way. It's fair.
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If you do good things, it gets added to positive column, you do
bad things, it gets added to negative column. It falls further a lot.
It turns out that many Westerners as well many Asians, who
don't know so during that period, let's say let me relate to
Westerners for your sake. So some of you might decide to have a
feast and kill a pig in Hawaii to escort this person make sure he

have better food.
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Asians, they are even smarter. They burn a lot of paper gold
coins. You think that helps? They buy these gold coins made of
gold paper to symbolize gold so that they send this gold to the

deceased for the future life.
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[ said it doesn't work, of course it doesn't work. It's a
superstition. What's good about this piece of paper? You think
you can fool me? You can't fool me, how can you fool the other

beings? Think about it, it's nonsense.
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Someone would buy Mercedes in paper. [master laughing] So they
will cremate along with the body, with the coffin. It's sheer
nonsense. Ok? So my point is that most Westerners don't know
how to handle the 49 days. That's why the Buddha says, he's very
concerned. The Buddha said you guys are so confused. Ok.
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[the linkage between the deceased and here. Even with the
overwhelming grief and crying and this man, ? still link to that,
this allows them to be able to] Absolutely. Well let me relate to
you. Her nephew is 20s. And he was living in where was that,

Cambodia? And he got into an accident.
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The family is Buddhist family. So they went to Cambodian temple
and asked them to help the deceased. The young man is very
attached to the family. So every night, he would go back and
appear in his familiy’'s dreams. Every single night he went home
to visit his mother. He went home to harass his nephew. He
went on like that for weeks.
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One day, he told his mother, I think, he said give the wrong
name to the temple. I'm not getting merit and virtue! Is that
right, the mother? So that following day, the mother woke up,
she called around, she asked her relatives what name you gave to

the temple?
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It's the wrong name. And then she’s my disciple. She came to me
and said ok, my nephew, he died, and my family took care of the
thing in Cambodia. She said I want you to help him as well. So
when she called me and she said, I probably give you new name.
ool X = vk 2 o] ARG 2UE Al &

A, eAlol, Al 277F Zedge ZEEe) BueoldA 4 =

ledl, stasE 28 Eeoppgoed de. 2iA 2yt WA A3ty
She said one of the temple over there, heard that was wrong
name, they were so worried, a few weeks gone by. I laughed, I
said big deal. Hey, boy. What are you looking for? I laughed, I
said don't worry, he still goes to him. Doesn't matter. We do it
for that particular individual, he or she will get it. It doesn't
matter. You don't need to write names.
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So that tells you the connection between the deceased and
surviving relatives is very strong. Sometimes, quite often, they
come back into the dreams and ask for help. They come back in

the dreams. I heard too often.
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Ok. That's the nature of it. So. Yes, sir. [VXC Vietnamese] So
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this is a true story he said that when he was in Vietnam, there’s
a monk who was doing, specialized in going to do these arm
forces to help liberate the deceased. So one day he came when it
was the time of the year, he asked the ? to give him a list of all

the deceased under his command.
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So they gave him a list. So he wrote all these request to help
these deceased. Normally he doesn't take a nap at lunch time. But
that day, he suddenly fell asleep after lunch. He dreamt of 3
people looking at him and said hey listen. You should help us

out, too. Why aren’t we included?
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So he woke up and he called his the ? he said, listen, the list
you gave me is not complete. He said, of course, it's complete. I
don't mess up. The monk said please, check for me again. I
believe it's incomplete. So he checked, it turned out that 3 more

names were missing.
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So they gave him 3 more names, he wrote them into that
request. It works. Sometimes it's because they have the blessings,
therefore they manifest in your dreams in order to ask you to
help. It happens a lot to people. People just don't realize it.

2o 286 24 A 8] 8RR 204 2 2l A
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Too many people. It cannot be a coincidence. Ok? Even after they
get a body, they would even come back and appear in your dream

to tell you as well. To thank you. Any other questions?
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You have no questions, then we can. Ok, I was about to suggest
we can take a break. [Q: on the rebirth, they get new body and
come back to this realm. what determines, what karmas apply on
the return] Why would you want to come back here? You are so

attached to this world, right?
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By the time you come back, my friend, all your friends are gone.
Your mother will be not there anymore. So why would you want

to come back? This guy is so creative. Very good.
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The answer to that is you want to come back, you have to plant
the causes to come back. It's that simple. Just as same as, I won't
plant causes to go to the hells. I should plant causes to come
back. It's that simple.
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So you want to know what are the seeds, right? What do you
need to do. Not always, by the way. I give you an example, by
the way. Some people, Steve Jobs, Apple. He died of some kind

of form of cancer, right?
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You remember which cancer is that, Mireya? No, you don't? Gee,

)

you guys are so ungrateful. Pancreatic cancer because it's

incurable, right? Very good. You are so good. So renaissance man

here
{9 @917 Zlodshte, nldolr Behar A oeRse AAE nE
vtk 25 &7k Ao wye? S5k g A ol 2

He's very wealthy man, very admired. Whatever he did, he went
to India, went to the Ashram, meditated. He did many good things
as well as many bad things. You know where he ended up? He
came back to human realm.
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No only just any man, he came back as very creative man. So I
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can't wait for the next innovation, innovator that he will become.
He has a lot of blessings. He's not a bad man. For you to come

back as a man, you created more good than more bad.
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Give you an example. I'm not sure that I want to mention name
because I don't want to be sued. Let's assume that I'm just went
off my bunkers and I'm crazy and I don't know what I'm talking

about. So what I'm gonna talk about is nonsense. Can we accept

that?
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Ok, you take it at face value. Take it with a grain of salt. So this
particular Senator, US Senator in East Coast, his family is very
powerful, considered to be dynasty if you will, ok. Family has

many Senators in assemblies, Congressman. Even, you know, top
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That particular senator passed away of illness. Guess where he’s at
now? He went to animal realm. So you think about it now. [Q:
So he’s a Teddy bear now?] Very good. So you see, my point is

that this human existence is so short. Think about it.
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You spend so much time. He was not a bad man. He did many
good things. It's still not good enough. In the end, you fall. Is it
worth it? It's that easy, easy to fall. So that's why the Buddha
said reincarnation is so dangerous. You have no control. you have

zero control.

So when they were alive, these 2 particular examples, they were
powerful. They breathe fire. They can own you. When they die,
they have no control what so ever. That's why it's so scary. Ok?
Not to scare you. In order to remind you to plan for it. Don't
ignore it! If you are overconfident, you deserve, you fail

Questions, or comment?
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[ tell you Buddha life story. So far we talked about a lot of
things, you said, oh this master, he just all his imagination. One
time, way back then, this is long long time ago. There was a king

who had 16,000 wives. This is what the rich kings and rich

emperors back then do. Just like Sultan of Brunai, how many
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wives does he have? I think a few thousand. And a few more
concubines, I heard.
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So it's quite common thing back then. So he had 16,000 wives
and guess what? None of them would give him a son. So his
people. He's very good emperor. They all said to the king. Your
highness, you have to give us a son. So he tried and tried. But he

couldn’t for some reasons. He had many daughters but no son.
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But his queen is very good woman. She did many charity things.
She helped the many people especially the poor and the lonely
and the old. She does that her entire life. She maybe wealthy and
powerful but she spent entire of her life doing charity work.
Spz|rb 2.9] ehhls ol Ag ozpddg YTk 2y of2 2l
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So she said I love my husband dearly. My husband wants a boy, I
want to give him a boy. So she said you will have and if you

can't have a boy, anyone else is fine. No problem with me. But
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she also said by all the good deeds my entire life, I have yet to

harm a single being on purpose.

27k e W gEE 38 AR 15 ofEe dsteze
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For that truth, I want to give my husband a son. Guess what?
She gave a birth to a son. That was the ultimate joy of the entire
empire. Where did this boy come from? This is at that time, that
boy happened to be prior life of the Buddha.
27 Apdolet A Al FHA obee ol Agd 2t 2
ok gt 2eA ofn] "lvbe? 2yst ofes sl o
A& A= A ZlEelds e o] ofFol oA g5t o
Aol 2 of52 A Aol G
This is written in our Sutra. So you cannot claim that I'm making
up this story. This is in the Buddhist Sutra, ok. You look for that,
you will find this story. Before he was born, came to human
realm, he went to the hells. He stayed in the hells all his
duration for long long time.
o7 Aol 2o} e AT Teld vefe] o] o7 wEoluicty
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And then somehow he made it to the heavens. The heavens of
33. This happened to be same heaven as Catholic heaven. There
are some Christians here audience today, I want them to know
that we Buddhist also include the Christians as well. Hallelujah.
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He went to the heavens, the heavens of 33, the Christian heaven
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is very happy heaven. It's true. He has very good life and he was
nearing his end, he was about to go to another heaven. He was
about to die, he was about to go to another heaven. Remember?

27t A, 33 Aguick 2 152 e R G A4

]I,}- H_C’)_. 20 A+O Arolp 7_:_'_’_0] -1;]-7]:9_7\} E}-

]’]E}- —171j /\}E] T w @= EM
L HAo =z rien ?}),{—’H—L]‘} 2oz & uw) o2 Aoz sln
SF rLH

And the Chrisitian god, he grabbed the Buddha, the god Buddha,
he said listen, down there in human realm, there's a very good
king and very good queen. Good emperor and good empress. I
want you to go down there and help them out. I want you to go

to the human realm to help them out.
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He thought that's good game. So the Buddha said ok. You are my
boss, so I listen to you. That's how he came to the human realm.
So you see, he came to human realm, extremely blessed. He
doesn’t have to go to human realm because it's lower. It's falling

for him.




then by tradition, he called on the fortune tellers. They all said,
wonderful, wonderful. We see nothing better than this guy. Ok.
We see nothing better can happen to him. Everything is ok,
emperor. So the emperor was very happy.
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When he was 1 year old, the king, the emperor put him on his
legs. He was passing judgment on 4 people who are doing bad. So
he said, the 1 year old prince was watching his father passing

judgment of these 4 evil people.

2ob elgde W, 2% $AlE 2E chle] guEn o9 @ 4
ol ) A2E el Qedee 18 gAkE ohwxst o 4 kel

oA A3t
So for 1 man, life imprisonment. The next guy he said, a
thousand beating to the sticks, basically you die by the stick. So
it's capital punishment if you will. The other guy, why? Because

these 4 people commited ? crime.
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So the crown prince sat there and his father, oh my god, why
doesn't my father realize that for doing this, he’s going to the
hells! T've been through it myself. So he was terrified. I'm gonna
get out of here. He couldn't. 1 year old, where are you gonna go?
Ok?
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So he went back. He was so depressed and went back and said,
let me go back to, what is that, Credo? Oh my god, being an
emperor is so dangerous. What I'm to do? My Chrisitian god
didn't forward me about this. Oh my god, what I'm gonna do?
2A 2 Eopzksdh wg f2elete EobrbA, EolrbA, oA
Wz, sraal A7 =le A AU ARdT Az ARR? W 7
S0 Al ke o] of 2 qF s ok HraAl o z]?

Because he was so blessed, a goddess appeared in his dream and
said, don't worry. I will teach you way out. You play deaf and
dumb. Pretend to be an idiot. That's what the crown prince did
in his age 1. He became an idiot.
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So he wouldn't speak. He wouldn't say anything. He wouldn't
watch iphone. He didn't like the Thomas, chu chu train. He just
like this, he doesn’t talk. He doens't do anything all day. He was
very smart. He deliberately chose at his age 1 to behave like an
idiot. That's how blessed he is.
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But you see, the emperor is not stupid. So they try everything. So



they starve him. The emperor is very smart. he said his fortune
teller told him that his son will be extraordinary man. It's

impossible. He's playing game with us. It's not to be.
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By the emperor's order, they starve the son. Guess what? The
crown prince would not say anything. To the point where he
became 7. The emperor father gave up, started feeding him again.
And then he said ah, hunger is difficult but thirst is a lot worse!
He wouldn't ask for water. Again, the father gave up.
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The emperor tried everything. He brought a lot of boys with him,
and gave him a lot of toys. Give him any toys. The crown prince
wouldn’t ask for 1. Even go and play for another 1 even. He just

sits there and ehhh.
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So they tried after the time and time again, the crown prince
grew to be 16 years old. The emperor tried one last time. Guess
what? The last try always. [Shana: wife!l] Shana, you are too

good, too smart.
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He ordered, he passed out edict. All the females in the royal
palaces, if you get my son to look at you with aliking way, I will

give you life and luxury the rest of your life.
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So they all went and they tried their best. You know. They all
tried. In royal palaces, the ladies are nice looking. They are very
alluring. But guess what, they are not as nice looking as, let me
tell you, goddess up in the heaven. That's why the crown prince

said, ah, I've seen this before. So he wouldn't budge
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The emperor said, this is it, my son is gotta be stupid. This is it!
This escapes me. I mean, anyone who smart at all, has mind at
all, cannot be like this! So he said. That's it. T gave for nothing. I
cannot have a handicapped son for crown prince, so I condemn

him to death.
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So his wife came and hug his head. Your highness, when I gave
birth to our son, our beloved son, you promised me, you gave me

a gift. You said ask for anything. I never asked for anything from
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you before. I ask for you his life.
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You see, I like you to make him emperor. Emperor said, no! It's
impossible. I can give you anything else with that. But, see, this
woman is smart. When you marry to an emperor, you know how

to negotiate with him.
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She said, ok, you don't want to make him emperor, what about
making him emperor for a year? No way, not for a year. So she
said, what about a month? So he said, come on. 7 days!
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So emperor said, ok, because of my love to you. This emperor is
smart. He said I would be nice to her. This is my commentary.
Because I know a little bit about the emperor. So he said, she

gave me a son before. I should be nicer, maybe there’s a second,

you know.
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So he said 7 days, that's all you get. She produced a miracle

before. So he agreed to her that let him become an emperor for 7
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days. Guess what? When he becomes an emperor, this emperor is
smart. Maybe we tempt him after all, you see, because now either

that, he's gonna die.
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So for 7 days, everyday, the crown prince is. [laugh] So the
mother would go and see him everyday. Come on! Please, you
gotta do something for me because you don't do anything at all,

he’s gonna kill you in 7 days.
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Every single day she comes and see him and beg him and cries.
Get on her knees, please, please, I'm your mother, remember?
Remember, you owe me. You gotta do something for me. It's

killing me to see you like this.
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What did the crown prince do? So at the end of 7 days, no
change. This is how extraordinary this man here is. Ok. So the
emperor at the end of 7 days, this is it. You got the change,

woman, that's it.
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He called on the fortune teller and said you! You told me that
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nothing’s gonna happen to my son. How can you explain this. I
am asking this woman here because she has a story to tell me
every single time she comes.
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The fortune teller is very smart. See, the cream of the cream.
Your majesty, we knew it wouldn't work, but you were so happy,
we couldn't have a heart, we couldn't break your heart! We didn't
have the heart to tell you. That's what happens when you go see
fortune tellers.
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So anyway, so the emperor said, ok, 1 man is dead today is
enough, I spare all of you. I will kill my son today. I spare your
life in order of my son. So he ordered his driver to bring his son,
drive his son to outside of the city and dig a grave. When he's
digging the grave, the crown prince said, oops, it's not good. I

didn't come here to die. I would waste my life.
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Think about it, would be a total waste. He said, no, I cannot die.
So he stood up and walked over to the driver and tap his head.

Hey. You know me? Who are you? He said, I'm busy, come back,
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don’t bother me. The crown prince said, I'm the crown prince you

are trying to bury.
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gt Wl Gk Azt o 27 Bozn 6}—‘5 2 Azted), gtz
Ao

He convinced the chauffeur here that he's a crown prince and
he’s actually normal. He told him the story I put on an act for 16
years. [ don't simply, do not want to be an emperor. Now that
my father and my mother gave up on me. I don't owe them
anymore. Now I want to leave the home life.

AAbe 2 ehelA b Alstoln AAe HAboleln ASHEe

169 7+ edo)aigietn, WAl FA7H 52 AR gskn Ry ofA

2Pk, o o4 25elA WA A G oA Ertekn Ane of
715 Maeh

So he left. It's a long story, I'm running out of time. There's
many more details. Basically he left home life and became hermit
and cultivator and became very very happy. [laughing] Come on,
Shanal

2ejd 2wt olrlrh Roladle. Alzre) 2atehile. o 4
A dgso) dEUeie 21t 2718 BT £F 49} o] e
o % sl geieh [phael £ AR oleiz]oh

Really, really, being a left home person does have a lot of its
own benefits. It has a meaning in there. Actually it turns out that
[ like the story because you see, it give you a broad picture
what's desirable and what's not desirable for these people who are

blessed.

Aoz 27hA7b He e 2 AR okF Be ojole] Qg 2

—
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The one who are so greedy for you know, power, money, love all
those things, ehh, it's no big deal. You know, he's never turned
on by that. The people who are blessed, they really are not

attached to it at all. Ok.

A £ A 2 BE AL ek B5 oo, 27 d4EA W%
eh ok 23 Az Qe £5e)7 gaeve & ve Adse A
2= 23 2ol A AR ehavleh eAol

That's how the Buddha, he went through many iteration like that.
His father and mother actually were, they became father and
mother when he became Shakyamuni Buddha

2ol BAUEe Do) e AL wol WaAA ARG 19 Re
He A 27F Ak Aol gls we] Brdo] El g
And guess who's the driver is? Anyone? The driver, by the way,
he said if you want to leave home life, I will follow you. The
driver followed him. He said, this guy is something else. He
outsmarts all of us. He wanted to follow the crown prince in
order to learn his wisdom.
S onhRe RRUke? RHE AR 2 onhEb 2, 9l 2
etaletd AE deide, hn B siis 0F delzig
o o A Rt gole. g2 nERe o LT A 2k
Artel S enat AAE debhn o] g ek

Close. Yeah, she's a Vajra Sutra kind of person. Shariputra.

Shariputra. He loved the Buddha because of his wisdom. He loved
the Buddha's wisdom. That's why he became no.l of wisdom.
Alsie. dl 2ys S Tk AfElE AlRlEY YT 2

Aol 28 wgo] FAde ARG e FAEY 26

e

I
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He recognized the boy, 16 years old is far superior than all the
empire. So he followed him to learn. So Shariputra keeps on
following the Buddha to learn from the Buddha. Any question?
25 2164 #e| Gl s dopgtgyeh 2 Alarlie o 53
oh. 2eM 2 e MRS w2l A S FA
e AlS wreteiue] BadoezRe wfedgu el AR s

So you see, the point here is that, another meaning of the story

is that when you have wisdom, you realize that you understand
something called cause and effect. The Buddha saw that being,
living in rich and wealth, in power, you tend to create a lot of

karmas. It's not worth it for him. It's not worth.

o714 Bde, 2 elvlel = ek gule ofeiielA Ad7t gekd

kel gele A elolTe $AUE Laan A4 2 4

£ 0] ge d4g 3E 2Pl 4= 2 2agdsh 2eld 13 2
A

That's why, in conclusion, see, in Buddhism, the 1 thing for the
one who are new, the 1 thing the Buddha brought to our, part of
his teaching is something called rebirth. Not only, any kind of
rebirth. rebirth to the Western Bliss Pure Land. Rebirth out of
here. Because this world, if you come back to it, like Steve Jobs,
it's not a good idea. It's a bad idea, if you ask me. It's very bad

idea. It's not worth it.

Agdoz wabd, ool Mze BSold =2 £ Qe @ A
BAGAA $elolA Ao @ AbA, 2o st2 F AR} gleh
Wtz gaolehe vt ARTAR e GyEe ohe) o2
ot 4 Luch Af)n AN o] AA2 Selechd, 27
2o 7ol opyguich U Azt A BrchHe. ofF Heal
B7Q ek 22 vk obloh Qg o
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If you go to Western Bliss Pure Land, which we are trying to do
to this gentleman here, then you got it make. You no longer
revolve in the wheel. Remember, he was at the Christian heaven,

and it comes to an end like all the good things. They all come to
an end. Ok.

S5t of7] o] WAEE B s AYIAAE clzie] 1
chal 23] efejEe 4RE Adth o o4 &FaA Gadch o
AL 2k JlEa WAe dobl BE 3& Qg ass zo
godch 2258 25 2o yhch e

He said, no, it's too dangerous. Sometimes you make it, you fall,
sometime you go up in the heavens, have a good time and you
fall down, you suffer miserably for long long time. You come up
and you remember and say oh my god, is it worth it? No, it's not
worth it for him.

25, ohdk ol R H”e o e AdFetEY, SRS of

ZF2)7F Sl obuk, 2ozl 2 do] 2™ wbgl 7}717} Hee %Ll“}.
That's why the Buddha came to our world and said, come on
guys. Get out of reincarnation, go away from this wheel here. Go
to the Pure Land, go to any Pure Land! Any Pure Land.

22fA FAEAA 2] AAE MM, o)t 2hdE. &35 Blojval
o] vp3] &Kol A HER 7h o= HEE] o= HEE wolof
The universe is made up of, our world is called impure lands and
pure lands. So you obtain rebirth to any kind of Pure Land, you
will be much better off than going to impure land. The impure
land is not for ordinary people.
$2E dzel HER olzolsvch el AdE dEyuc 2
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You go to the Pure Land, in Amitabha's Pure Land, there’s no
illness. No illness at all. There’s no hells. Ok. There's no ghost.
There’'s no animals. Becasue those 3 realms are realms of
suffering. So if you make it there, you only know bliss, happiness,

no more suffering.

oigo] W=, obulet EAde) FE= sbad ik AYel gl
o gelste eveh A1%el gaveh edlel A4 92, 5
o]

1

%i%‘fl“}. 2 A 7R wAE A2l jAle]r] w2y e o
Eof 7}7] AdaadchH, xR o] etap PEuke du o o
g A 2gol g
Particular, there is one kind of Pure Land. I know these people,
these Asians, they know a lot of Pure Lands. I'm gonna ask them
they know about this particular Pure Land. This particular Pure
Land, when you go there, and you eat rice, very fragrant rice. It's
the most fragrant rice you ever eat. Only rice, no meat, no tofu,
no onion, no garlic.

=3 A= 3 shit o] ohdel AdEL HEE Wel gm glid

oml o} gr)ze Yalch FAle] ol A gz Y
D75 EBE oFuls ufts% 9lo] uial areluc)

Just rice itself, that's only thing you eat for meal. These beings
are humongous. They are as big as mountains. And after they eat

. . . . . tl
this bowl of rice, this particular rice, you become a 4" stage

2wt Hedsh 2 7idE FdeA g s o47)e) &4

Se 9% Adgch AwE Sk o % @ 2712 B3 o
Solg g Hon) YA ofebaro] Pt

=]
[Shana: how easy!] Yeah, you don't have to cultivate. You don't
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have to come to Lu Mountain and recite the Buddha's name or
listen to the Dharma. You eat 1 meal, you become a 4" stage
Arhat, meaning a sage. It's very hard thing to do here in this
world. Extremely hard.

(AR ehal 2] 2@, 49 o sl e dledre oatt o
A dEs ) He =< we oy v g
A7k ek of7] o] AAAE B17t ol BEeh ofF WE
=

You see, that's why when you go to the Pure Land, you are much

better off. Much easier to cultivate. When you cross your legs, no
pain! Ok. So anyway, that's why you should go to the Pure Land.
lEH/\i ofefio] 2 A= 7w HXY vioks ek 24 ekt
51 b} AZNRES = FFol dsHE LAlo]l 2EiA ofRrE o
That's the 1 message I sent to you today is that you may not
believe what I'm telling you that remember, the 1 lesson I want
to take you out of here today, tonight is that reincarnation, if you
need to be smart about it and find a way to go to a Pure Land.
That's the best bet, then this life is not in vain. Then you

haven't been coming here in vain.

ofglol Wb ste e Wz ZetHE, Wr L5 Astee w4
hul

A
Z shibe 2tk oF oj2jgesl AW 2E F shbt 2 &3
FohA ofe} e Txafrof so} Amo] e YL Hopop WY
ek A 2o gyedvch 28 o) Ao) sl g 29
57 olzel & 7 byt

Questions? [VXC Vietnamese] For you who are not familiar with
Pure Land things, the Chinese they have a record to the Pure
Land. It turns out that among the Pure Lands, the Western Bliss

Pure Land is the easiest one to get to.
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This is why these Asians believe in going to Western Bliss Pure
Land because of Amitabha Buddha, the white statue right there.
This is Amitabha Buddha right here, ok. And then these are his
lieutenants. Guan Yin Bodhisattva and Great Strength Bodhisattva.

22 A o] oflopel & ofn|ef A wiol] AYSHAE Th= A
= YT A7) AAlE ek =
|2l o] ofalepRado]a o
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Amitabha Buddha his vow, he said if you recite my name 10
times, 1 mind unconfused, when you die, I come and bring you
back. You don't need go through that judge, King Yama, you don't
have to. That's why many Asians recite his name. That's why we
gather here together to recite the Buddha's name.

OME} A2 MAE Ao, dAEFez 279 o2 101
ool H& W oteefRA A MM o2 w7l
5}5’— %H\i%"]i}. et efolzt Az
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It turns out that a lot of people obtain rebirth to his land. That's
why there’s a record called, records of rebirth to the Pure Land,
his Pure Land. It's this thick. That recounters a lot of stories,
people of all kinds of all walks of life. Rich, you know, like
Vietnamese queen to Japanese emperor to a poor woman to a
butcher. All kinds of people, they recite the Buddha's name and
they got obtained rebirth.

W ARREol 2o veel ARt ok JeiAM gdelete

L
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Our limited experience as well, How do we know those things?
Because we know there, when people obtain rebirth to a Pure
Land, there’'s many many manifestations. For example, this is well
documented.

2o A HEEe, f2|7F of®A 2 AL Y7k divet
o Aprsol AE0] ST okF W& BASel deth 98 5
oA oldl 5L 2 ASsle] Yevek
For example, when a person obtained rebirth to the Pure Land,
the room is fragrant. Or the light, the brightness of the room. 1
of the nun we helped to go for rebirth, I announced that she

went for rebirth. She didn't tell me. She didn't say anything about

it.
g2 Soin olm Atgre] Hmel ABEEl, 2 o] 77w
£ wo] wekn gueh $elAt GAe) eld @ gy 2y
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On the final day, the 49 day, a lot of monks and nuns came to
the funeral. So they saw a bright light, going through the funeral
home, everyone can see it. Those manifestations are not to show
off. They are designed to increase your faith. That's why the
many manifestions like that or people come back into the dreams.

ohAl 4990A SR 2 Be wT u Ty AdSe] He Al 2]

r =, 1o

A
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o 250l AeAAe Frste e ¥le EE A
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The Asian cultures are full of it. That's why the Asians really
believe in rebirth to the Western Bliss Pure Land. This is the
superior aspect, superior contribution to Asian culture. I hope the
Asians preserve it for their posterity and I hope you Westerners

would take advantage of it. You yourself have your own

experience.

ofrlo} 3= I AER ISt 2iAM opAjoldlER AHUE
AT YA e Dok A obAlel Bate] £47
27, 457 7ot oprold gl S Sd) 27 REFA 4
FUTh 323 ol ATASe] 12 %3 £ 97E wp o
e 2s2 YL e AT

Because I hope if you see the happening to the people you care,
then you know it works. Ok, and you will. I assure you there will
be many manifestations in this country, you will see.

fpetsd Ue of2Eo] ozl AFRENA dojues dEE BR
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The Pure Land Dharma door, the Pure Land school is in the US
right now. That's why there will be a lot records like that in this
US from Espanol speaking people. You will see. Because the Pure
Land Dharma door is very very simple. You cannot believe unless

you have confirmation.

BEHEE, =SS 2w I =l A5y 2EA wlsddAe
~3elels Wt AFRIERRE o] =ol wol A 2 Ak

e - 2
F ofF Sedch gale] el

<

7|

_97_



And this is in memory, in gratitude to my late master, master
Xuan Hua. He brought that Dharma door to the US. You don't
have to go very far. Before you have to Vietnam, you have to go
to China to ask for help.

o)Z el Ayl X ARl i 21y, AR 2o 2

& vFoE AL sg el o e ofF el 7p2] gfotm Fth

Hols ool MEdez Fx02 7tA =35 Asobrt o
Now, without bragging, the Chinese have to come to the US to
ask help. We are very lucky. We are so blessed that it's finally
here that we can take advantage of it. Ok, any question?
Asteis A oheh o F3US0) wlFel 4 £4E Hejor
O

Yook f2le ok o] E5uch upAW or]dl (FEHE]) 9
) _L,—_ 7_21

[inaudible question] What he talked about is not about that. He
talked about confirmation from his own experience when he was
in labor camp. That's why I ignored it because he related his

friends there. So it's too long story to relate to you.

(4% A% o 23] 22k s rle 20 opdyeh 2k $gao)
Be @ A Yoz AUl Ao YL Gk 24 2
2 AT er)E B A bt PARGUE 27 olejes B

719 4 23 2 ol

But for your sake, it's not about salvation or races. It's about. Let
me put it this way to you, if you don't believe what you heard
tonight, when you die, then you believe. That's how it works, by

the way. Listen carefully.

SR el B e A5 DA o7 Tt AFe] B Ao| of
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Those who do not believe what I talked about in terms of hells,

fur

SERREY

you may not believe me. You don't have to believe me. I know,
why I keep on talking about things that people have no proof for,
people have been badmouthing, this monk is crazy, he keeps on

scaring us, he's a scaremonger. All these things.

Wb AS o715 u) A b BEL W TE VL 4 4]
¢ 2 he A ek BAS et of A ae

The reason I tell you is because even though you don't believe
me right now, when you die, you will find out that what I told
you is true. That you become a ghost, you have to go see a judge
and you suffer, you are hungry, you are cold. You are scared like
hell. It's so frightening. You don't know what fear is like yet until
you get there.

Hot ofzlehe olfe oEie] 2w AL W TE ok WErEE
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And then! I assure you, at that point of time, then you say, oops!
He was right! This is the nature of my work. And then you fall.
That's what happens. Before you go to the hells, ooops! I knew it.
And guess what? Because of that thought, the next time you hear

me again, aha! You are right, I believe you. [master laughing]

aefeboh Agehee, amoh 9 ol Ee o)l 2 ARy o] 2}
ofl, 2 gk ) do] Pa) 2Lk 222 ofeire Pojiy]
ek 23 Qo] AZeh elzEe] A% sho] Aol ol L 99l



[ heard it before!l It rings a bell here. See, we Buddhists are very
long term strategy thinking. You don't have to believe me right
now. You will believe me when you die. I assure you that. And

then next time, no more doubts.

el Eofgtoial A=
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ARE itk ofeiRel AT B TE Voelof e 7 okyvet
o2 Zow W % W AUk Wt AFYIE 222 g Aol

Because if you are still in reincarnation wheel, I assure you I will
see you again in a few more billion years. [Shana: you are not
gonna go to the Pure Land?] It's not for sure, honey. [Shana’ I
think you are going]l I'm not going. I'm too busy. I don't have
time to go to the Pure Land.

ool o] ojsl &3 w1 4ol ek, AReked Waeld Fol of
e W7h ohAl & Zlor] wiEduleh [Apuh vpaE
Alar] BAR] oketel, ook [ARv 7RAlE & dSkeia] o ok 7h Y

T oupwh ' A7) glof,

[ will come back and find you. And say, you see, I explain this
again. You will say, wow, beautiful lecture, wow! This master, he
can speak Dharma! I love the way he speaks Dharma. Why?
Because you heard it before.

e Eolelq el B vtk
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That's why the Buddhas and the monks they keep on coming
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back. Because it's long term work. It's not 1 time. Look at it this
way. If you meet a person first time, what are chances you sell
something right away. Virtually zero. Right? It takes several

meetings. Many many meetings, right?

celd 2AET AdEe] Aes Betes Ruch RrHelr] U

C
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Same thing in DBuddhism. Trust me. Very patient. I say, 1
remember you. Aha, [ saw you already. You look familiar.

Especially the boy there. You know, he ignores me right now but

he hears.
EpE opabzbz]gduch W 2 Rox e ofF <luyAlo] vRLuch e
FA Z1dure, ofat, Aol @z, o] oule, £3] 7] A Fafl,

Phn weh 2k A2 B g RASAT 0 TE 21E Y]
Even the little boy who's playing right now, it's going to his ears.
When he falls, next time he will say, when you fall, oops!
Someone described this to me before. This is why even we

encourage people to bring their children to temple.

13 Y 52 0 oY ds o 2o 29 A 20 2

C:

Even though they are not cautiously aware, they don't know
what's happening, but their consciousness still registers. It's still
there. The seeds are there. Next time, you know, he hears me, he
will be more receptive. Marina, too. I don't know about these

Buddhist things! True or not? I know that! She’s kind of skeptical
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like her father. She adores her father. That's why whatever her
father thinks, she thinks. Am I correct?
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It's normal. Ok, time is up. In 10 more minutes, 8 more minutes,
wrap it up. Ok, we wrap it up by producing a vow to be reborn
to Western Bliss Pure Land. I know that lady there need this very
soon. Ok, alright. Please get the booklet and the music stands.
You don't have to stay, you have to go. I understand. But this is

our wraping it up.

27 Qureh oslol Azke) ok Hlze 108 AE o 8% A=
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How was your first 4 days of practice? Little bit tired? Ok. Feels
better than Chan? It's so nice to be able to recite the Buddha's
name. It's just a nice Dharma door. In fact, I was talking to a
lady who brought her son last night. She said that 3 nights ago,

she brought the son to the temple. This is the 3 time.

%) 497v0) $3)0] ojuirte? = 4»&7}07 Sl dEotE vret
L7 A2 g ey STe o) oakeh fEddvh AME v o
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Wrt obs& Aol dlgtguch A Al A
She noticed big difference after they came back. [ asked what
difference did you see? She said the son was better behaved. He

seems to be calmer. He seems to be happier.

292t Eoizt F 2 zfolE A e oW 2olE #ez 24
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[ said wow, that's interesting. There will be a lot of, a lot of
children coming to our temple. It's nice to see the changes in
children. The effect would have in the children.

Fob, Andle. 2] Ao #xl o g ofo]Eo] oA H vk of
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It made me remember that in the ‘Infinite Life Sutra’, or the

large Amitabha Sutra, where Shakyamuni Buddha explained the

Pure Land Dharma door, He said that, Amitabha Buddha also
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called ‘Infinite Light Buddha', he also has more names. Did you
know? You are Pure Land specialists.
AR AEAAM FEHES At <FFeAddA Z2 <o}
slebsel Al ofmleliade BerolnE 5
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N

ot

No one knows? [Viethamese Audience] Can you turn on the
volume a little bit? She can't hear. Anyone knows? [Vietnamese]
He also goes by other names as well. Qing Jing Guang, that's

another name that he has. The Pure Light Buddha, ok?

ofREE REU7L? [HEEY 3] g3 2ES 71YE & A5k

2uzt ¢ ERlvhe 2 77 ok AH? [MlEEY 5] = e o
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[Chinese audience] Yeah, that's correct. The Shakyamuni Buddha
said the Infinite Light Buddha, he emits the light that goes to the

east, to the west, to the north, to the south, in all directions.

[F3 HF) o, RHveh ArkRd BAUAA FFY Aol
2 oBBAEUS BY AT 2P A% 2E YYo= U Lo
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Whoever encounters this light, they will, their defilement will
reduce and they become nice and they will feel peaceful and
happy. So this is why so Amitabha Buddha is very very kind and
compassionate. He emits light to help living beings in the Dharma

realm. Those who encounter this light have such responses.

| 2 olRAE ABE STl FolEn Fobin Yoid Ak
ol Eleka Puieh aelA obelet EAUALE =g wg 214
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Last night we talked about the dangers of reincarnation. That's
what all the Buddhas appear in the world in order to help us to
address that problem. The problem of birth and death. Each

Buddha has their own approach to help living beings.
ojAatol| 2|7t &3] Tl"a“’ﬂ Al of 7] g5 et BE FAEA A

So on the causal grounds, he went through many many iterations.
He practiced many many Dharma doors. So in the Sutras, the
Sutra recorded for example, the Lotus Sutra recorded the fact that,
Lotus Sutra is considered to be a part of the Pure Land school
Sutra.

22fA Q1 (HHb) A 2 ofn
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[t said that in the prior life, long long time ago, there was a king,
an emperor, wheel turning emperor. The wheel turning Dharma

king left home life and practiced. He became a Buddha. So he

became a Buddha and he spoke Dharma.
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So he had 16 sons. When the Buddha was speaking Dharma, these

16 princes came and listened to him. They were so happy when

they listened to the Dharma. So they brought forth the mind to

leave home life.
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Among the 16 princes, the 9 h prince was later Amitabha Buddha,
who became Amitabha Buddha. I believed the 127 prince was
Shakymuni Buddha. That's why when Shakyamuni Buddha became
Buddha in this world, he praised Amitabha Buddha because they
knew each other for long long time.

1639 97t o otlal Yridol Fol ofulet wade] 542, )
G712 123 gabdol ArtEy Bapdol gy ok 2l A "47}3‘4
FAPAAA o] AANA FA7F =g o, ofalef HEajde zbsksial
Ak el 252 MEE off eAlEt g AL

Do you know how Shakyamuni Buddha, what is the specialty of
the 16" prince, the Dharma door of 16" prince? That specialized
in reciting the Dharma Flower Sutra, Lotus Sutra.
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Another life, the Amitabha, in prior life he also was a king. He's

specialized in giving and renunciation. And then another life, he’s

specialized in practicing speaking Dharma.
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My point here is that each Buddha, they go through a
different Dharma doors. If you want to become a Buddha, you
have to practice many many Dharma doors. You cannot become a

Buddha unless you practice many many Dharma doors.
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Finally, his biggest accomplishment before he became a Buddha
Y 88 p
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was that he was a great king, by the name of no fighting thought
king. He listened to the Buddha speaking Dharma, at that time
the Buddha appeared in the world. He was so happy, listening to
the Dharma that he decided right there to quit his throne, gave

up his throne and became a Bhikshu.

nprlfe 2 a2y EAzb 57] Ao ohA 2 dFHEe e T ¢
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He became a Bhikshu FaZang. Most of you recognized the name,
Dharma Treasury Bhikshu. So Dharma Treasury Bhikshu, he looked
at the Buddha. You are so adorned. He saw how adorend the
Buddha was. So he said, when [ become a Buddha, [ want to be

just as adorned as you. I want my Buddha land to be the best

there is.
25 HA w7t =gy o2 R fEEE WA vlFete oS
gz 2HA YA ¥Fe 2 BAEES epetRdS o Al efe
zhedstdvch o BAjdo] duput 2kedsialz] 2= Borgu Tk A7t
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So please teach me how to have the best Buddha land there is.
This is what all Buddhas do. Each Buddha, those of you who
don't know about this, many of you probably are not aware of

that. When you become a Buddha, you will become a Buddha.

2y Fr] o 2] ESES HE 5 UeR] PEAFAA L]
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What happens is that the Buddha on the road to become a
Buddha, they reach certain level, they become enlightened, around
7™ ground Bodhisattva level, that's certain enlightment level. They
started thinking of what kind of Buddha land that I will have.
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Why would Buddhas want their Buddha lands, not use other
Buddhas' Buddha lands? It's because in their cultivation path, they
realize that they owe us. They realize, they still owe us, they owe

some living beings.
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Because in the past, they, let's say he was a monk. And then a
person came a piece of bread. That's a debt. Ok. Then he
remembers us. Believe it or not. He remembers each and every
one of you who did him a favor.
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So what happens is that when I become a Buddha, I vow to help
such people. You see that? So he would then create a world. This
world here, what is the nature of this world? This world is so
desirable that to each and every one that he owes to.
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Juct,
So what happens is that the world is so attractive enough that he
can draw the people he owe, his creditors to his world so that he

can teach them and help them become a Buddha.
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Question. So that's why, you see, the Buddhas they practice so
many Dharma doors. Because every time we practice Dharma
doors, he takes on certain debts. So what happens is that these
Buddhas, each and every Buddha would create a world, Buddha
land, a world if you will, or a galaxy if you will in order to help
the living beings that he owes to, who have been revolving in the

wheel of reincarnation.
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Because he remembers all these debts, so he would go everywhere
throughout the universe to help bring these living beings to him.
So far so good? This is the big picture of why they do all these.
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So what happens is that Amitabha Buddha, the person, whose
name we recited everyday, has been practicing it for so long that
his Buddha land is unsurpassed in adornments. There's no other

Buddha land is more adorned than his Buddha land.
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Why is that? Because he knows that all of us are attracted to
adorned places. We'd like to live in nice houses. You like to drive

nice cars. You like to live in nice houses. You like to wear nice

clothes.
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So his Buddha land is one of the most adorned Buddha land in
the entire universe. Why is that? Because his vow is very vast.
He said I also vow to save all living beings whether I owe them
or not. Ok. So that's the nature of his compassion. Any questions?
azfA 20 ExEs 2 HA A o A9 ESE 5 oy
vk ol 257k eivist 20 M o] wlg- FreliskAl 2] gl
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So the universe, as I said last night, there are 2 kinds of galaxies.
2 kinds of worlds. Remember? One is impure, one is pure. The
Saha world we are right now is impure. Whereas the Western
Bliss Pure Land is pure. Ok?
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So the name the game is that when you go to the impure land,
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you will experience suffering. What happens is that when you
experience all these suffering and you wake up and say, oh my
goodness. Maybe it's not as exciting as I thought it would be! So
then next time you think I should have a better destination. I
should try a Pure Land.
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You see, your body is ill, you are getting older. It doesn't respond
to you anymore. You get tired of it. Ok, this is enough. I want to
go to a place where I don't grow old, I don't have any illness.
And I would be safe.
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That's why people who understand Buddhism, know 1 of the best
way to get out of reincarnation is to go to the Pure Land. So far
so good? This is what the Buddhist tradition is about. This is

what the Pure Land Dharma door is about.

22 A ERE oldlishe AFRER &3S Holve o WY F of
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However there is a problem. So we all know that the Pure Land
is the Pure Lands are the ideal places to go to next time around.
It's really the best places. However, to get to the Pure Land is
extremely difficult. If you look at the Buddhist teaching, what

stands out among all the Buddhas Pure Lands.

stalRt A7l 2A7F dsdoh 2] REe AEZF ohg e 2

olf

- 111 -



& ) go] 22 sl=ig
HE ol T wol =& 2o sk

However among all the Pure Lands, the

happens to be the Western Bliss Pure Land.

Amitabha Buddha anticipated, he saw that.

though those Pure Lands are very nice, but

AT HEO] o=
2y e 2AYY
easiest one to get

This is exactly what
He saw that even

people have hard to

get into there.
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So he created an expedient for people to get there. He says that
by reciting my name, after I became a Buddha, after I have my

Buddha Bliss Pure Land, if

throughout the worlds, throughout the universe, recite my names

own land, Western

living beings
10 times with 1 mind unconfused, then I will come and bring that
person back to my Pure Land. Personally come and bring that
person back.
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Why is that? Because his Buddha land is very far away, you
cannot travel that far. It's impossible to go there without his help.
So he has to come here to help you. Alright? Any questions?
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Vietnamese question] There's a question. This is not my student,
it happens to be my master's student so. She said it sounds so
fine and good. But, if I'm supposed to recite 10 times, this
Buddha's name 10 times. Let's say, if I would recite the Buddha's
name 5 or 6 times only. I can't make it to the 10 times, where
am I going to go? Can anyone help me out here?

[slEdo] 2] Aol Sled W Aol ofvzh Wl 259 ol
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[Shana: too bad] Too bad. [Q: Half way, then] You will be
somewhere in space. [VXC Vietnamese] He said that this
gentleman here, he's phonetic about Pure Land. Let me clarify
this for you. He said the Buddha, even though you recite 5, 6

times, the Buddha will never abandon you. Ok?

[ etz 9] ¢F sz [AFS5 what obeh ope AR] £33 o
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Now he’s putting words on the Buddha's mouth. That's why that’s
called phoneticism. The Buddha never said that! I never read that
before. The Buddha never said if Guo Yin recites my name only 5
times, I will never abandon her. I assure you, Amitabha Buddha
would say, Guo Yin, Good luck! [laughing]
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Yes, question. [Vietnamese question] That's correct. She said that
actually it's not 10 times. Even if you recite only once and you do
it with utmost concentration, you will get the response. He will

get the message.
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What proof I have? Amitabha Sutra said so. If one day or 2 days
or 3 days up to 7 days, if you recite my names with one mine

unconfused, I will bring you back. He doesn't say 10 times. Ok?
Wot 712 2217 BUnb? ofn|eldol Al 22 A) e} o) ok okl
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Yes. [Shana: One mind unconfused, you practice level of
confusions] What is confusion? [Shana: Because if you are here,
still not enlightened, you are confused. Because you didn't go
outside of suffering, how can you recite unconfused, if you are

still in the wheel of reincarnation]
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You don't need to be enlightened to be one mind unconfused.
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You don’t need to. You don't have to be enlightened. Because if

the requirement for the rebirth to the his Pure Land, is that you
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need to be enlightened, forget it. You won't make it.
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You don't understand the enlightment. There's nothing to do with
one mind unconfused. Not at all. Yes. [Shana’ if you are not
confused, why still be in the reincarnation cycle?] What does it
mean ‘one mine unconfused? It's two different things. Let's talk
about that. What is this one mind unconfused this thing here?
AL AL olsletn QA Be ek 27 QHEaAD} ok
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This is a requirement. You'd better understand it. Very smart,
good question. A lot of people said I recite the Buddha's name
because I hope for rebirth. And the Buddha said you'd better be
one mind unconfused. And no one can explain what it is.
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Yes. [Vietnamese audience] Guo Yin said a lot of blessings,
adequate blessings. That's correct. Then I ask her, what is enough,
how much you have before it's enough? How many temples you
have to give me before it's enough? Yes? Ru Jing?
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[Chinese] She said that she read a book. This is why when you
speak Dharma, these people throw things at you. If you don't
remember which Sutra it is, I'm not gonna talk to you. I'm not
gonna take you seriously. You have to tell me exactly what
names.
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[Chinese] [master sigh] This is the problems of all these
practices, all these superstitions. They don't know what they are
talking about. I'm saying all these people speaking Pure Land

Dharma door, they don't know what they are talking about.
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[ give you an example. The reason that people talk about these
things and they speak nonsense, they give you a bunch of
nonsense because they don't know, they haven't been there yet.
When you speak the Dharma, you gotta know either you know

from someone who's been there or you've been there yourself.
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You can't. People interpret this. You read the books about one
mind unconfused. And you have all kinds of people saying all

kinds of different things. To answer her, she keeps complicating
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the pictures for me. She said enlightment has many many

gradation. Therefore maybe one mind unconfused is one of those

gradations, many different levels.

% 4 ek AREe 27 dede AAgds dyze o
Ase 0 £ ARtsol £2 drlE Funh 2elA wear 2
Wi 238 A4 2 B dole. ARee ofel ge el
Aol QlofAl, ofmtE dAERIE 2™ oz @ dA aetHoldE

% o= S AAdle, 2k gk

[ said no, it isn't. It's not that. I give you an example. If this is
the various gradation of enlightment, is it clear? Look carefully.
This is the Buddha, this is the lowest person. So far so good?
You don't need to know what they are. You are too low. Where
is this one mind unconfused? She's right. The Buddha is here, the

lowest level here.
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Now where is this one mind unconfused? Where is it? She said
the book said, it's somewhere here. I said no, it isn't. Yes.
[Shana: maybe you are in the samadhi state?] That's right, that's
correct. It's Samadhi. That's correct. Ok. What is it? Where is it?
olA] o] dAETE ofF7te? ofr]drte? Hes o] odrtd A
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Would you like to know where the 1 mind unconfused Samadhi

is? [Shana: it can be anywhere when you are in that state,
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right?] No. [Shana: ok, never mind] Yes? Where is it? [Chinese]

This Chinese woman, this is the fault of Chinese people.
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[ declared yesterday, that the Pure Land Dharma door is migrated
to the US from China. That's why the Chinese don't understand it
anymore. That's my proof right now. Look at her face.
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The one mind unconfused is so much lower. It's even
underground. Ok? Why is that? If it's anyone near this, forget it.
We wouldn't have a chance. None of you have a chance. None of
you. I even tell you none of you right now in this lifetime will

be enlightened.

Qgare B4 ootk Axe] Astetn ke eso)? of 2

Gzl Aok (A= gAel) o7)(M2e) 2t Dozl
g2l F3E gtk s & FrelAE 250k gavleh
o2 F FrolelEa. vot LalFAA AR)e] w2 o A1F Aol
oeld 3 FPE A 2 g

[ say, I look at your face now, all of you, none of you will be
enlightened in this life time. I tell you right now. If I'm wrong, I
will go to the hells. Yes. [Chinese question] She said, Chinese
woman again. She said one mind unconfused, you just believe in

the Buddha. Superstition from this Chinese woman again.
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[Vietnamese audience] Yes. [Shana! if you are in Samadhi state,
you don't have any thoughts, how can you recite?] You can be in
Samadhi while you recite. [Shana: Oh, so you still recite to get
into that Samadhi] There are millions of different types of

Samadhis, concentration. Ok?
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You can be in Samadhi and paint. You can be in Samadhi and
write poetry. You can be in Samadhi while you walk. There are
some Samadhi, when you are in Samadhi and freeze. These all

kinds of different states.
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Something is called, Samadhi called one mind unconfused. It’s
different. I repeat for you. This one mind unconfused, this kind of
Samadhi, this kind of state you enter while you are reciting the
Buddha's name. Is that clear? Different kind of Samadhi. It's

different. Ok? Is that clear?

Make sure that Chinese people understand that, please. See? I
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learned it from Chinese, and they are so confused now. So I
never trusted, I didn't trusted Vietnamese translation. I went to
Chinese text. I did research myself. I verified it.
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Because if I say nonsense, I will fall to the hells. I have no
interest at all. Ok. I don't want to go there. You can go there if
you want. I prefer not to go there. Any questions? So far so
good? Yes, sir.
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[VX]: How does the one mind unconfused relate to that, it ?
samadhis we talked about] I don't know. I don't know. There is
no comparison says, this one mind unconfused is correspond to
this or that. So what it means is that it's different type of
Samadhi, that's all I know. I don't know where it stands. It's a

good question.
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If there’s not in the books, I don't dare to say it. I haven't read it

yet. So I don't know where it is. I really dont. Yes? Question.

[Shana! So when you visit the monk in Asia, they (inaudible)
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there’s no thought, right?] That's correct. [Shana: Not one mind,

it's no mind.] There's no mind, that's right. That's how he can be

frozen.
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If he had a thought, you are dead. Ok? The reason you age, you
are dying is because you are full of thought. That's why. So you
are aging, you are growing older, you are dying because you are
full of thoughts, that's why. The more thoughts you have, the
quicker you age. Quicker you die.
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Questions. Yes. [Shana: So the monk, frozen over time, no eating.
(inaudible) exactly same] Not really because you know, the skin

has deteriorates and stuff like that. You need a little bit of make

up before you recognize this person.
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Of course, it's material. If you keep on leaving it out there, it's
dirty and all those things. It's natural. What is this one mind
unconfused? So recite, so the practice of recitation, the objective

of reciting the Buddha's name is to enter this Samadhi called the
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state of concentration, Samadhi called, one mind unconfused.
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What is this, how do you recognize this? [Shana! If you make it

to the Pure Land, then you know] Then you know you made it,

yes, absolutely. Yes? What? You said something?
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[Vietnamese audience] She said that this woman has been a nun

for 20 years now. She's her 70s. So the Asian, especially to her,

this one mind unconfused Samadhi, this type of state, mental

state is very important. Because if she aspires to rebirth, she'd

better know what it is. She hopes she can achieve that.
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She said that what is it? I would tell you the exact description of
literature. My purpose of saying, bringing up to try to reduce the
confusion and all these nonsense that people talk about regarding
to this topic. Because they don't know what they are talking
about.
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By definitions in Chinese books, this is how it describes. This is
official description of the state. This is when you recite the
Buddha's name. Emituofo, Emituofo, ok. This one mind unconfused
is that this Emituofo that you recite becomes only 1 block. Just 1.
It's not 2, not 3. 1!
52 AolA Heste A etz 94 ol
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If any one says otherwise, this person is lying. So these Chinese
people say, it's enlightment, eh! See, the Pure Land school is very

precise. You know, it's very well documented, it's verified.
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Yes. It has nothing to do with 8 Samadhis. See, there's nothing to
do that. That's why by definition, it's no relationship. They don't
try to pick it where it's at. For some reason. I don't understand
that reason yet. So I'm gonna relate it to you what I know. I only
can tell you what I know.
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Yes, question. [Q: Does it mean that you will be at one mind
unconfused, not attached to it anymore. You meditate, or 7 you

go. You have no attachment thought] That's correct. What else?
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Any other questions.
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I'm clarifying it for you know, for the record, for the future
generation. If you become interested in Buddhism, become
interested in Pure Land Dharma door, you ask your teacher about
this thing called, this objective, this goal to get there. What is it

about. If they say anything beyond that, they are wrong. Is that

clear?
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Avch G2 ve?
Can you translate it for her? Look at her confused face. Ok. Let
me translate for her. The keyword for her, the keyword is that,
the Yi Xin Bu Ran. That's it. If they say anything else, regarding

that they are wrong.
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Yes. [Shana: Whenever we recite Emituofo Emituofo Emituofo, if
you have absolutely no attachment at all, you here you 7
Emituofo all 1 same thing, because you are not attached to the

sound, right? A kind of? Ok, never mind. That's what I thought]
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When you cultivate, you have to be smart. You have to know,
you have to learn the proper knowledge, right? Just like you want
to learn a topic, you want to learn the proper thing. You don't
want to just pick up any book and read, do you? You want to
learn from authority. Ok, that's very important.
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It happened to me. I picked up so much garbage. I had to shift
them out, I had to throw them out. Finally came back to that.
That's why I want to share with you. So you need to recognize
that these teachers know what he's talking about. Because
everyone in Pure Land Dharma door recognize one mind
unconfused is the objective of this practice. If this teacher doesn't
know what it is, now how can he bring you there?
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You don’t even know what it is, how can you lead people? These
people who practice all these Dharma door, they believe in
anything. Because it sounds good, they believe it. That's why you
are still stuck here. Ok.
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Yes. [Vietnamese audience] I give you an example. In the books,
meditation books, they describe, let's say the 3w Dhyana as state
of Samadhi. Ok. In Buddhism, the books describe this state very
precisely. You have to memorize those, first of all.
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So al

engage in the practice. When you get there, you say, aha, that's

you have to do is memorize that. And then next, you

it. Exactly what they describe. You understand where I'm getting

at? It's not about knowledge. There’s no path ways.

21 ofejro] sjof ¥ A& 27 drlshof st ARk 2ejn
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Why is there no road map? Buddhism on this earth, for closed
three thousand years, around three thousand years. How come
there's no road map yet? How come there's no GPS? Why is
that? This question is very important.

of 2=no] gla? o] W] Eue, of 3 A |3 e o9A =
=xjo] ofA = &? GPS7F $&? f&? o] AEE ofF Fagch
That's why I'm trying to answer her question. She said tell me
how to get there. I said there’s no road map. Why not? Why are
they so uncompassionate? [Vietnamese audience] The reason
there's no road map, is because if we give it to you, you cannot

get there.
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This is why the spiritual pursue is different from the worldly

Al 2Rz gz (B BF] 2o e o

pursue for that reason. Why is that? If you have the map, why
you cannot get there? [Shana! Because you have to pay for the
price] Because you will be stopped.

Y FTv 27 ool AH Frobe oY A 2SR
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Let's say you have the road map, you have the GPS. And you are
on the way to there. Someone rams you and kills you. What are
you gonna do? Because the forces out there that are against you

getting there.
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So the spiritual pursue is not about the road map. It's about
knowing how to resolve the people who wanting to stop you from
getting there. It's not about road map at all. That's why the great
teachers, the wise teachers never spend time to devise the road
map, develop GPS for you. Never.

2 A FFe 2ego] #e Al opdvh 27 of2{foe] #7]
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Because even if you get GPS and routed, they still keep on
stopping you until the end of time. Anyone ever explained this to

you. Hey, Chinese people. Did you translate it to her? You

understand that now? Questions. Yes, sir.

- 127 -



[VX]: Your ego is one of things preventing you from getting
there. So ego knows you are going there, easier stopping you? I
mean you have be surprised in that sense] Why is there so much
opposition to us getting there? I told you yesterday.
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Why? You still owe that people. You know that they owe you,
and try to skip town, then are you gonna sit here? Are you
kidding me? You see it now? The Samadhi is not a big deal. The
thing is that they prevent you from getting there.
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You see, this is the secret about the Pure Land school. They say
it's so easy, you recite the Buddha's name and you get reborn to
the Pure Land. You understand the principle behind this? As long
as you still owe to these people, they will not let you away.
Those forces are always there. One after one after, they come at

you. They will not allow you to get away.
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Questions. Yes, sir. [Q! in terms of ? of debts. People get
confused by trying to approach obtain, by having understand many
types of steps to obtain that] It's not understanding. It's about
doing. It's about doing. [Q! doing?] Yes, you have to do. You
have to keep on trying to get there. There’'s no point of

understanding.
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You understand how to get there, you may not get there. Because
they will keep on stopping you. So the process is about, as you
practice, you encounter obstuctions, you learn how to resolve
these obstructions. Ok.
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You keep on resolving these obstructions until one day, they
asleep! Then you skip it. They forgot. You see? So it's about
doing, not about knowing. Does it make sense to you? Because
granted, they don't want you to get there. They are lined up there
to stop you.
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But one day, you keep on trying, one day, if you do it yourself,
one day, they will be, they won't pay attention. That's when you
skip town because they don't pay attention. Does it make sense?
So you have to be ready to skip town all the time. [Shana! All

the time?] Yeah, if you are serious about escape, right?
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Yes. [Q! master so that's why we spend time reciting Emituofo
Emituofo, it's practicing] Yes? [Q: One day they will forget and]
We are hopino one moment you are gonna get there.
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Ok. Here's what happens. Your sons will come and say hey, mom,
I need money. Husband says why you are ignoring me, why you

are neglecting me. What is that called? Obstuctions. What is that

called? Creditors. You see that? You have to recognize that,
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So you need to learn to resolve that. You say, ok, I make a deal
with you. I go to do this now and don't bother me. In return, I
give you money for icecream. That kind of thing. So you have to

resolve this kind of obstuctions. So that you have a chance to do
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it. Does it make sense now? You see that?
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It's not gonna show up until you do it. So that's the same thing.
It's not gonna show up until he dies. This is why before you die,
you should try to get into this Samadhi. The Buddha said if you
reach this Samdhi, this one mind unconfused, I promise you that
[ will be there for you die, I will bring you back with me. That's
what he said.
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Personally I have no reason to doubt it. What I've seen so far. I
can only give you my opinion, that's it. So therefore when you
practice this Pure Land Dharma door here, be clear about what
you are trying to do.
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When we practice Chan, the objective is to become enlightened.
My master when he taught the Chan Dharma door to us is in
order to show wus the knowledge, ok, on how to become

enlightened. He did that.
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When you do the Pure Land, then you should be clear in your
mind. My point is that when you practice Pure Land, you have to
clear that, when you recite the Buddha's name is for the
expressed purpose of entering this Samadhi called the one mind
unconfused so that the Buddha will be there for you when you

die. That's your insurance.
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Is it clear? I know you buy car insurance, buy house insurance,
fire insurance, comprehensive insurance, life built insurance, and
you have no insurance for your future life. Yes, ma'am.
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[Shana: What is more effective, Chan or Pure Land for regular
person like me?] Regular person like you? You'd better off doing
Pure Land because you will not become enlightened in this

lifetime. I told you already.
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[Shana! So why did you teach Chan?] Why? Because it makes

you better person. [Shana: Well, thank you. Now it's clear] Ok.
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Questions. So [ summarize for you. I'm not saying this to
discourage you. I'm saying this for you to understand, have a clear
assessment of the situation. Ok?
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That is you recite the Buddha's name and you find a way to enter
this Samadhi. I know a few people who enter that Samadhi
already. Ok. In fact recently, I know one recent person who did
recently as well. I can't mention that person’'s name. It's not as

difficult as you think. Ok?
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Any questions? It's very critical for you, if you wish for the some
kind of insurance for your future life to enter this Samadhi so
that the Buddha will definitely be there for you when you die.
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Yes, sir. [VX]: Anybody can be there if the lower levels of

e

enlightments are able to enter that and go to the Pure Land?]
Good question. The answer is Yes. Because it's very low level of
Samadhi. It's not that high, not that difficult Samadhi, compared
to enlightment.
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Once you become enlightened from Chan, from meditation. Or
maybe you practice meditation and then you reach those Samadhi
levels and then you switch to the Pure Land, your chances getting

to that Samadhi is much higher.

ofelio] Ut Moz Yoz Ao

That's why we teach Chan for that reason to Pure Land people.
Yes. [Shana’ inaudible. Does it still work? Too many bad things.]
Yeah, you still can go. The bad things are creditors, you owe
them. Therefore when you try to recite, they are gonna come and
stop you. You still have to learn to resolve those obstructions.
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Yes. [Vietnamese question] Question is we taught Dharma, certain
way to recite the Buddha's name and helped a lot of people enter
Samadhi. But that wasn't the Buddha recitation Samadhi or the
one mind unconfused Samadhi. She said how is it helpful toward

that? I said it helps because I'm paving the way for that.
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Why is that? Because I know my Chan students, because I taught
them Chan, when I taught them how to recite the Buddha's
name, they entered that Buddha's name recitation Samadhi. This is

why I teach Chan.
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Once you have Samadhi power, to enter that Buddha's name
recitation Samadhi is not difficult. The question here, yes, sir. Ok.

He skips the question, next. [Vietnamese question]
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So she said, this is very important. People ask me this a lot. It's
because they are still confused about it. According to the Buddhist
teaching, all you have to do is enter this Samadhi called one mind
unconfused once. Then the Buddha promises when you die, he
will be there for you, will bring you back. As soon as you die, he

will bring you back to his world.
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Yes, ma'am. [inaudible question] Yes, If you understand that
definition that I just gave you, ok, when you enter it, you

recognize it, exactly what it is. And if you are not sure, you come
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and talk to me. This is what you do, when you have it, you come

and talk to your teacher.
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Once you have, you recognize it, you should go and talk to your
teacher. Ok. Questions. No questions? [Vietnamese questlon]
Questions is they recite the Buddha's name, a friend of her recites
the Buddha's name and then after a while, it becomes automatic,

keep on reciting without even thinking about it. What kind of is

that
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[ said it's very low state. It's not. And it's fairly common, happens
to a lot of people. Nothing new about it. [Vietnamese question]
She said what are we teaching is it, meditation or Pure Land or
combination? I'm a Chan person, ok. I emulate one of the Chan
patriarch, venerable Yong Ming Shou. He's very famous.

27 ofF o 7374]011,]:}. o7 o}bh,]t]- o7 B B3

Ry

2 AR Sl 23 do] AL A HEe A fdsEh [HEd

28] el AEA kAt o wAsle, 3Eddte, £
E£RAbe? e A Teh oAl e AF 24 2 3 B 2
oAl e A9 mebste e obF fetal Bolda

He was a layperson, he lived a layperson’s life, full life. He had a
big accomplishment and became an official and then he was

highly regarded and then the emperor put him to death. The
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executioner couldn't kill him.
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So the emperor pardon him and the layman said, what's so great
about this life, I got everything and lost everything just like that.
Now the emperor gives it to me back again. This is nonsense. I'm

done with this.
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So he left and became a monk. He practiced Chan, practiced
meditation. And he became enlightened. He said, 1 became
enlightened now. I need to do something for others. So he
decided to teach Pure Land, didn't teach Chan. Wouldn't teach

meditation. He taught how to recite the Buddha's name.
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So he left behind a teaching about 3 volumes. This thick,

combined together. And [ read it about 15 years ago. I read about

maybe a page of half. I couldn't take it. It's all Chan knowledge,

all Chan techniques. That's how advanced he is.
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Later on I read somewhere, it said that this monk there, famous
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patriarch is recognized later one of patriarchs in Pure Land,

actually was a transformation body of Amitabha Buddha. I took it

as a hint.
Fol voh ojelAl ggiel of Aol 1§39 2Ab 2ol Feho)
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If Amitabha Buddha came to this world, this Saha world, ok, then
what did he do? He learned Chan before he taught Pure Land. He
said you must practice Chan and Pure Land, this is the best for
you, the people in this world.

Rbef ofalef BaP7A| A o] ApapA|Alo] eidets, of" A shiz]? A
£ 7tEXA7] A e wjeAdetan. FAEAA J3le Ada A=
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Ok? Questions. [ never answer her. What are we teaching. I said

}m

il

that once you understand meditation, or once you understand the
Pure Land, then you realize that the Pure Land and meditation is

one and the same.

sAel? Ag Wk 2l e <k s gz fEPh tEAE
Zlo] R ool Ak e ofsistd £ AEE olsigcotd
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At the highest level of Chan and Pure Land is same. At the
highest level of meditation and Pure Land emerges. It becomes
the same. It's called wisdom. It's only one kind of wisdom. The
universal wisdom, the Buddha's wisdom is only one.
A7k AEE 22 AdA ELYUch A2 wAdA BaT Bt
dehte ge EUoRs 27 Adeka v 2d @ ¢ )
Aalduieh. maHel A, 2o A T sheien

Just because you don't understand yet, that's why you call it

2] F72

Chan, you call it Pure Land, that's all. So if those of you who are
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interested in, if there’s more people who are interested in Pure
Land, we teach Pure Land. It's because you are discriminating.

oAzl obn olalstx] 2] dieel 172 Aoleln wEn HEe}
2 gych 27 BRdth AEel o Fooh okd $3 BEE
$9357) oj2evich
You say, oh, I'm Chan person. [ explained to her, I answered her
that once you reach the highest level, it becomes one. There's no
differentiation. It's all been taught by my late Chinese master. He

taught it already.
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You look closely, it's a challenge for all of you. You look closely
to English translation, it some might be missing. But you look
closely Chinese teaching of him, he taught about the Pure Land
Dharma door already. His students don't understand it, that's all.

oje]io] 2}A|F] Eopbw ofe]i RFoA =Y Ak ofejio] o
of Wl zbAle]l Eepde, ofzb wial Al ol At st 2o
= 7tEAE 246 EoHe, 25 oln] FEHEE tEA A5
ch. 2.9 gAYEC] olslietr] XL #
A lot of things I teach to this Dharma assembly here is because I
heard these instructions from those wayplaces, I heard them
shouted those instructions and they didn't execute themselves.
Because they haven't understood what the instruction meant, what
are they for. They heard it like the marks. They don't understand

the principles behind it.
25 o7 tﬂ%%OWN Wt rtEAls we A
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[ can throw so many marks like that, you never have enough time
to learn them. If you understand the principles, just learn one.

That's all. So once you understand the principle, you listen to all

these instructions, oh, this is what it means. Ok.

GE 2% Be 4EE 942 4 dach oeige Ad 27 o
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So I'm not doing anything new. I'm only helping you overcome
the obstructions. The instructions are given by patriarch, the
Buddhas, all those wise teachers already. You just don't know how
to execute, that's all.

22y Wb B MELE A 5= A oyt s oz iR Eo] Ao &

Any questions? We can continue to discuss this. Tonight we just
talked about one aspect of the Buddha recitation Samadhi. You
should sleep on it. I ask you to go back and check the books and
your knowledge. See what's the difference from what I teach.

What [ just explained to you tonight.

A% &l o] £oT A% oo £ 4T oF Wl A4
Aofe) g A2 Zwel B ofle BEe. cleEe] A T
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27 wpsieh Wgb kzal 3 2e atelr)t gleAle. urh e
o] o Az Ao
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If you have some discrepancy, I welcome you to bring it back and
ask me tomorrow, or next a few days. If I'm wrong, I would like
to learn why I'm wrong. That's all. It's good to check your

references. Ok. A lot more to discuss. Think about it, ok?

ofedo] Azste Azt zfolrt led £ oM Wl 22 A F
of 2olre A Pt Wz SR Woh o SR F e
22p gt 2 el ool A 2tEE Alaste A F2 4
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And T didn't translate to English. The Vietnamese section. I said
my master, he taught the Pure Land Dharma door already. His
instructions are very clear. It's just that the reason that it's not
widely available is that I believe his emphasys was to teach
meditation first because the objective, the purpose, the goal is to

bring Mahayana and make it appealing to the residence.

Wob delz welsix] agred MEdelz 2 W, v AsdAqE
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This culture, people are more interested in meditation and other
things. There's more materials that he explained, he spent more
time to explain about the meditation, the Chan Dharma door, very
advanced teachings than the Pure Land.
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Why is that? Because he couldn't find the Caucasians or the
students who are interested or advanced enough to understand the

Pure Land Dharma door yet. That's why he didn't spend much
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time to talk about it. He only gave the high level instruction. It's
just like a huge gap between beginner where most people are to

his level of Pure Land.

o 2rte? 2x AEyed ol U ol WE FEI 42
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Questions. If you have no questions, we stop here. If you have
more questions, you can come back here. Ok. Let's wrap it up.
AF vte. glokd olvbghAlth AR gJom o17] Fote A Rt

9 oA o] apz]eAlct
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[ just explained that if you practice reciting the Buddha's name, it
will change you, improve your mind so should you concentrate on
reciting the Buddha's name, or should you do other things to help
improve yourself, your mind?

dEs T 27 odHEe v 32 AvEh ofE kgl A
Ae el 2y o dEol ASelol ke, ofv ofE
b2 A AR ole o e AEE dlof Zrher

The reason that the Buddhas and the patriarchs, and the
Bodhisattvas speak Dharma and spend a lot of time speaking
Dharma to you is because it helps you improve.
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Did you know, you remember throughout the Buddhist scripture,
after the Buddha became enlightened, after he became the
Buddha, he found his first five attendants who took care of him,
when he was practicing.
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He contemplated he saw them cultivated for all these years. Most
people don’t understand the precision of Buddhist story. He saw
that conditions were ripe. So he went over to these 5 attendants
and he spoke Dharma to them. He spoke about what he newly

found, he recently understood.
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When they heard the wisdom, they became instantaneously
enlightened. Everyone reads about this, but no one understands
why. Right, can you tell me why? Why is that when he spoke

Dharma to these 5 people, they became enlightened right away.

S5 2 AsE £3, 24 ALYBUL 255 o2 Yoj= 9 2
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Whereas I repeat the same thing to you, are you still like a stone,

a wood, you are still not enlightened yet. Yes. [Shana: I don't
understand the exact mechanism but you lectured that if we clean
around the temple, help the temple around, it helps to increase

chance for improve, improve myself more stricter, Is that a same

principle?

gbedo] Wz o2 folAl 22 A& wEsE ofEe o35 Eoluy
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Not quite, but it works as well. But not regarding this story. This
is different. Why is that? Why is that? Why is that so many my
students come to my Chan class, and then I have another disciple
who avoids it, Chan class like the plaque. A lot of these people

on Saturday morning, they don't get it.

- 144 -



=l hl
Fodo] 23A exedsE Wik ® ok Azbe Ade ek, A 2
dga mhx HE TR Eed eAd o o] AREL ofA®
olsistz] Gyt

But when I spoke Dharma to this particular disciple of mine, one
of one, he got it, he made a progress. Why is that? [Vietnamese
audience] She said that according to the Buddhist Sutra, called
Lotus Sutra, the Buddha explains that the Dharma is like a rain.
[t rains on earth.
Wb o] Azt Al W WE o, 2 T g
of, o) 2=Erre? (A 2
SAAA B okl gl e
The trees with bigger roots will get more water out of it. For the
grass, less water. So it depends on your make up. You get more
or less, depending on what you are able to absorb. That's correct.
welsh o 2 RE 2e o Yol ¥ ES 2& A WUz 1o
o 27 ofefd mbgel] ZElgynh ofeie] W AA e A
of2i{o] dapt Fad 4 glertel 27 At gty

So if you keep on listening to the Dharma, eventually you absorb
the rain. You are supposed to absorb. It's never waste of time, it's
always beneficial. It's even more factual. Yes.

22y o] A& e Exch, A=de vE e
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[VXC Vietnamese] What's the difference. Yes? When she talked

Y

about gradually sipping and absorbing the moisture, the rain
moisture, that's gradual. I'm talking about sudden. Why is that you

hear and boom! You become enlightened. Yes.
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Shana: You have blessings] That's correct. What else? That's
correct. Yes. Anyone? Yes. [VXS! they heard it before] They
heard it before, very good. Exactly. That's 1 reason. Very good.
Now this time is different. Why it's different, this time. You are

getting close.
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Shana: the root is ripe] It's ripe, the condition is ripe. Very
good, you are cheating. You used my words. Why is that? Why is
it different now? You heard it before, now you become
enlightened, why is that?
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Yes? [inaudible] Excellent. You didn't hear? You missed it, too
bad. So what happened is that when I speak in the Chan class,
these people come and say, oh yeah, he sounds good. Oh, that
makes sense to me so and so.

d? [ <8 EH] 54Ut & S5y 3o, o side.
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But they are not quite sure they believe it. "That sounds good,
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sounds logical, all those things. But I don't know, ok, let me think
about it. I'll think about it.” What happens when you totally

believe what you hear, what happens?

A8 2ol 27 wWiAl obx] BAA gele. £7] 3, EeiHol
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[Shana! you don't think] You don't think? Excellent! What
happens we don't’ think? What happens is that you are like, what
the words, what it's meant by conditions ripen.
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This is the analogy, this is beautiful. You guys don't realize it.
These 5 attendants, the ex attendants of the Buddha, they have
been working hard on their own. So they were like a state of
balloon where they severe by themselves all these anchors, all
these ropes. They all severed right now except for one, they
cannot severe. It's the last one, the hardest one to severe.
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So what happens is that the Buddha said hey, this is the rope
you didn't see it. You didn't realize that this rope is keeping you
down right now. Let go. They said, oh, yeah! It's called sudden
enlightment.
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This is the difference between Mahayana and Hinayana. Ok.
Mahayana, we do sudden enlightment. What happened is that this
is the power of the Dharma. What happened is that this is the
secret of sudden enlightment. It hasn't been explained to you yet

because no one understands the process.
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It's only because in Mahayana we understand the process. I know
all of you, only learn of Hinayana. You don't need to go gradual.
If you don't listen to the Dharma, the teachers who are wise, he
spots out all the anchors, he said let go, let go, let go, let go.
And boom! Become enlightened.
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What happens is this, all the people work very hard around the
teachers. I'm talking about back then the patriarchs, these are

superman, if you ask me. Patriarchs are no ordinary people.
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Because they choose to take on the hardest tasks, the hardest
assignments, they want it. That's why they are called patriarchs.
So they understand the process, even though they are enlightened
already. Very high level of enlightment. I have proof.
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In my lineage, two founders, Chan masters. One is Venerable Wei
Shan. He is the teacher. I asked her do you know your lineage.
So this Wei Shan is incredible. And he taught his disciple and his

number 1 disciple and no one knew about it, was Yang Shan.
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He's called Wei Shan. Back then they called him a mountain,
that's where they teach. So the first founder patriarch is called
Wei Shan because he taught at the Mountain Wei. Ok? Later his

disciple Yang Shan went there and studied under him.
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So after his master, his teacher Wei Shan died, that's when Yang
Shan left and went to another mountain and that mountain
happened to be called Yang Mountain. It turns out by the way,

when you teach, it's cultivation Dharma as well.
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So later he became so famous. So what happened is that this

Venerable Yang Mountain master, he became popular, he had so
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many enlightened students, he became so famous that he founded

the first meditation house in China.
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Later on, the history of Chinese Chan, they made 4 houses after
that. Why is that? You know that? I'm not sure, because I looked
at a few houses. What happened is that these Yang master and

Wei master is incredibly advanced.
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So one day, the Shifu, the Wei Mountain master asked his
disciple, the Yang Mountain student said you know, we all came
from Ma Zu, the patriarch Ma, who taught his teacher. So he’s

like a grand teacher.

He said all the disciples of patriarch Ma, tell me which one are
the good ones. You see, he dares ask his students. See if he can
see which of his peers of his teacher’s teacher’s, which one is

good ones.

And then Yang master answered. He said of all the teachers, of
all the patriarch Ma's people, I saw 2. One is great master Bai

Zang. And the other is Huang Bo Chan master. Too much reciting
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the Buddha's name.
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2 very famous masters. Anyway [ said, Bai Zang has profound
wisdom. Tell you that 2 generation down, he dared to say you
know my grand masters, 2 of them are good. And the rest of
them are good teachers, that's all.
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So that's the nature of the meditation, you see it, you don't.

Doesn't matter where you are. For example, my late master,

master Xuan Hua, his level, his accomplishment is much higher

than his teacher, venerable Xu Yun.

HAro]l 22 Ziv|ef ojg]E ojz{Ro] ojt]o] 9l At 9 G} o
=

SojA o] agolil 2 AZPIAME 2o dAE, A3 29
P

]\ i

ssolq) seadzot 9 Fossvc
Why is master Xuan hua higher than master Xu Yun? Because his
real teacher is not master Xu Yun, it's other people, bodhisattvas.
If you are good, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas come and teach

you, they are not gonna wait for your teacher. Ok? Questions.
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So that's my point. My point is that these 2 founders, What
happened is that the master Yang Mountain, he was so advanced

already. You see that? And he still wouldn't leave his master. He
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wouldn’t leave his teacher, why not?
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Because, again it's that last rope that you cannot see, the hardest.
If you are on your own, practice on your own, you won't be able
to see it. It will take you lifetimes. That's why your teacher can
see it, but you can't. That's why it takes a lot of blessings to be
able to stick around the master.
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Because you know what? The master does everything to encourage
you to leave. Those who are stick around the master are
incredible students. Incredible. Why is that? Because the great
teachers never waste your time. Why is that, if they realize that,

these are the greatest teachers, they wouldn't never waster your

time.

If they see where you are, oops, I can't teach you anymore. You
should go, you are wasting your time here. So I'm talking about,

I'm tell you stories about the patriarchs. They are slightly
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different from where we are. We go to the places where, oh, I'm

so hot, the teacher must teach me.
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Right? You are so special. I'm so special. Teach me, teach me.
Like me. Treat me like a princess. I'm so special. Ok? I don't
know how we got here. Does it answer anyone's question?
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[Vietnamese question] So the question she has is that suppose
you get enlightened and you know, we ordinary people would
cause problems. But can the enlightened people cause problems?
Of course, they can. Sometimes, they can because they owe so

that they hurt themselves.
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But there’'s big difference between confused people and the
enlightened beings. The enlightened beings when they make
mistakes, they can get out. So I give an example, there are a lot
of in the Chinese history of meditation and Buddhism, there are a
lot of bad monks, They drink and they eat meat. They did
naughty things.
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[t turns out that if you are used to, ordinary people you see those
things and say ah, that's bad monk. Other monks also say that.
But it turns out that these monks are enlightened people and they
choose to do certain things that because they have their own

reasons that ordinary people can't possibly comprehend.
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So the question is very good one. So what the difference

between evil karma from ordinary person and evil karma from
enlightened person, what's the difference? I shouldn’t have asked
the question because I should explain.
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But I don’t want to explain this thing because it's too dangerous
for you to know too much. The difference between ordinary
people and enlightened people is that you, still see it as evil and
good. You see the contrast between the good and bad.
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The enlightened people, they don't look at it as good and bad.

They look at it as helping others. For example, the Buddha, the
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one lifetime he was actually layperson, but he was a bodhisattva

already. A layperson.
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He saw a man who was about to murder a lot of people. So he
saw that and killed that man. He said I'm killing you, why?

Because I see him going to the hells. I'm going to the hells for

you.
27b w2 olee FolER she oW s REASUH 2A 2
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So what happened is that the enlightened people they, you cannot
use your ordinary discriminating mind and judge them because you
are still attached to mark, you are still attached to appearances.
You are still discriminating that's why you don't understand the
big picture. You can't see the big picture why it's happean.
22y AAEL AlEEL ojajiRo] UHbA ol B AL
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Ok? Questions. Then we can go back to reciting the Buddha's
name until 9o'clock. That's what is it meant by the conditions
ripen. What is meant by the conditions ripen. You look at the

history of all these things. It means that they are working very
hard.
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Ok. That's what conditions ripen. That's what happens to the
Buddha before they appear. Between Buddhas appearing the world,
really a lot of time has to lapse because these people seeds were
planting in the past to be gathered in one place, so they can

teach and save them.
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For example, Maitreya Buddha is waiting upstairs right now
because he is waiting for all these people that he needs to save
to gather in one place. Then he shows up. Ok? Questions.
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Yes. [Vietnamese question] Questions is how come the
Theravadan in Buddhism, the Hinayana, they do not have the
Pure Land? The simple answer is that they don't have enough
blessings to listen to that Dharma.

d. [lEdo] 3] oAmiA EadA 25 AHEZF Gvher 2
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What happened is that if the Buddha explained that Dharma to
those people, they would have slandered the Dharma. That's what
happened when he tried to explain the Lotus Sutra. When he
started to preach the Lotus Sutra, 5000 Arhats, which are
enlightened people in Theravadan tradition, they walked out of

him.
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They said, ah, we don't believe this. If they don't have enough
blessings, no point in talking to them. So the Buddha looked at
these people and said the best we can do is Hinayana, that's it.

He explains more than that, it will make troubles

o}, $71 |7 gt Aoje, 2ta shuA LI ek 2SelA Bo FE)
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So the Buddha is very wise. He looks at you and he has spiritual
penetration, he sees what exactly he needs to teach you. If he
speaks too much, you get in trouble. So part of the reason is that
these 5000 Arhats had to leave.
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Ok? Any other questions. Nothing you curious about? Well, you
should be enlightened by now. Hallelujah. [Vietnamese question]
She asked my late teacher, venerable Xuan Hua, he would not
allow someone to fall to the hells. That person will not fall to
the hells. So she asked how does it happen?

eAel? b AR dvte. i FFT A Ye? & AFELS o
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My answer is that my teacher is much higher than I am. I don't
understand what he’s doing. I can possibly understand his
rationale. I'm telling the truth. A lot of things he does, to me I

understand. But to others, I don't understand.

W e AgUAA e B0 @Ak el Reeh W 2
i

27 A shAle A2 olelstA] ZavEl v 27} 911

oA ol = 917 3H, ARE W ek 27 WA SRl we
AL ve oJellE shalt, whE AFEECA (Adedelel) st dE
< Wi7b olsisrz] g

[ don't understand a lot of things. Ok. 1 way that it's physicial is
that the King Yama, the judge, he decided where you are gonna
go next, he knows master Xuan Hua. So what happened is that
Master Xuan Hua said this person, I don't want this person to go

to the hells. Then King Yama would not send him to the hells.
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It's just like, the King saying to the judge, you know, you don't
put that person in jail. This is the realm of the great
bodhisattavas, a lot of things that happen and you don't have
clues how they are happening. It seems like too wild for you.
That's why we don't talk about those things for you.
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Ok. There's many ways. How my master goes about it, I'm sure
he has so many ways that I have no clues whatever he does.
Anything else? It's kind of wild for you, isn't it sir? To talk about

all these.
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It's too wild, I mean, I would walk out already. You do have an
open mind. That's the nature of the Dharma, by the way,

listening to the Dharma. You listen to the Dharma, you just

listen
zelz o T vebd os) Wrkn g ek ofeld sheg oA
@ welR A 23 AU SUAG e B¢ W, elele ax So
AN

Don't try to think. Ok. That's part of the exercise. You sit there
and you stop thinking. You just listen. Don't try to understand,
don't try to see if it makes sense to you or not.

B7eted bz wpAla. ese]. 2 2 o] ARk #7] gkt
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That is the way you listen to the Dharma. That instruction
bothered me for years before I finally understood it. Why is that.
Because you speak Dharma in order for you to sever those ropes.
You sever it by entering Samadhi. Ok.
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When you sit there, you become get used to it, and become get
better at it. You begin to, ‘I don't care if it's good, it's fine. If it's
not good, it's fine, too.” Or it makes, no, it doesn't make sense.’
of2ito] 77| grobA 7] sl o ugdch 2] Fobx
L, oF Fokx Mol o A7 qF Lrjof =g Hol =2y ¢t
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The transcendental Dharma is different from worldly Dharma. Ok.
The worldly Dharma, the nature of the worldly Dharma is, now
John arrived at such a right time. The nature of the worldly
Dharma is that we speak Dharma for you, we teach you in order

for you to increase your knowledge.

2 EA7he A7 atE etk eAo]. Azbe. A7k o)Ek A

The nature of that knowledge is that it inflates your ego. It
becomes more powerful. That's the nature of the knowledge. See,
knowledge is power, remember that? What people who said that
do not realize that the power is that the ego becomes more
powerful, not physical power, not atomic power. It is nothing.
Compared to ego power, it's child play.

28 A ofeis) o vido) gck o) o Ze e
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So Worldly knowledge, it increases their power, yes, it makes your

ego so much bigger. So much harder to control. I know about this
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already. Transcendental knowledge, whereas transcendental wisdom
is what? Exact opposite.
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We don't care to know. We don't care. Why? It's called wisdom
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because you can let go. Nature of the wisdom is the ability to
detach, not to know more. Because knowing more, that knowledge
binds you. You see, you said that I know, I know because science
said so an so, right? Because all the scientist said so and so. It's
gotta be right, I gotta be right, you see? That's ego right there.
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You are so right. That's why anyone tells you, you say no no
that's impossible. What happens is that the whole humanity is
wrong. They used to believe that the earth is flat. Remember
that? Back then, you dare to contradict them, they would hang
you. Right?
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That's worldly knowledge. The difference between transcendental

- 161 -



knowledge and worldly knowledge is that worldly knowledge, you
can hang on to it. Transcendental knowledge, you know so that

you can let go of that knowledge.

71710l ez, Azl ool ozt 2 AL WHEsE 4
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Transcendental knowledge, goes to one ear and goes out to other
ear right away. There's no trace. Why is that? If you stay here,
you think about it. Wow, it's nice Dharma, take lecture today.

Time well spent. Ok, now we talked Dharma. Qua here.

ZAZAE @ 7= 22 @ 72 24 TN B0 9z o
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By the way, you haven't met Qua, USC degree in mechanic
engineer? Electrical or mechanical? Ok. He is going for master
degree in electrical engineering. He knows everything. Ok. But you
see, even though goes in this ear and goes out, when you hear
that it only means that you don't think about it. It doesn't mean
you don't know. You know, but you don't think about it. That's a
big difference.
A vp of2f R ofz] Quas R 3t BAlvhe, 2 USCAlA 21A%
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Ok? This is the students don't understand yet. Because as a

student, you want to memorize it, yes? So that you can use it

- 162 -



again. See, the students there, they are cheap. Since they pay for
the course work, so they hear then, I gotta memorize this,
otherwise I would waste my time and a lot of money.
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It makes a lot of sense. Because that's the nature of worldly
knowledge, you need to memorize it. Transcendental knowledge,
you know but you let go. Ok. Then you know a lot more. Why is
that? Yes. [Shana: Because .. I forgot, good.] Excellent. Oops! I
knew it, she said. [Shana! I think you know by how you respond
to people around you] You don't know how long it took me to

understand ‘listen to the talk but don't listen’
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[Q: So if you don't give anyone a test, they don't ask, they have
to go out, no have to memorize] Yes. [Q: You lecture on
Saturday and Sunday. After that someone give you a test, then it's

different. What have to do.]
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Why is that you should listen and you don't think? Why is that?

e fo rH
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[ assure you, I haven't prepared this talk like tonight. The reason
[ go to this deep is because I see all these. Then I would waste
your time. The 2 hours, it's ok at least, I didn't waste my time.
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Why is that? Just listen, don't think. Absolutely don't think about
it. Why is that? [Q: At least the wisdom, inaudible] No, no, no,

no, no. [laughing] From now on, we charge you entrance fee.

Sarte. 2 Sede AZeA wne Ao Azea) shAe.
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He said, he's too smart for his own good. He said because the
lecture is free, every time he comes in, and pretend he doesn't
understand. Then he has to repeat it. Too smart.

2ob wakR, 2e dR STaA 2Ydch Aol 2EUR $e))
off pa e A ehE ado) wEalz ATole, i Y %
[Vietnamese question] That's 1 reason. The more you hear about
it, the more you think about it, the more you are afflictable.
[VXC Vietnamese] He said that if you stop thinking, your
conscious ness becomes wisdom and so and so. I said that's
theoretical. You haven't done yet. So you don't know what you
are talking about. I don't buy that.
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keep on thinking, then what happens?] What happens?

Q: I only think, what happens? I need to think and let it out,

let go. I don't need some points] Not bad for a student. [audience

conversation] Not bad, not bad.
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Yes. [Shana’ you don't need to think about it because it's part of
you.] It's physical. So obvious, you don't even see. [inaudible] Ok,
ok, ok. Yes, yes, vyes, very good exercise to think. Yes.

[Vietnamese audience] It's ok. Yes, anyone else?

dl. At 27 2] Ao sjuzt A et gle Az

Aot vrE gsiA AR o Az [(AF
of, &7o], dl, ARG AFste Aoz £ Aa Ml [HEE
of %] WEFHEE W, o 27

The Chinese, have to say. Chinese, where the Pure Land Dharma
door came from. Yes. That's very good. That's what Mireya is also
saying. You guys copy each other. [Shana’ those are already inside
of you, if you hear, no need to think]
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Yeah, that's what the books they say but you know. It's true but

you haven’t done that yet. So I don't believe you understand what
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you are talking about. That's my problem. You just cite a book
saying something, I look at you, you don't know what you are

talking about. It's someone else's words, it's not you, right?
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Any wise words? [master sigh] From now on, we teach Hinayana.
[ will teach Hinayana Pure Land. Yes. [VX]: you don't need to
think about it because it registers] You heard it from me, you are
just like a recorder. You remember everything [ tell you. Scary.

What's a matter with you? You just remember everything I said.
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This guy is scary. [ said it once, you never forget. Man. [Q:
master, isn't that good? You hear master right, yes?] Then I can't
lie anymore! It's horrible. You take 1 weapon out of me! I do lie.
Just in case you wonder. I do evil things. I lie. But you are not
supposed to do!
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I'm telling you stories from 1 to 10. You think about 2. I keep on

talking, how can you hear number 3, 4. See? What happens when

you think, you stop listening. Then you stop learning. Because

when you think, it doesn’t register anymore. I told you a lot of

things, not this one.
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When you think, you block the registration. I say 3, you cannot
even hear 3. That's what's amazing about the processing, the

mental processing. You stop registering.
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See, you do it all day! Every single day! You don't even realize it.
Ok. I will teach Taoism now on. You don't even be worthy to
learn Hinayana. It's amazing. Habit. So you do it every day, every
single time. You see nothing wrong with it. Nothing wrong. You

see that?
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This is why you need a teacher. Teacher said, see, you are doing

that. You can't even tell. He will think about it. [VXC
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Vietnamese] Because what happens is that, did I explain it in

English or Vietnamese? I forgot it. I talked to you in Vietnamese,

—

thank you.
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What happened is that if you prepare the lesson, if you know
about the lesson already, that's why in Asia, they send kids to
learn math, physics and all of that. So it's school all you are
around for that. They don't realize the big advantage of doing
that. They look at it as cramming but it's not supposed to be

cramming. Supposing it as exposing them to the concept first.
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So when they go to the school, go to the class, and listen to
those same topic, ok, they know about the topic before. So now
they can absorb what the teacher is trying to explain to them
outside of the topic. That's why great teachers look at you and
say, you processing, you still don't get what I am talking about.

I'm not gonna teach anymore.
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You see that? You lost. Because you are still processing. When
you don't think, because you recognize all that already, now you
understand the final point of the lesson the teacher, the great

teachers are teaching you.
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You go anything you study, arts, medicine, mathematics, doesn't

b
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matter. The great teachers always try, give you a tip, give you
some pointers. And you miss them completely because you are
processing. You think oh my god, what is he talking about, what
is he talking about.
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The great students, (inaudible) Even if they don't prepare the
seater? Oh, nice. Ok. I think the professional students so. Ok.
Anything else? It's all that knowledge. The most important thing
is the gain we've been talking about for last couple of nights.
That is the biggest issue, biggest problem, worth solving is the

death! Issue of death, birth and death.
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[ don't care if you are rich or poor. I don't care if you are young

- 169 -



or old. I don't care if you are man or woman. We all have to
face that final task, death. What are you gonna do about it. You

do it right, you ascend, you do it wrong, you fall for a long long

time.
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Whether you see someone is good or bad, right or wrong, that’s
only your ego speaking, demanding attention. The biggest issue, is
the issue the fact that in time, you die, would happen any day.
Or eventually it's gonna happen. And then what? You don't know.
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That's why you've been like this. You've been revolving all this
time. You see, you are so smart. You are so sure of yourself. You
keep on revolving the wheel. You forgot that you went to that
hells.
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And then you go learn Chan, you learn meditation, and you learn
reciting the Buddha's name and you still revolve in the wheel.

You still haven't solved it yet. That's a big problem. That's the

biggest challenge.

2 v o] Ade e vk, gAE e dee e
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Ok? Questions. You know this woman, her health improved. After
a few days.she doesn't doze off anymore. At her age, I notice
when she first came, after 10 minutes or so, she dozes off.

oA o7 Ag ke, o] oztRE2 Zifo] Fopzlguth wA 2ux
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Why is that? She gets exhausted after 10 minutes. Because she
said, I don't know about this, I don't know about that. Oh my
god! It doesn't sound familiar to me. Now she said I don't care

what he talks about anymore

I tell people that the more you think the quicker you die, but no
one believe me. I know someone, her nephew die when he's
younger than you. Got into a car accident. Got killed. It happened

to any of us. Are you prepared for that? You drive, don't you?
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You are right, I didn't hear it. Ok, any questions. So today is
about Dharmatalk on Pure Land. I don't know how we got into
not thinking and all that. Actually it's higher form of Pure Land.
If you recite the Buddha's name right, you should understand it

already. Yes.
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[Vietnamese audience] She said now I don't want to think but
there's so much work. So what to do. So I said you are supposed
to think. What are you talking about? You must think. How can
you not think when you work? It's nonsense. You must think
when you work. Right? You must analyze, you must plan, you

must daydream. That's part of your work.

(el AF] Ae Atz Azl @2Rt A & A 95 dopa 3
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Otherwise they don't pay you not to think, remember, right? Tl
be pissed off, if I pay you and you say, no, I am very good, I
don't think about this thing. You have to think because it's
required of you. Because you get paid to do that. That's part of

your retribution you have to think.
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But you learn to mediate, you learn to recite the Buddha's name
in order to be wise about it, and recognize when you are not
supposed to think. When you are not supposed to think, like
when? Like driving.
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When you are driving, do you think when you are driving? Yes,
you do, don’t you? Walking to bathroom, you think, when you are
walking to bathroom? Yes, you think, don’t you? You have urge to
do your duty, you are thinking about something else. Right? Your

mind is always thinking.
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So you develop skills through meditation, through reciting the
Buddha's name to recognize that you don't want to think at the
proper times and you train yourself to stop thinking. That's what
this is about. This is why we are doing this. You recognize the

timing. There's time to think, there’s time not to think.

oelio] WAL Fol, ARL Foh ojeigo] A% AR gL HA
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But you can't do that right now, do you? You are thinking all the
time. Because you are proud of it. I'm smart. I know everything, I
am planning. You don't realize that it's not really thinking. It's
actually, you don't realize that it's worries. It's not necessary to
worry so much. If they love you, they will love you no matter
what you do! No matter what you think, they still love you. They

still like you. Why think about it? Alright, any questions.
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[Vietnamese audience] You are washing dishes, you are thinking,
aren't you? You washing dishes, you think. You brush your teeth,
you are thinking, aren't you? Why? What's so important you must
think about when you brushing your teeth? You should be

thinking about your tooth brushing, not the price of tea in China?
[aﬂ :&oﬂ 242] /27{7\]%:} uH /\(1)4 21}3}2] ‘L’?—)}L}&? /§7ﬂ7‘]%}‘34 "”7}%}1/]
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So what happens is that I teach them about the Buddha recitation
Dharma door. You know like, when you are washing dishes, when
you are cooking, when you are doing, when you are brushing your
teeth, the Dharma door the Buddha's name recitation is you
should be reciting the Buddha's name.

Hob ool Al dEHEel el hEAvch o Az & ul,
el W, A7 oW, AT W, 2 dE HEe i 945
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If you do that, you create that habit, instead of thinking, you
recite the Buddha's name. Because you thinking by the Buddha's
name anyway. Instead of thinking someone else, something else.

It's called using poison to cure poison, to deal with poison.
ogjfo] 234 stH, Aete A dhald dEcte 27 o] HE
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You are so used to thinking, so you recite the Buddha's name.
You think about the Buddha's name. And then if your mind
becomes so well traiend then at work when you need to think,
you will naturally stop and think and process it. And then you are

done, you are back to the Buddha's name.
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See, so you don't have to be a left home person. You can be a
normal person and recite the Buddha's name and be happy. Ok?
So left home people, that's what we train to do but they don't

understand it yet. You are trained to recite the Buddha's name all

day.
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Especially week like this. You recite the Buddha's name constantly.

Naturally as you walk, and you should realize, oh, I gotta do this.

You naturally do all those things. You don't have to worry. You

still remember the most important things you have to do without

thinking about it.
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Yes, sir. [VX]. sometimes it seems like the consequence of
thinking is very ? thinking too much about it, I wasn't thinking
about it, but I cleaned the things but I just doing too much
mental effort into it. I was thinking, I'm gonna clean this thing,
clean that then, there was a ? of thought of ah hour of cleaning.
Doesn’'t make sense. I just bring too much energy into it. ]

dl, @2k [@A2E 7k Ao ZAxke obF 2%k A o
ool AZsle. 2w AAE ¢ st dd HuE Aot A7)
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Yeah, why do you spend so much mental energy? Thinking about
cleaning like that? You should be like this. [laughing] That's all
you need. No processing. [VX]: I'm not aware of thinking.] It's a
habit. You think you are not thinking but actually you are

focusing on it. That's why you should recite the Buddha's name

instead.
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Anything else? Ok, the time is up. Stand up and you need to go,
you need to go. We wrap it up.
thE of7] te? eo], Alztol tf =Yg dofubA ZhAof )
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Good evening everyone. And it's been a long day. Thank you for
your patience and your hard work. Alright.

25 3o AUt 350} Az o2z el Rl A=

There was a king who, very good king. He worked very hard and
build up his country and made up very very powerful country.
And by the time he was old, he built up a beautiful beautiful
capital city. Back then country is basically a capital city, that’s a

country. Major part of country is capital city.
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One day, he took a drive for his officials. They stopped and
looked back his capital city. On a hill, looking back capital city.
Look and said oh my goodness, it is such a beautiful capital city.
And then tears came to his eyes. He was silent for a while. He
started saying, he sighed and said, you know, it's such a shame

that I won't be able to keep this capital city for very long with
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His 2 close advisers immediately also cried and said, yes your
highness, you are so right. It's so that human life span is so
short. The 3™ official who happened to be his prime minister, he
laughed. So the king looked at him. Why are you laughing?
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he prime minister said, you know, your majesty, even the
greatest emperors of all, they could not hang on to their empires.
Don't you think that you work hard all your life and build up a
long last monument for yourself, it's time to let go.
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Otherwise, posterity would label you as greedy. So you see, you
can't hang on to material things. We spend our life pursuing our

dreams. Spending life time building our empire. We eventually get

old and have to let go as well. That's the nature of human

existence.
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This is what the Asians, have certain wisdom. They would spend
life time having a good life. When they reach age of 60, they

leave the home life and cultivate the Way. [laughing] Can I
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finish my statement first?
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That used to be the Asian wisdom, the Asian ideal. It's not the
case anymore. The Asians are becoming Westernerlized. They

pursue, they go after external their entire life, non stop.
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[ find it to be a shame that the Buddha keeps on coming to this
world to remind us that it's a lot of nonsense what we are
pursuing. And forgot about the big picture. I myself, remind a few
of my students, ex students as well that as wisdom has it in
Asian culture as well in the Asian wisdom, pursuing or giving

material thing is not as good as cultivating virtue.
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In particular it's inferior to cultivating the Way. Some remember
that I promise you that I will cultivate. This still caught up with
pursuing material things. It's so sad that how unhappy they are. I
see that they are slaving for money.
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What for? What for? When you get older, your bodies are broken.
All the money you have, cannot make you happy. Some are
actually pretty good. Some are, yes, absolutely, I remember my

promise. I will cultivate the Way. Sooner you think.
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Anyway! Questions or comments. Yes. [Shana: When do you for
sure it's the time to leave the home life?] You don't have to
leave the home life. Ok? It's not for everyone. Because if
everyone leaves home life, we have no more monks, baby monks

and baby nuns.
o}RE Apol} TH= ghbe. . [t A 2748 detn @
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Not everyone can leave the home life. It's very very difficult. You

ask these novices. So demanding, they think. The Westerners

think the outside people, the people in this country think that

leaving home life is we are running away from our responsibility.
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In fact, leaving the home life is very very difficult profession. We

have to learn so many things. Give you an example. Doing
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ceremony, it takes years to practice before you can do ceremony

properly.
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In a typical temple, you don't do ceremonies until you have 5 or
10 years of practice. No only that, we have to do a lot of things,
different things. You have to acquire so many skills.
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It's thankless job. People never content with what we do. They
always say, oh you are doing this wrong, you are doing this
wrong. Always that. You are a bad monk. In terms of leaving the
home life, it's not so much leaving the home life, you should
resolve to live a good life, be a good person. That's what it's
about.
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In fact, in the Vimalakirti Sutra. Vimalakirti is a layperson but
actually he's a fake layperson. He's actually a Buddha who appears

as a person. So he's incredibly wise and incredibly rich.
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He's richer than most kings of the world. The kings would come

and borrow money from him, or ask favors from him. He's that
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wealthy. Someone asks him, what's leaving a home life? He said
you know, if you are a left home person, you follow the Buddha's
practice of a left home person.
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What about lay people? He was asked. He said for laypeople, you

practice the Bodhisattva way, follow the Bodhisattva precept. If

you can observe the Bodhisattva precept, and if the practice of

the Bodhisattva path, if you want to become a Bodhisattva now or

in the future, then you practice the 6 Paramitas.
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Meaning you practice giving, you practice morality, you practice
patience, you practice vigor, you practice concentration, you
practice wisdom. That is 6 Paramitas that all the Bodhisattvas

practice that.
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If you enlarge it further, also if you want more details, another
way to look at them is what was a great Bodhisattva came to,
what is that? He said, that's what we recite in the morning.
ol gAfstd, of AR A dgtohw, = o W2 afpelito] =&
Haldl, 24 "R ofave? -2|7h Aol gl A sk Ao
First you pay respect to all the Buddhas. And then number 2,

number 2 you praise all the Thus Come Ones. And number 3, you
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widely practice giving. Number 4 you repent of karmic offenses.
A ZAE. 22)n o)A Aol AR TETE AT
Number 5, you accord with, Xu Xi Gong De, you rejoice other’s
merit and virtue meaning that if someone does something good,
you are happy for them, you are not jealous. Ok? It's very hard
thing to do, trust me. Always when you see something good
happens to someone, you said oh my god, how about me? The
jealousy, it 7 up inside, and you try to hard to hide it. I struggle

with it. I used to struggle with it.
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When good things happen to other monks, I said I ask myself,
when it's gonna be my turn! You know, why not me? No.6, ask
Dharma Wheel to turn, meaning that teach living beings, help
them solve problems. Teaching Dharma is, the expressed purpose
for helping you learn how to fix the problem.
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We speak Dharma, not to import knowledge. The things I learned
from my late master, he taught such casual things and yet I find
it so beautiful. Dalai Lama, he said humanity cannot survive
without love and compassion. Isn't that profound? Isn't that

beautiful? Love and compassion, that's what we need, ok? It
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sounds good, makes sense.
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My master, his teaching is what? He said you should be filial.
Filiall You should take care of your parents. Look at that, one
teaching is that you know, humanity, love and compassion and
such beautiful concept. My master said be filial. Being filial is
number 1 virtue.
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Go ahead. It's ok, go ahead, interrupt me. I have no plan. I keep
on talking. Whatever I remember, I talk. And someone stop me,

I'm so glad that someone talks. Now I can digress. Yes.
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[Shana: When I read his story, it said about he stayed 3 years at
the grave side.] Yes. [Shana: When I first read, [ didn't
understand that deep meaning to this because it's one of Asian
thing they all do.] But you are Asian, too?
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[Shana: Before. Now when I have been through the difficulties
with my parents, and the last time [ visited them in Feburary, I
couldn't be still 100%, like, you know, they are just struggling,
then why would bother me, whatever they do, they give me the
life, I should have been given regardless, unconditionally and
should not feel anything. If I really understand the substance in
them? If I can't do this, how can I go and do something else.

That's what [ felt from this ? I don't know]
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Listen, honey. We can't help you solve all your problems. [laugh]
The Dharma can't help you solve all your problems. My Dharma
is not that good. If you can't get along with your father, Shana,
there's nothing I can do. [laugh]
ofof. Yo B FAIE At EE =obE & dth [ofaE 2]
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Once you made up your mind, no one talk out of it. Isn't that

o

right? Once you made up your mind, no one can talk you out of

it. That's the way you are. Just like your father.
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So when you have 2 people like that together, they buzz head,
one has to learn to yield. Just like 2 lambs, you see mountain
lambs? Until one buckles, the front legs buckle, you notice that?
One of them buckles like this. If you look at the nature, you
learn so much. There's Dharma right there. And then what

happens? When front leg buckles. The fight stops.
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The lessons right there, you don't want to fight? Yield. Very
simple, right? Someone has to yield, someone has to lose. It's
between you and your father. Someone has to lose. Who do you
think the best person to lose? [laugh] If there's a fight, the
superior person and low level person, who's gonna win? Who
should win, you think? If the low level person wins, then high
level person loses his positions. It cannot happen. There will be
Chaos in this society. Think about it.
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Thats all. That's why you insist on winning. That's why you

struggle. That's all the reason to it. Never mind about filial piety.
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It's about being smart. You cannot win, you cannot win the fight.

Mind said admit defeat. So you win. So you want me to do. And

don't do it, that's all.
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. [audience: T want to ask you something. I was ? in bank, in
my arm and then I was doing silent recitation, I feel my arms are

like stones.] Like what? [Like stone] Stunned? Stone. Oh my god.
Yes. And? Nothing?

72 gede e Al 2 bolzieje] B Rolzchaer [
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And the pain? And you see stone right here? A piece of stone.
[No, I feel my arms are like stone] Because it's like heavy, no

feeling? What do you mean by stone? [Heavy] Heavy? Like stone.

Very good.
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You still have fingers or just stone? Huh? You don't know?
[Stone] No, you feel the heaviness or you feel like your fingers
turn into stone. That's what I ask. You just feel heaviness. Right?
[Yeah, like a stone. I didn't feel my fingers.] What about the

pain, they go away or still there? [Went away] They went away.
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See? That's a solution for it. When you have arm pain, turn your
hands to stone. You don't need my help. So what is your
question, is it ok? Or you are worried? [Why] Why? You just
temporarily became insane. [Ok] [laugh]
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It's called a state. You see these things, you experience different
things. That's normal. And then they go away. Don't be attached
to it. There are much worse problems that you will experience.
You are lucky because you should be experiencing much worse

problems.

It's because I made a deal with some of these beings. Because if
they don't come and don't bother my students and people who
come here for practice, then I won't bother them. So so far they

kept their words.
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The fact of matter that in practice, you encounter a lot of
obstructions. Sometimes obstructions are very difficult to resolve
and to explain to you. So I said I don't want to explain this to
you yet. So I just untold these things happen to you yet. It's a

lot easier to explain to you later on.
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Any other question? So coming back to the point. I haven't
forgotten my point yet. 1 teacher said, humanity needs love and
compassion. That's my problem, after I learned from my late
teacher, I went and saw other teachers. Because my master
abandoned me practically after he accepted me, his left home
disciples abandoned me.
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Based on his teaching, I went around and looked at the other
teachers, tried to find another teacher to learn from under. I went

to from teacher to teacher, I read books, and came to temples.
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For some reasons, I was never impressed with anyone. Even I
went to a great Chan master in Wei Yang lineage. It's a patriarch,
[ knew he is a patriarch. Because I was told that he's a patriarch.
He showed me, he taught me. He was playing with me as well,
so I enjoyed it. But he never told me to stay to learn from him,
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So I talked to the other people and they said that the master
asked me to stay here and study with him. So I was waiting in
my room, maybe he will come and ask to stay with him. But he
never did. Anyway.
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So I went to search and search but no one really impressed me.

4k

Later on, I sat down and practiced by myself, practiced my
master's Dharma, my master's method of practice. Then I began to
understand. Then I realized that gee, he gave me, he transmitted

to me my Dharma on a very first day.
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And then a few years later, 2 years later, he gave me assignment
as well. I just realized last night, so I'm grateful for the Fo Qi.
He gave me an assignment 18 years ago, I haven't done it yet.

Behind homework, huh. Terrible. I feel so horrible.

Sen 2 d 3 29 Fol WA SAE F4GYTh viot o3l o}
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Anyway, so why is that I couldn't enjoy, I wasn't impressed by
other teachers? Because the teaching is different. 1 listened to
famous Theravadan teachers in person as well as reading the
books, and I listened to the Chinese, Japanese, Koreans,
Vietnamese, Tibetans.
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The one thing I found, the trademark of my teacher’s teaching is
that he teaches us, he tells us what to do. He said learn to be
more filial. That's a message. Even though you fail right now, you

keep at it. Doens't mean you should give up!
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It's a life long process. Being filial is life long process. No only 2
years, it's long long time. That's a trademark of my teacher’s
teaching. It's about doing. He said do this. You see that? That's

the trademark. That's what [ value the most, it's beautiful.
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Like meditation, what's the first thing he taught? Cross your legs.
And I spent several years learning that. So and then the same
thing. He taught me something and it took me 10 years to
understand and now 18 years later, he gave me another
assignment as well. Took me 10 years my, what I'm supposed to
do practicing.
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Another 18 years to understand that there's an assignment that’s
still hanging over my head. That's how patient he is. So patient.
It's not theory, it's about doing. If you do, then you understand.
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The worldly people, you want to know, you want to understand,
you want to be able to analyze and judge others and not wrong
your judgement. Do more useful thing, the wiser thing is to do.

Even though you fail, you keep at it. Yes?
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Alright. Any other question? It's more to the Bodhisattva path, 10
different items. And so on. I listed the first 6. Basically I lured to
that because that happened to be a wonderful, wonderful
Bodhisattva Dharma door. When you get higher level, then I
explain to you later. Why you need to do those things, ok.
Alright? Yes. Any question?
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So. There’s some people who are old head in a Pure Land, some
people are young head in a Pure Land, so can I elaborate a little
bit on the Pure Land, it might interest you? Because. What
happened to is the Pure Land, the nature of our world here is
that when you die, you go into a reincarnation, you cycle through
reincarnation. You get bodies after new bodies.

5k 2 2o HE 7 2AFEE AN
i

Lifetime after lifetime, there’s nothing for sure. Sometimes gonna
be good, sometimes gonna be bad. Whereas you go to the
purealnd, especially Western Bliss Pure Land, then you will
become a Buddha in 1 lifetime. Because your life is so long over
there.
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Your life span is so long that you have plenty of times that to do
all the right things in order you have to accomplish to achieve
the biggest accomplishment you can ever do as a human being, as
a living being is becoming a Buddha

ofelite] 470] YIE ZolN ofelpo] Uez FHez 43T
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What happened is that when you go to the Western Bliss Pure
Land, Amitabha Buddha himself will become your teacher. He will
be there with you all the way until you become a Buddha. Trust
me, there's nothing more wonderful than that. Amitabha Buddha
will teach you until you become a Buddha yourself. Isn't that

wonderful? No more uncertainty, no more suffering.
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This is not my words, this is from our Buddha, Shakyamuni
Buddha, and all the Buddhas from the rest of the universe, they
all said the same thing. They said, you should go tot the Western
Bliss Pure Land, because the first thing happens is that you go
there, is that, there’s no more suffering.
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No more suffering. Null. There's only pleasure. So what do the
Chinese say, they know about the Pure Land already. Ok? So it is
one of the most desirable places that we should consider going in
the future, Hopefully in the end of this lifetime.
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This is the reason I teach Pure Land is because there's plenty of
information about Chan. It's very easy to teach Chan. I used to
teach outside. I used to go to externalist temple and teach Chan
right there, in their courtyard. Under the sun, the wind is
blowing, the sun is shining on my face, and everything. I taught

for a few months.

It's very easy to teach Chan. I don't need to chant, I don't need
to spend a lot of energy. projecting my voice. losing my voice.
You don't need a lot of space, you don't need a temple. Whereas
when you teach Pure Land, you need a Buddha hall. And you
need a Dharma instrument. It's a lot more complicated. So why

did I choose to do that?

He 27 e Ao e e gn, W 3422 A
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It's because there's good literature about Chan already.So I don't
have to do much about Chan. I don't have much work left with
Chan in terms of adding Western knowledge to the Chan.
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My attitude is that when I became a Bhikshu, when I became a
fully ordained monk, my attitude is that I go into this so called
profession in order to make a contribution, not just use it and say

things. I need to put in something, add something to it.

W oEEE olageh Uok WA SR Wk FEAE e o)
Hepd, f eBlEE, 29 2gdeloez 7|odE dljof shoh 27 2 Ak
sta A, Wl A ofvzte. BrFE o sfof, o Zr)sfof sioh, o=
S

After you add to it, contribute to it, then you can leave. So my

contribution to meditation is fairly easy. I only have to write 3, 4

books. Teach a few students, that's it. So that is not a whole a

lot of work to do.
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However I looked at a Pure Land, I realize that I can teach more
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[,
people. In my Chan, I'm interested in the rigorous Chan, therefore
very few people can keep up with this kind of practice.
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[ realize that so I would write books in order to convey the
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knowledge to the big masses. But Pure Land is a lot more people
and it appeals to be, it needs of a lot of clarification. It's now

become a superstition.
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[ hear all kinds of, it's now all over the world. They teach about
the Pure Land, they talk nonsense. Ok. So if Mahayana is to
prosper in this soil, if Mahayana here is to proliferate, we need to

clarify the Pure Land Dharma door because there's a lot of is not

helpful.
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That's why I hope I spend for maybe a couple of decades to add,
to explain and teach a few people who believe that. Alright?
That's all. So Yes.

22 A Wb oba A A AEE HEE Ue AFRENA ARleHA
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[Shana: you have mentioned that a layperson can also teach Chan
meditation under the supervision of monastic, how about Pure
Land?] Same thing. Again, there's something wrong, then the
current practice of meditation and Pure Land. This is what the
proper Dharma is about. If you learn the proper meditation, ok.
it's usually under the umbrella of a monk. Not by a layperson.
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Listen to me carefully. A monk. That's the proper Dharma
tradition. Same thing, similarly for Pure Land or Tantric for that
matter. Because the proper Dharma will not be found, can be only

found under the umbrella of a monk. Why is that?
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[Vietnamese question] She asked how do you practice the
patience, the patience paramita? Because she said that in principle,
it's easy. You can talk I'm supposed to be patient, but you know,
repeated occasions, they keep on coming at you and building it up
until you can't take it anymore, you blow up. Ok. Sounds

familiar? That's part of the practice of patience paramita.
[HEd A3 297t 25U o2 JdWE sshte, & atet
]

Yo sashter DUt wekd gele Aadch doh ldsiep),
Y 4 gele. A AFel WPl 15 AL FaldA=
22 TS o UL g Y o s ot gk
o EAuzla. eAlel 94Erte? 1 Q4 uhebd fagel Q)
Vet

[ will explain to her, actually she's practicing the patience
paramita already. So I reply that if you realize that you are not
supposed to blow up, and you get angry, that is fail. That is the
practice. Ok? There's nothing to practice if you have no problem!

Jesus. Ok? [yeah]
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People have such weird notions about cultivation. I know in the
books, all the books, said you should keep the precept, you should
not supposed to you know, you are not supposed to lie! Please.

Don't steal. Ok.
NREE el | ol BT Adel P AL, BE o)A
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Who's stole? Raise your hand. You all fail miserably. This is why
you need precept. You see that? We teach you precept because
you are eh-eh. You shouldn't. They all say you receive precept,
youd rather die than breaking the precept. Please give me a

break. It's a nonsense!

It's only a big belief. It's ok to screw up. But as long as you
realize you screw up, then you find a way to fix it. Why is that?

Because you don't correct, then you fall to the hells!

27 2] AR 13 Bk A= WS shrRE FAlo]
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[Vietnamese] She said, I make a correction, something caught me.
That's part of the process. So the reason that you struggle with
the remedy is that you don't apply right pressure, you are not

giving the right medication, that's all.
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So the part of the process, the part of life if you will, because
Buddhism is is philosophy of life, it's not a theory. It's about life.
The Buddha brought Buddhism to this world in order to help
understand better about life. Ok?
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So Buddhism is about, I like about Buddhism personally because it
makes me a better person. Why? Because I see how ikea I used
to be. It's undesirable. If you are that ikea, you are not possibly
be happy. If no one likes you, you can't be happy. You are so

selfish, you cannot be happy.
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So it's about recognizing what's wrong, what you did wrong. And
then you ask yourself. I just did something wrong. Am [ gonna
try to fix this for real? Or am I gonna just ignore it. So she said
[ tried, I tried. I do this way and another thing arises and gets
me off course back again.
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[ said in Vietnamese. It's like a president Obama. He fell out of
the wagon, every now and then that's the way it is. What do you
expect. But overall, you should, if you are really sincere, you
should find someone who's wiser than you and offer different
insight. That's what life is about. Don't think you know
everything.

Hoh HEgeiz PGy o o2 oA OH}D} e A A

Alright? Any other questions? [Shana! could you explain about
why monastic supervise layperson] Right, right. [Shana! you
forgot] Thank you. Because that's what the Buddha said. The
Buddha said my Dharma will depend on the monks for

transmission. That's what he said. That's what he taught.
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[Shana: Why defines a monk? There's bad monk, too] That's
another story. For saying that, I'm not gonna spare your feelings.
It's funny because there was a Korean nun and came here and
asked, you know, can I stay here and use your temple for facility

and stay here for a while.
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It's Korean now. [Shana: what year? I was here?] No, you
weren't here. Otherwise I let you talk to her. And she came and
said I want to stay in temple property, is that ok? I said, yeah
possible. Then she started talking to me, you know, I don't do
this, I don't do that. Ok, and then,
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And 1 said, ok, ok. See, master is very humble. You can pick on
me, anytime. I'm wishy washy. I'm pushed over. And then she
started saying because you know, my Dharma doesn’t. You know,
this is the way I practice Dharma. Ok. And then She said
something that make my hair stand on its head.
e, eAlo], eAle], Tl 2t ufaElE off Hedchre.
ghel| Al 2] AlHlE ZAol= guoh ye olslist A3l st &2
[€)

&l
Aourte. o)A Wt ¥e 48yst= wkAelu k. oo 2zt 2

b W 2EE oA sk s s

Said you know, I'm a monk. I said what? I checked myself and
said there's some requirements to be a monk. Look at her and say
you are monk? Yes, I am a monk. I said, uh uh uh is that what
your teacher told you? She said no. I said oh.

27k A M2, e FRGUE ot Aletasr o s ad

- 202 -



G, o o] of, s Al Aol 94 B @ wste, on

b

W

Syt 297t ofvetx Gk 2.

Because 1 recognized the monk who ordained her. I know that
monk. So I was a little bit worried. [ said is he off his rocker,
too? So there’s some physical requirements for being a monk. And
there's a certain ordination requirement. Those are the minimum,
the basics. Yes, that's basics. Does it answer your question? Is it

clear? Ok, very good. We understand each other.

HE e 234 2 298 93 sl 24 v o
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You know what? After she said she is a monk, I said this is it,
I'm out of here, 'm out of this temple. I said excuse me, you
can't stay here. By the way, I have to go and do my work. We
don't accept monks like you. Excuse me, I have to go to work.
And I told my disciple, I told my young novices to give her some
tea and ask her to leave.
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She went next to the Korean grossery and badmouthed about me.
See, this is bad monk and what she doesn’t realize is that woman
already talked about me already. Oh what else you know. Tell me

something that I didn't know, she said. Ok.
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So first of all, the proper Dharma, the proper Mahayana is
transmitted under the umbrella of monk. First of all, ok. Because
that's what the Buddha said. Now her question means that there
are laypeople who are better than monks, that's part of your

meaning.

ok $Aez wreueh 2 BAUAA et Bt o)A 2y
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My answer is so what else’'s do? Because the majority of the
monk, they cannot survive out there, so they come to the temple
like me. Hide in my corner and say please, no one, please, don't

pay attention to me. There's no sign, nothing. Drive at night, it's

so dark.
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[Shana! yes, that's true. It's hard to find. When I first came, I
passed twice.] So it's true. That is true. Ok. Quite a few of them,

even when there's the Buddha's time, there's monks who are so

(A Axtze. 2b7] dEoe. AE ok F dolu ATzt
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How stupid he was? He was so stupid that he couldn't even learn
anything. You teach him 1 word, he memorized it. You teach him
second word, he forgot the first word already. This is history! I'm

not making it up.

Qobt YAUFL? 4P WA ok FAE W 27 Qe @
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Al obgdvf e
So stupid, so dense. You see the Buddha is very compassionate.
He doesn't accept him, then he's gonna die in a corner. So he
accepted him. So now he has to teach him. Even though he was
stupid but he was practicing and he opened his true wisdom. He
became smarted than the smartest nuns, the smartest monks.
W WA $EPU BAdo] Quht AbzeaA) @Az ¥
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We have shariras of his, by the way. We have 1 shariaras of his.
Ok? So it is true that a lot of laypeople are better than monks. It
should not be a surprise for you. Look, ok. How many left home
people are here compared to laypeople in this room?

2 2l A 2 2 o] Aberl Qlgueh 29 ARR] 12bF 9l
Utk eAo)? 2y g AriatEe] adERT Fojurt 21 uhgy
ot Al A =2 A= ohvz. BAle. o5 o] ¥ S7irprt ARR)
of Blsl| dapt =vte?

See, we are outnumbered by the fact of 5, 4. You see? So by
sheer number, by sheer mass number, you are bound to have a

lot more accomplished people out there, laypeople than monks!
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That's a fact. Many, I know of a few laypeople who are far
superior than most monk I know. They are not inferior to only
not many.
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And guess what? They don't think much of Buddhism. I don't
need Buddhism. So what? But these people they got there because

they learned the Buddhist practice.
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Once they have a high level attainment, then the Buddha's word
comes back to their psyche. Then they remember that they are
not supposed to teach Dharma. Unless under the monk. Ok. Now

here’s the problem.
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Let's say we have such a wise layperson and he wants to speak
Dharma. So the Buddha said, hmm, I need a monk. Which one do
we choose. Eeny meeny miny moe, ok, you. I want to speak
Dharma in your temple. Look at me, I have a degree, I have a
social status, people know me. If you put me up there, the class’s

gonna filled up. Ok.

9@ bR ek Ak 2ob gee kA Puch 28 B
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So he comes here and he speaks Dharma here, 200 people come
and listen. So he pickes, for example, he pickes my temple. I'm
stupid therefore I could come here and help him out. So I say,
please please please come come come.

2a)d 2ob ol7] obA ol71 4 MBS Ttk 200%0] e E4uek
28 25} o8 Seld o e ALchr Aok BRI, o)
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Now then people come and they know of us and start making
offering. Oh hallelujah, thank you lord. So he comes here every

Sunday, every time this man speaks Dharma 200 people show up

from San Diego, from Santa Anna, from Oxnard? You name it.
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And he speaks Dharma in this beautiful chair, and then I would
bring him some water, oh here's the water. How does it look? Is
he helping Buddhism? Is he helping Buddhism or is he hurting

Buddhism? I ask you.

27k o] obgthE ®atlA YEe st ve 2o 25w =2
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He's hurting Buddhism, clearly. Ok. Becasue if that happens then
you will lose respect for me. Right? There's nothing new about
that. You don't have any respect for me anyway in first place. So

it's ok. But.

- 207 -



Me
oL
ol
bri
[4
rlr
(A
R
il
S
boH
38
)
°
i)
fo
X
°
)
i
ol
s
[4
rw
s
°

71 o del HE 3AS ds
ek R 1A AREA el A FAoleke A= Qe
L. 23] WEsE 23R

If he does it, in a way of explaining, sharing his knowledge, he
does it in a way causes, creates conditions for people to give a
rise a thought disrespect towards Sangha, that he 1is being
ungrateful to Sangha who transmitted Dharma to him. You know
what? I am a part of big Sangha. If you despise one, you slight

one, you slight all of us.
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That's why my personal opinion, again it's my personal opinion of
someone who's kind of bitter because I'm not popular, people
don't respect me, all of those things, I know, I know. [people

laughing] I feel that the truly layperson would never speak

Dharma.

Sy o] QA AsieE, kAl ek o) Q7] 9w, Ara
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Why is that? Because in speaking Dharma as a layperson himself,
he creates conditions that offers chance to these people like you,
compare. See, you guys are full of discriminating thoughts. You
are comparing. You are always comparing. This monk is good, this

monk is better than the other. This is bad monk. This is good
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monk. See, miss Korea?
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If he's doing that, he creates off chance to someone to create,
give a rise a thought. boy, he's better than that idiot monk! What
is he doing here, that monk? He's a parasite to society. Alright?

27} 2EA) gopdE AlEFSo) A 23 e dozl 23]E 2ot
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If you have a that kind of thought at all, you know what's gonna
happen? No good teacher will bother with you. Similar thing.
Similarly. If there’'s a nun says I am the great master, she's an
idiot as well. You know where [ came from? My master's temple.
There's a nun there who terrifies all of us monks.
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Every time she speaks Dharma, everyone listens raptured. So she
would speak Dharma. You see, the status of nun usually, nuns
speak Dharma first and monks speak Dharma. Every one's so
happy listening to her Dharma. Then it comes to our turn. We
said oh that’s tough act to follow. That's why we were terrified of
her.
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So after she spoke Dharma, we threw a few bad speakers so that
finally better monks looked better afterward. So I realize that
when [ see it that I offended a lot of people. Some of them are
very powerful. They could give me hard time. And made me

suffer, made my life very miserable.
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That's part of our effort is to say what we feel is the proper
Dharma so that the people have some notions. Even though
there's a price to pay, that's part of the work. You can't do this

for out of personal gain. Ok? Alright.

F2] o) dRs feh ARjolestn ol A weke Atk 2
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So and another reason, I tell you why. this layperson is not that
wise. That person who speaks Dharma is not very wise. There’s
always a monk who's better than he is. Always. All you have to
do is find a monk who's better than he is. And explain Dharma
to him. That's all there is to. That's all you have to do.
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You really think that our Buddha, my Buddha, our Buddha would
teach you better Dharma than teach wus? Think again. It's
impossible. [Vietnamese] Interesting. That's a good news. There is
someone | wused to know and he used to go Long Beach
Monastery, he used to be program manager of software manager

of some big firms, something.
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He is wvery highly regarded by Vietnamese temple, Chinese
temples, my master's temple. So now he's a left home person. I
think with the CTTB. I haven't been there for several years. I

don't know. I don't have a plan to go there soon, or anytime

either.
2k ey Aeld 33 AelA, W 2sd Aelq ol WA wE 3
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Now he is a left home person and his son left home life as well.
[ said wow this family is very blessed. It takes a lot blessings to
be able to practice it. Alright? So that's why. The reason why I
express my personal opinion is if you believe me, it narrows

down the choices of good teachers, very very quickly.
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So for example, layperson is speaking, teaching Buddha Dharma,
it's nonsense. It's low level. Back then there's 2 of my ex
disciples. This is about several years ago. This is when I was in
still Long Beach monastery. 2 of my disciples and I encouraged of
my disciples to go DRBA temples and the other temples to learn
the Dharma.

o5 EoiA AZ7E A wlE Ajeh srE3vch ol H
b =z, SAIZE gk Gl W A AlRF 29 o] Gk o
Hod Aok o obz] FHjz] A <

DRBA Hol3 o2 Aol 7tM Y& et AHAS5 ek
Because I only teach once a week, one day a week for 2 hours.
You should go and learn from other temples as well. I'm not
worried about that. So they go to Tibetan temples and Chinese
temple and DRBA temples as well. I even encourage them to go

and listen to master Heng Shr.

de Qade] W, 247 ER st2AUste ojejpse e 2
o= b dlglof Wetn Wgveh e 222 AR ¢ @ctae o
2l 250 elWE Aol %2 o, DRBA ol E 2%yl ve @
Qe b eetns ARgele

So they went to this particular Chinese temple in Irvine. Then
attended a Buddhism 101 class taught by a phD person.
Layperson. So it's under the umbrella of that master who has a
quite a few temples. In Taiwan, he has a couple of temples. In

Taiwan his is very very bi
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My disciples asked me we plan to go to that temple and listen
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Buddhism 101. I said ok, please go. But inside, I was jealousy.
When is gonna be my turn? [ said I always said it but I didn't
mean it literally. So they went to that class. So this guy has
ph.D. He has this laptop and so before they left, I said take it

easy. They didn't understand what I meant.
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They went to the class, and they came back. I asked them. I
asked them what did you learn? Tell me. They said, we don't get
it. The guy was bumbling around whole hour. He couldn’t, he was
shaking his hands and he couldn't handle his laptop. He couldn't

barely stand and talk to them and writing the board,

250 4ol zheh Forgksvch wizb 29la. #H odigivier deir
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[ said I told you already, you didn't pay attention. I explained to
them. I said you are frightened heck out of that guy. Because
your Samadhi power is so much higher than his. Therefore you
terrify the heck out of him. It's like the 4 searchlight, you know.

Searchlight outside, they shoot light upon the guy. The poor guy.
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He said I don't understand, my class is popular. That never
happened to me before. So I explained to them. When you have
Samadhi power, you sit there and look at the master, the master
shakes. [Shana: master shakes?] Yes, master shakes. I shake all

the time. You don't see my legs are trembling.
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That's what happens, I explained to them. All you have to do is
sit there and say how could he is. If your Samadhi power is
stronger than his, he shakes. Because some monks went to CTTB,
so my master's nuns so many of them are Arhats. Meaning it's
high level, they have Samadhi power, so they terrify. They look at

you, they scared heck out of me. Trust me.
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When I first saw them, they frightened me. I ran away. You are

too much for me. They said what an idiot. Another stupid monk.
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they terrorize the monks. That's why I don't go there anymore.
I'm scared of them. Anyway. So this monk here came and asked

me to translate. I saw him shaking. I sat next to him, I saw him

shaking.
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That's why speaking Dharma is very very difficult thing. You don't
have Samadhi power, you shake. In particular, another thing that
what you don't know about is we limit the number of question.
What happens is that people they don't measure up to your
Samadhi power, but people measure up to you intellectually.

That's why they would embarrass you with your lack of

knowledge.
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My attitude is that I'm stupid already. What do I care? If you
prove to me I'm stupid? I know at least I'm stupid. I go and learn

I'm stupid. Alright. Any other questions. Anyway. It's important

for you.
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[ don't remind you that I really advise you to go to the Pure
Land. Try to go to the Pure Land. Don't stay here. That's my
advice to you. That's why I teach you Pure Land. The sooner the
better. Don't take chances. Ok. All the Buddhas, all the great
bodhisattvas. They say so. It's not just my words. They say I want

to go to the Western Bliss Pure Land. Period. It's the best place

there is.
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That's how important it is. Don't take chances. This life will be
over before you know. And then you may not have another
chance for long long time. I would tell you this Mahayana Pure

Land is extremely difficult to encounter.
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If you miss it again, you have hard time encountering again.
Alright? And that's what I ask of you. This is my advice. The first
requirement of rebirth to the purealnd by the way. You have to
put your faith.
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I'm not saying anything new. I'm repeating. I assure you. I'm
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repeating what the Buddha said all the Buddha had said. That's
what all the great Bodhisattvas said. That's what my teacher said.
I'm repeating their words because I believe it too.
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Trust me, this Amitabha Buddha is fantastic teacher. You don't
know how wonderful it is to have someone who look after you,
make sure that you will progress. Why do I know that?
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Because there’s I used to have one of my ex students. I tried to
teach him for a few years. I couldn't convince him. I tried to tell
him that, I tried to prepare him for his next test. He was
meeting very very difficult test. It's a life and death test.
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I couldn't convince him. Now he's in the Pure Land. He's doing
extremely well. This Amitabha Buddha is incredible teacher. Ok?
Alright. Any other questions. Go there! Go there! You go there!

You should believe me and you should make the vow to go there!
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That's what we are about to do by the way. To wrap it up, we
make a vow. I want to go there. That's the second condition. Just
like everything else in life, you need to set a goal ok? If you set

a goal, then you have a chance to go there. If you don't set a

That's what you make a vow. You said I want to go there. Why

is that? Because of two reasons. Number 1, because unless you

expressedly say it, the Buddhas would not force you. Number 2, if

you don't make it, then the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, they

remember your vow and they come and find you and they

continue to help you.
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So the vow will go for many life times. That's why we keep on

making vows because every time we make vows, we add to that.

We add to this power so that we are guided by that power, we

are pull by that power.
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Number 3, you gotta do something about it! This is Amitabha

Buddha's requirement. You have to do something. If you don't, if
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you don't really work hard, no one's gonna help you. You are not
willing to help yourself, you expect people to help you? You have

to do something about it. You have to be smart about it. Ok?
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The reason I talked earlier about Dharma master and laypeople
speaking Dharma is because it's not in the interest of criticizing
others. It's only to help you choose better. Because the reason

you are still here is because you keep on making wrong choices.
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Remember the story I told you? Shakyamuni Buddha was watching
his father passing judgment and punishing the people. He sees
both actions. Both karmas. His father would have to go to the
hells. Alright? Any questions. Yes.

Hob slE ol7] 7ldshuter Arte B A ob 2|2 A ahe 6)
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Any story? [Vietnamese audience] How do you know the rebirth
grade of each person is? Why do you want to know? [Vietnamese
audience] She asked about what about rebirth grade. In this world
here, you go born into rich family and poor family. And so on.

Dynasty, royalty and so on.
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[t is same thing in the Pure Land. It depends on your conditions.
So she asked how do you know which grade. I asked why do you
want to know? I said no, it's not about certain person, it's about
what do we need to do to get certain grade. It's documented

large Amitabha Sutra. Or the Infinite Life Sutra.
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The thing is that even if you read though, it's not very helpful
either. The most difficult part is how to get there. I give you in
general guide line of your status in the Western Bliss Pure Land.

It's proportional of the adornment, proportional of your blessings

Simply said it's related to the blessings level you had. The more
blessing you have, the higher grade of your rebirth. Ok? We are
talking about blessings now. We are not talking about money. It's
2 different things. So if you create blessings for rebirth, the more

rebirth blessings, the higher your grade will be.

D LA, ofeie] sbal Lol 423 BAYHEh ofeiR Hol
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The nice thing about that, it's savings account. It's there. You

keep on creating blessings. You keep on accruing. It's 2 different

things. Number 1 you have to go there first. It's transportation

blessings.
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[Vietnamese audience] She asks about a lot of technical details.
About certain things more than you guys 7 to know. About
different grades, higher grades, lower grades. Those things are
correct. She asks, she verifies informations that she read. That's

correct. I said, yes, it is.
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[ explained to her as well there cases where that might be able

to you, some people are destined to go to hells. Ok. And instead

of going to the hells, they receive punishment for long long time.

It's a lot of suffering. They are instead sent to the Pure Land.

Where they are in a special palace for such people where they

are spared for suffering, but they are not taught by the Buddha

yet. Because they don't have the conditions yet.
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The crimes they created in this world is too much, too heinous.
They don't deserve. The consequences. So they go over there
because they are spared for suffering. They will stay there for
long long time. But there will be no suffering.

a250] o] AlAtoA 2]L 27 YRE wrn Forstr] wjZelvch o2&

z]
A 28 Ao 9= Ay o i}iﬂ_i ook 252 A7 7HA

O

Oﬂ ! BA .
D24e WA ofF o A7 B 2r) A D Queh s
2L de Ay

There's no torture in the Pure Land by the way. There's no water
boarding. Even if you go there, there’'s no punishment. Alright.
Any other questions? Then we wrap it up.
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Good evening. Welcome to our Dharma talk during the Buddha's
name recitation assembly. To those who are new, we've been
talking about reincarnation. I think it's well established belief by,
it's fairly well accepted. Isn't it, the reincarnation? It's common

belief nowadays?

2 Al 2 dF 53 71z el 24 2e g
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Because what happened is that there are some university
professors who research on reincarnation. What they did is that
they went around and interview the kids, the young children.
Quite a few of them have recollection of their prior lives.

s, of® e mpFo] &3Flo A ARG U EofohyH
A oojRl ofo]lEg QIR Gt B =e o ofolEo] AL
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So for example, the range from Asia to europe, to you name it.
In particular, in USA there's a 4 years old boy, in half age of that
boy right there. So half of his size as well, yeah. He was born
and at his age of 4, he told his mother that, you know, I used to
live in Hollywood. Hollywood? My house has a big swimming
pool.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKN8oSD4mVc
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[ was a dancer. I was an actor. I was a talent agent. I was
traveling on luxury liners. So the mother said what are you
talking about? We are poor, and we don't have all these things.
You are speaking nonsense. The boy kept on insisting that he
definitely remembers all that.

e 850, es R, e 2= gl 23} A=

So the mother couldn't help herself. So she looked up, researched
on cinemagraphy. The boy looking up, he said oh mom, that was
me right there. So he recognized himself. So she asked help. So
researched about particular actor in the picture. It turns out that
there's actually such an actor, actually before was dancer. And
then he became famous and he bought big house in Hollywood

with big swimming pool.
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Later after he retired, he turned into talent agent and travelled
world all over in luxury liners. So you see. It's well documented
in Western literature. What we are very lucky about is that we
have such information nowadays.

25 25 F o 7]dAE 2kEl 23 8012 AAS sy
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At the end of World War 1, there’'s a particular country in
Europe, they want to prove, promote Atheism. They had a town
meeting, they had very highly publicized town meeting where a
lot of people came. They invited 3 scientists, 3 authorities up to
speak.

AA 1aae] B B £33 o= detlAdr $AE

1 is physicist. He said you know, I've been using the most
powerful telescope and scanned the skies for last 20 years. I see

no signs of heavens. I see no signs of god. So therefore it cannot

exist

g e ks vE Ae 2 el WeAdeE 2d 2043
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Then people applauded wow, this guy, this is so convincing
argument. The next speaker came up. It's a doctor. He said I've
been a surgeon for 20 years now. [ dissected so many people
including cadavers. I found no trace. I looked everywhere. I looked
at the heart, I looked at the wvain, I looked at everywhere, I
looked at brains. I saw no trace of soul. Therefore the soul cannot

exist.
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So people applauded. The 3 one is the professor in ethics. She
said that after death, it's the end. There's nothing more. There's
no heaven, there's no hell. There’'s no proof anywhere that such
theories such a thing like soul exists. I looked everywhere. I
searched all the materials available. I found no such records.
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So everyone was very pleased with that. They are about to
conclude the meeting until 1 old lady got up and said can I ask a
question? She said you are the physicists. Do you believe there’s
wind? They said of course, there's wind. Everyone knows that.
But you know, sir. You cannot see the wind. You looked for wind

for 20 years, you still cannot see the wind.
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Therefore you cannot see the wind, but wind exists. Then you
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cannot claim that you cannot just see heavens, you cannot see

od. It doesn't mean that god does not exist.
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Then she turned to the doctor. Sir, do you believe in love? He
said of course, I love my mother dearly. But sir, can I borrow
your scalpel? I'd like to cut you up and find where the love
resides in your veins and your heart and your lungs. He said no
no you cannot do that. She said you see, sir. You can't see love.
You cannot locate love anywhere in your body. And yet it exists

inside of you.
EXSERETE SRR
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Then she looked at the ethics professors. She said you know,

when you were in your mother's womb, someone had to tell you
that after you are born, you will be living in a house, you will
see the sun, the moon. You have food, you have drinks. You
would not believe it, would you? And yet it exists. That's what

happens right now.
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You see, maam. Just because you cannot have any proof of
doesn't mean it doesn't exists. So that's how people used to

debate a lot about a lot of these aspects.
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s opuch olal Aoz AFEL o] Be ASE ARG

Even further back, in India there was a very famous Buddhist
monk. He's excelled in debate. Somehow Indians love debate. He
never lost a debate before. He was debating externalist, non
Buddhist specialist, experts, who claimed that there is no

reincarnation, there is no such thing as cause and effect.
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So they both debated on that topic. The Buddhist monk prevailed
overwhelmingly. So the non Buddhist externalist said I'm not
convinced. I know you are better than me in debate. That's your
reputation. You are so good. You can convince people into

believing something doesn’t exist.
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No such thing. There’'s no such proof that there's reincarnation.
So the monk said. You want proof, I give you the proof right
now. This is documented in books in India. So the Buddhist monk

called on the king to be the witness. He said, he told the
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externalist. I'm gonna prove to you right now. I'm gonna go into

reincarnation for you to see.
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So he asked people to paint his forehead for red to make a mark.
Then he put a pearl into his mouth. And then he died. He asked
the king to seal his body in a copper coffin
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He went for rebirth. He borned as a boy, as a household. His
forehead, there’s a red mark. In his mouth, there's a pearl
Thailand has similar cases of reincarnation. Vietnam also has lots

of stories children remembering. Let me finish the story.
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So they were surprised. They reported to the king. The king
opened the coffin. Guess what. [Shana: Pearl disappeared] What?
You took the pearl? Did you take the pearl? The red mark
disappeared and the pearl was gone from that monk’s mouth. So
the externalist had to believe that monk. He becamse Buddhist, by

the way. He left home life. That just my edition.
250] ete] golA K2 sigch ol Be 2R, of9A 3
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Because Shana is so much against becoming a nun. She'd rather
die. Anyway. yes, ma'am. [Shana: how did he die?] He just, he
had spiritual penetration. Advanced monks, they meditated and
they can die at will. There’'s a way to die. I'm told about it, I
never tried it. Serious. There’'s a way to do it. Would you want

me to teach you.
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This is why the Chan monks you want to die, you can die just
like that. You can recite the Buddha's name and die. It's very
easy. I'm told. I'm gonna ask Guo Yin to try first. Maybe my boys
would like to try. If you want to try I will teach you today. I was

told it works all the time. It never has failed.

SEM A4S F2 Aew a¢ 2% £¢ 4 dgth Qe
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So I said I believe you. But I'm not gonna try yet. Yes, ma'am.
[Shana! it's not a suicide?] Oh these people, see when you
cultivate, you reach level where you can live as long as you wish

and you don't have to die. You go into a state of hibernation.
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That's why I mean by as long as you wish. You don't function

anymore.
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Because what happens is that this body wears out, right? Your
joints wear out, your teeth will fall off eventually. It's not gonna
last forever. So what the Arhat can do is go into state of
suspension and they hibernate for thousands or ten thousands of

years, they can.
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The matter of another example is the 6" patriarch. It's a monk
very famous monk in China. He died and his body became like a
mummified. So it doesn’t deteriorate anymore. You can still find
his body in China. So the Japanese scientists didn't believe it. So
they came to that temple, that Nan Hua Shi,
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The temple in Nan Hua and they made a huge donation. They
asked for a small favor. They said we want to take a tiny tiny
drill pit and drill his body and take a sample from his body.

dstol ol Aelehrt ofF 27 A)%E Fole. Ten v Heg

%z, 62 tabd B obF ofF obF 2% ThiN AEE weirla

- 231 -



Aoja, 2k FHveh

They brought back the sample and they studied it. They declared
that it's real tissue. It's gotta be real tissue. And it's still
mummified for thousand years. It's not gonna deteriorate. These
monks are something else. Their state is incredible.
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Alright, any questions? Ok, ok, I got it. It's boring. [master
yawning] I know. [Vietnamese audience] So the question is every
night we recite the repentance ceremony at 6 o'clock. That repent
ceremony, does it eradicate, erase the karmic offenses, erase
mistakes you made, the karmas you created? If so, isn't that

against the law of cause and effect?
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[ don't know. What do you want me to say? If I say, yes it

erases then, no cause and effect. If I say no, then I just wasted

your time for nights. What do you want me to say? Let this guy

explain it. What do you think?
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[VXC Vietnamese] Translation. He said he believes that the
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karmas will be eradicated, will be erased. Ok. Why is that?
Because these Buddhas names we recited in that ceremony will,
the fact of merely reciting them, would generate a lot of blessing,
will help you pay off the debt created by creating karmas. It still

consists of the law of cause and effect.

[Arleay MEde] Bedazsdn. 2k 2 gl 24 Aztn

ok 2] YA Aztne eAo] 9jelrte? o] o BL Fnl 027} 9
= P HEEL o2 d$¥cks 2 AHvtezE Jyd B 2
Futh ozl g 2goEn & WE Zed =3o] 2 Y
th. 271 o3Ae] kAo =gt

Are you happy? I'm not gonna touching this, 10 feet pole. What
do you think? [Vietnamese audience] She's relating her personal
story when long time she knew nothing about Buddhism, she
didn't believe in that much about it. Didn't know much about it.
Then she happened to see my master, my late Chinese master
and everyone's bowing around him. Bowing to him because when
you bow to person who's as virtuous as he is or to the Buddha,
you generate a lot of blessings. So people just bow and bow left

and right to him.
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She wouldn't bow to him. She kept on pushing her mother

wheelchair and suddenly the car that people used to drive my late
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master, driving out, my master said this is golf cart. He said stop
and let these women 2 go first. He stuck his head out and looked
at her.
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She didn't even bow and acknowledge him. But then wind was
blowing to her and she felt refresh and so much lighter. So she
said she didn't what it meant but now she meditates and
understands more about Buddhism, she believes that there's such
thing as karmic retributions and if you plant blessings, she didn't
quite say it she believes that my late master relieved her from
her karmic offenses.
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She's not wrong. That's what my master does. If you get to see
him, he has this vow. If you see me, you hear my name, [ will
not become a Buddha until you become a Buddha. There you go,
you are gonna become a Buddha before he becomes a Buddha.

That's why, in that process, he has to help a lot of people
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What he does very often is that when he sees people, he
alleviates their karmic retributions. To many people. Many people

[ know. They felt like relieved, they feel better instantaneously.
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There's a point here. A person like master Xuan Hua, they are
able to erase your karmic retributions. They can. That's why the
reason that you feel lighter, she feels better and the illness, your
health improve better, it's because that is the karmic retribution,
your illness, your something bad inside, makes you feel not well,
it's your karmic retribution.
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He relieves that for you. That's why you feel better immediately.
Direct correlation So the concept here is that the karmas can be
erased. If you do it right, your karmic retributions can be erased.
Alright? Like meeting master Xuan Hua. I had too many people
told me already.
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They told me personally. I bow to him and so and so. They bow
to him and get up, they feel better instantaneously. That's because
he erases your karmas for you. Alright. So if you do certain
things right, you can erase your karmic offenses.
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Another way is you do repentance, you do repent. If you repent
karmic retributions will be lighter, will be erased in some cases.
For example, for us monks, we have precepts. Rules of morality.
The process, I'm gonna send this guy, my American novice monk

to go to Taiwan but he can't speak Chinese yet.
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Ah, children need so much help. In the law, in these schools in
temple in Taiwan, they are specialized in teaching precept. The
part of the process he will be learning is, he will learn about is

how to repent. [Shana! in Chinese?] In Chinese.
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A HaE AYHA Aee feaEs grdoz =3 Fo| Yg]
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There's particular Dharma. So what we do is, we monks are not
supposed to, like monks have 250 precepts. Nuns have 340. Yeah

we do discriminate against women a little bit. The questions
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usually harder for them. But they are better than we are. We are

not as good. We know that.

2 o7t ApEFYS 2EdAE 2E o JEea. AT 150 &
2t o Hojych 931 2mkE 2ux) Qgrele. S gt

So we keep these rules of morality and we break them, violate
them. You are not supposed to dig ground. Why is that? When
you shovel ground, dig ground, you can kill a lot of beings
underneath the ground like worms, like insects.

2o 93 o] 29 FAE Aok ek oAdeh $elE we
shd gk Buch ele? Aoz we skl @ mh, @ okelo] Qi
Ay 25 2L B E2AES FolA Hyth

T LUI__ .
What we do is that. Sometimes we have no choice. We have to

ru]n

bury a colleague, no, sometimes we have to plant something to
eat. So we know we do that, we are violating precepts. So we
need to repent. There are certain process, we go and repent to

someone and we do it right, offenses are erased.

FeI7t ohe Aol 29 Bk A @S A9 A7 gge
22 Zoob ¥ 4= a1, od Pt 2g AL Aojop Pueh
£ eest 07l Qg ko Age A 2 itk 2eA Assiof ¢

There are such thing as repentances, and it works. If you do
those repentances then the Buddha certifies that your offenses are
eradicated. So far so good? That's why we monks we learn these
things. Chinese traditions are very strong that they have these
repentance processes to keep them pure, to help us get rid of

these mistakes.
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So the monks and nuns who know how to repent, these
repentances Dharmas then they can alleviate a lot of offenses that
will bound them for the hells. That's why I say many monks and

nuns they go to the hells because they don't repent.

2o W HFUSE HHHE We D AT, o ¥ YEL B
B 2)gel Dojriol e we HE AR 4 D 2944
boge w7 wTSe] AetA ge A R A% etn 3

S

[ said that monks and nuns will fall to the hells because they
don't repent. That's why our precepts said if you don't repent,
you are gonna fall to the hells. They spell it out for you. So you
break these precepts you are gonna fall to the hells for so long.
Question here.
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[Vietnamese audience] She has a story about my late master,
master Xuan Hua. She'd like to share with us. I said stop, I need
to translate. Good point. She said that she has some personal
experience with my late master, master Xuan Hua. My late
teacher. She realized that she has a lot of issues. She has a lot of
problems. She would feel very bad, bad things happened to her

and so on.
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She would go often to CTTB. She prayed and asked help. All
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, Guan Yin Bodhisattva. In particular,
master Xuan Hua, please help me out. You have to help me to
eradicate my offenses. In particular please smash my head so that

everything clears out.
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So I said stop. Some of you might ask her, is it new head or old
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head? So everyday she practiced and repented like that. Everyday.
But still things don't get any better. She kept on praying for help

as keep on asking for. Still nothing happened.

LH7} axte, F27F 2YoA EojE o= Ade, 2l 2" A=
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One day she found 10,000 Buddhas repentance, you bow to 10,000
Buddhas. So She bowed 300 bows a day. She resolved to bow to
the completion. She completed that, this is recent, she completed
last week. The day before she came down here to join us for this

assembly. She finished the day before. After bowing she felt
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lighter.
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Her co cultivator told her that co cultivator dreamed of master
Xuan Hua. In that dream he was speaking Dharma, she was there.
Both of them were there. Master Xuan Hua was holding a whip.

Huge whip. He was hitting her on her head. That's her personal

experience.

2149 =xbo] ahsfEglguch Exbo] AMIpAkele] & FdHch
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My master he helps a lot of people. Depending on your level,
sometimes very subtle. Sometimes very clear. This is how
bodhisattvas function. The only requirement is that you need to
be sincere. It's a test of sincerity.

W 2sdAAE BE ose 29U eleie ¢
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Don't go there and say hey Xuan Hua, can you help me out?
Because is that he really helping you and you have such a bad
attitude. If they help you, it only makes you more arrogant. Next

time you say hey youl
77) kA, ot At Hel B & 2el?, Bk shA] whAle. R
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So it takes sincerity! What people don't understand is that the
way my master teach is that he teaches about sincerity. You know
[ tell you this. What is sincerity. [Sincerity?] Yeah, sincerity.

That's what I said. What is sincerity to you sir?

ce Aol WeFsh AREel olsfeta] Rehe e W A
o] Al PAE, Mol Bl AEAAT Hvieh elefRos o
L Rz GAol FAYUTl (4ol ar] W, Aol Wt e
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[Audience: honesty?] Honesty, ok. What else? I'm honest. That's
what makes me sincere? By the way I'm just said, I declared last
night, I do lie, so. [Shana: you lied?] All the time. Yes. Sir.
[inauidble. combination of respect and honesty] Travid said

combination of respectfulness and honesty.

8% A7) BA, eslel o 7er o ALl 24 2 A
& ohab shte? v, ol ot BEse] vE AT ¢
eb ARk AzlEe sarer] g4e. o, TasHe. (33 ¢
53, 373 HAe 2qelz] =ou=st Bty B3 HAL ¥

Young man what is your sincerity. [VXC Vietnamese] Humble. He
said I have humility. [Viethamese] She has been at his temple for
20 years. That's not something easily done. It's very difficult, trust

me. | only last for 4 years.
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[Vietnamese] What is sincerity? They have a lot of story to tell
you see. [Vietnamese audience] She thinks that I'm translating
but I'm not translating. It's too complicated. After you cultivated a
whole day, you have so much Qi, you have to talk. [laugh]

[HEd BF] dael FAdd7te? 252 ofefiolA & o] wt
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I don't know how she remembers all those things. [master sigh]
It's rather complicated and very personal. But it's very sweet. She
has a hard time, hard life. She suffered so much. She said I want
to put an end to this and I want to leave home life and become

a nun because it looks so nice in this clothing. You imagine?

Uzt ojgA o] BE A Jledsteal m2sveh [atay @] o
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She so decided to become a nun. But she went through a lot of
test, a lot of hardship. That's it. Ok. What is sincerity again. You
haven't answered me yet. Yes, sir. [Purity, untainted heart] Not
bad. Yes, ma'am. [Shana’ to me sincerity is you are so desparate,
it's very desperate. You can do anything, you can give up

anything for Buddhal]
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For most women, by the way, you ask Vickie. She can give you a
piece of advice. Honey, don't believe everything until you see a
ring. That's what my 1 of my friends said. I don't believe

anything until I see a ring on my finger. Yes.

2upzul o) o EEL, HZ|A EolRAL. 2zt FAllA

F7re] 2L HE 4 Uk Arlel, WAE B2) A7 o 2
oh st 2A W AT F @ Fol welE vk W &7k ol
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See, you cannot say you can't learn anything from me. [Sincerity
is like honesty and taking action, making effort] See, Guo Yin
approved. You, what does sincerity mean, sir? [VX]: a form of

honesty. I'm not quite sure] You are not quite sure. Children.

A eleiiol GaEA we A o}FAE gttay T 2ea (3
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Az Z7e) @ dele, GAL gevich] B3 gl ook
Ok, T give you an example of sincerity. It's about master Xuan
Hua. I heard the story long long time ago. I couldn't quite
understand why it's sincerity. Honestly I couldn't understand back
then. They said you know, master Xuan Hua he knows everything
about Buddhism, you know, everything about the books
QAo AL oA g EojFz. AT o7y el of 22
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He would invite, he invited a Chinese master to come to the US

to lecture on Bodhisattva Precepts. I assure you that he knows
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everything there is on Bodhisattva Precepts and more. He's a great
Bodhisattva. You cannot become a great Bodhisattva unless you

perfect Bodhisattva precept.

HEFQAA BAAG ey Zele ddetn n2ez F2e Ay
g 23Fe WAt Foehed AHAAAAE BAANE BE B8
S ohet 2 ol4fe 9 AATH & oetolAluch ol

So he knew everything. And I assure you that Chinese man is no
Bodhisattva. So he would sit up the platform and would lecture
on the DBodhisattva Precept. Now they printed the Bodhisattva

Precept in 2 volumes, that's his explanation. Not master Xuan
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You look at those 2 books. It's theoretical. It's not master Xuan
Hua. What I claim is that this particular monk is not enlightened
yet because he understands the books from research. But he does
not understand of the Buddha behind the words.
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So going back to the story. This monk was lecturing. Master Xuan
Hua disciples listening. You know what master Xuan Hua was
doing? Guess. He's out shopping Macy's? Would you guess that?

What do you think he was doing?

BHA] 2 of7l 2 FobrkA o] Aol Aelst gt el
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[ heard the story, I said what? Why? You know what he did? He
knelt way behind on his knees. On the bare floor. On the bare
floor, with his hands together. And listened to entire lectures
together.
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You see, if you kneel on your bare knees, night after night.
Maybe 1 night. A couple of hours. What do you think what's
gonna happen to your knees? He knew about the Bodhisattva
Precepts. Doesn't need to do it. Why? Why? My young American
disciple, why?
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To express his appreciation for this monk to come here to teach
his students. Remember, the monk lectured for his disciples. How
can his disciples become Bodhisattvas unless they learned about

the precepts? This is how profound his actions were.

o17) Shq AT BASE St2AE o 2] BT AAE 23
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- 245 -



Everything he does is so profound. Most people cannot understand
it. He does so many things. These people said, those people said.
[ said he does not supposed to do that. This is what Bodhisattvas
do. Now later on that's when I begin to understand what sincerity

meant.

% O]_ /J\_/lzll]’]_} O] A :.‘\;:]-5:
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What is sincerity? Action? What else? What else is sincerity?
Chinese people! Ok, they are tired. Respect. What else? Sincerity,
honesty. Yes, mrs. Phillipino? [inaudible] Yes, mrs. undetermined

country. Yes, Mexico. Oh now it's Mexico. We are making

progress.
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[Don’t look for anything] Don't look for anything. Ok. You are
getting very good. You are missing one thing. If T don't tell you,
you never know. [Trust?] Very good. Very good.
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You have to suffer. See, this is so wonderful about his teaching.
When I heard that story, it bothered me for years. My master is
so wise. Why would he do that? Nothing enough for us modern

day people, they say, hey thank you master, here is 20$. For your
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next lunch. I owe you big time, right? That's what most people

do.
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No single word. He just knelt down. It's amazing to me. That's
when [ learned about sincerity from him. Only he could explain
sincerity that way to me. No one could explain that way sincerity

meant. No one could explain what sincerity meant.
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There is single story about his action teaches me about sincerity.
Sincerity, you have to suffer. You don't suffer enough, you are
not sincere enough. You can talk all you want. But Bodhisattvas

are not stupid, trust me.
2.9 5o et L35} sttt A Ao s tE G e A

A (e}
Holat, Mz gof st Meh 283 2EA gow, FEd 442
et A obduch WA WE 4 2)a AT BAYE of2]An) g

If you only talk, you all talk. You are not talking the walk, will
get no response. But if you are sincere, you are willing to do it,
the response comes immediately. So for example. If you are
sincere, you bow 10,000 times. You body aches. You recite all

day. People recite, my god, why you recite so much all day?
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Because you have to show your sincerity before the Buddha
responds to you! That's what people do. They say, oh Buddha,
save me. God, save me! Mohamed, save me. Jesus, save me! They
call it sincerity. I'm so sincere, ask for help! Not enough. Is that
clear? Miss Mexico?
ojukabE A4 ofel
ofopzl aefA AlEC] 2 |

Ao, 7Rel Betute, AL Fof, 7981 0%
2 geh o Y A

Q7 na AWAR?

That's why I ask about sincerity but she didn't quite express it.
Such temple, they put you through a lot of test. If you are
sincere, then you will be taught. You will be helped. That's why
the great teachers teach you about sincerity. Let me remind you
the higher the lesson is, the invaluable the lessons, the more

sincere you have to prove to.
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Don't think you just talk the way you are into it. Ok? Does it
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help? You have to suffer. You agree or disagree? You know, the
Buddhists, they talk about sincerity all the time. Especially
Mahayana people.

of2{to] Wzl o2 dab o Elota AZetz] apAla. eAo]? =
o] Eue? o I=2fof Ptk Foshute? E2rES A
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They talk about sincerely earnestly recite the Buddha's name,
hoping for rebirth. And they recite for 10 minutes, and oh let's
take a break. They take a break as soon as they feel
uncomfortable. They wonder why is that they haven't enetered,
why am I confused yet. How come still haven't got rebirth vyet,

reborn to the pureland yet.
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This is why the Pure Land practice right now is so insincere
because they don't understand about it. Ok. Questions. Let me tell
you, you can say anything about disciples of master Xuan Hua.
This is good monk and bad monk and so on. I assure you the
Heng monks are very sincere. Especially the ones who have been

with my master for so long.

el 25 @A BE po]

You cannot reach heights unless you are sincere. I may say, I

disagree a lot with these monks. There's one thing I admire about
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them is that they are very sincere because my master, I assure
you, he teaches, he tests his students so much.

ofefo]l AL wiehr] fevw aRkE ol 24 4 dgdoh Wit
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The tests were so hard, so cruel at sometime. Unless you are not
sincere, you will not make it. And yet these monks they have
been with him all this time. You think the test stops right now?
If these monks after my master passed away, those people

continue to receive the test before they are taught.
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Many of them, monks and nuns they cannot handle it. That's why
they veiled out, they went off their own and they declared, they
built their own kingdom. Because they know so much, they are so
good already.
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That's why I really have a lot of admiration of those Heng monks
who are still in the DRBA system. Alright. Anything else? Ok, let
me finish about repentance. If you are sincere, then your karmas
will be erased. If you are truly sincere, your retribution will be

erased.
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Let me rephrase it for you. Let me clarify it for you. If you
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repent and depending on your level of sincerity, your offenses will
be accordingly erased. For example, if you are not sincere enough,
then it will be a little bit of it erased. If you are truly sincere
then a lot more will be erased.
22| zdsiEAe. Al FAs e ofziie]l A3eH, oL G4
o] ZEo| utet of2go] 27F AgAM 2AA Ak & o)A
7 A AL ohekr] g, 28 23 219*
dAE S ofstebd 24l o] 219A Ak
To the point where these enlightened beings, they repent
differently from you. They can repent because they understand
about sincerity. Every time they repent, it's erased. Isn't that cool?
Think about it. It's privileged club. Ok? So the quesiton originally
said, we bow in repentance and you know, does it work? If it

works, it's against the law of cause and effect, then you create

booboos and you don't have to pay?

ANdon g5e oziea czA FPch 25e A6 o o
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Now it took me an hour and a half to get to the answer. This is
why these questions they look innocent but you don't want to

touch them. If you think that it's against the law of cause and
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effect because you can erase karmic retribution. Remember?
Sincerity means that you have to suffer, that's your retribution

right there.

Can you see that? You have to show your sincerity therefore you
kneel and your knees bleed. Aren't you paying off right there?
You kneel and your knees bleed and you can't even walk
anymore? Aren't you paying off right there? That's sincerity.
That's paying off your causes undergoing the retribution right

there .
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Yes, sir. [audience: I'm just curious that is it that the cause and
effect still play but with that way comes back around to you,
return. It just looks different, smells different. But the way it
turning is different way. That's what hanppens in that connection.
That's what it comes back around. You don't really go through,

but you harm it. It just smells different. I'm just curious]

o, waEde. (3% 1 2edde. Qup) ojns AEaa,
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Yes, it could come in different forms. That's very good. That's
very good question. Chinese people, what do you need to say?
You know, these people, you guys are so dangerous. You are
always ask innocent questions, apparently innocent questions and I

assure you you cannot find any books on this.
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[ ask to Chinese, I'm sure that they know. They know everything
about Mahayana. My Mahayana comes from Chinese. Cheaters. No
books on this. Why are you looking at me? Do you think I know

everything. Why do you look like ‘come on!
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Yes, Vickie. [Vickie: master, when we are cultivating, we feel leg
pain. One of many zillions times we are suffering a little, is
that?] That's repentance right there. [Vietnamese audience]
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That deserves other explanation, see these Vietnamese. I don't
want to touch this. I'm not gonna give you hints to give me a

hard time. Yes, well. we have an answer. [Vietnamese audience]
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He has a good point. He said let's say 3 people committed
offenses against another people. The first offender, sincerely
apologize, repented. Then the victim immediately feel relieved. So

that repentance will, it's effective with eradicating retribution.
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Think about it, if the victim is not as angry about you anymore,
he/she will retaliate as hard anymore. So you see, repentance
really works. If you are sincere, it does erase it. It's right there.

It's clear.
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Second person said I'm so sorry, I'm so sorry. But they don't
mean it. Then the person is ok, ok. But you know what? That
person is still hold grouchy. So the retribution is still depending.
S o) Afre, vtale, Ame A S0 28x) g 2
1 Ae eslol, 2ale. ST 2 ohe? 2 ARe oz
AL FL 94tk 24 2 s ode 2o} glole.

When next time around, they will say, oh, I remember you were
mean to me last time. Master was mean to me last time. I asked
him these 3 people, were they monks? Pointing out to me? I was
kidding.
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So the second person just saying it, they don't mean it. It does
get erased. So the second person apologized and didn't mean it,
but the victim said it's ok, it's ok but he doesn’t mean it either.
So you get what you deserve.
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The third person would ignore completely. It's ok. I'm entitled to
do it, I will do as pleased. Ok. Clearly. The retribution is harder
now. He doesn't quite explain it in that way but now the
retribution is harder. No only the offense, plus the arrogance on
top of it!
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You see this is the way of the world. The person no.2 and no.3
is what we do. If you do, you create offenses. If no one knows, it
should be ok. But there’s always retribution. It manifests in some
kind of form.
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The question going back to the original quesiton because he's
gonna fall asleep very soon. Amazing everytime you ask such a

simple question, the speaker has to speak for half an hour and go

through so many iteration to go through the answer.
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The retribution is not necessarily 1 to 1 material. What I mean is
for example, you stab someone. Your retribution is not necessarily
you will be stabbed. Ok? I know this is not written in anywhere,
I'm going out my limb now. I'm pushing the envelop. I'm warning
you I'm going out on my limb. So don't trust everything I say.
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If I'm wrong, please forgive me so that I don't go to the hells.
The original cause is what? You hurt them. What hurts most?
Here. You agree or disagree, miss Mexico. [What was it?] Ok. Go
back to sleep.
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That act here is hurt 2 levels. Physical and mental. The most

=

N

—_

B m]m

>~

| 2.
!

hardest, the most hurtful is in the mind. Because no only you get

hurt, you get angry, why did you hurt me? Why did you attack

me?

2 WL F AR Sl AAY aeln Pudeze AR
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So there’'s physical aspect is not enough. So the bottom line, I'm

running out of time. Only 15 more minutes, ['ll be free. Trust me,
8 y
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this is hot seat. 3 li

CFQ

hts are shining on you.
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So the retribution, I believe is the combination of physical and
mental. So what happens is that physically it might change. Might
say bullet wound. But it has same psychological and mental

wound same as your stab wound. So you are right, sir. It changes.
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So the bottom lines in Buddhism is the mind, not the physical
aspect. Ok? They hurt your mind that's where you carry with you.
The body will be gone but the mind will remember lifetime after
lifetime. You always remember this debt. This injustice that you
did to them. They never forget and hunt you down.
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This is why people who commit offenses, miss Mexico, now you
are awake, because they don't realize the consequence comes with
it. Then when the retribution comes, they want help. But there’s

no sincerity when they are asking for help.
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Questions. Does it answer your question sir? You, is it clear? The
physical change form? [Yeah I was wondering the intend behind
action, will mirror the karma, the debt, the exact same thing] No,
the hurt, the hurt you receive. The mental effect on you. That is

what registers.

N
u]
J
X
ofl
>
N
u]
2
|
_
o
(
el
4 o
‘_:‘l,
£
ko
~

|

W
>
C
©
Y
£
ko
~
>
2
N
M9
lo

Usually it's a form, some kind of like a knife, spear something
like that. But not necessarily, it could be a gun shot. It could be
different forms. But it has same mental effect on you. That's the
key in a retribution I just made it up. Because I didn't really read

it up anywhere.
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[But it's good, it's good] Oh, very good. Ok? Any questions. If
you don't have any questions, we can end early and go get some
rest. Oh, we should wrap it up. Some group, they came here from
up north. Tomorrow they are leaving. So now it's time to say
goodbye because tomorrow will be very busy to recite the

Buddha's name.
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Thank you for coming. It's good to have you. We appreciate your
hard work. Your worthwhile trying. You work very hard. I'm very
pleased. I want you to know that your hard work including this
nun here is paying off.
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This nun here, this Bhikshuni here she's very old. She's very

N

15k 2
fragile in her health. But she still cultivates for 4-5 hours a day.
That's remarkable. Perhaps this, that's because you have a lot to
do as well. So her son is no longer in danger.
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[ think within no longer than Saturday, I think I'm busy, I have
to start Chan Qi so I can't. I'd rather finish it. So this Buddha
recitation week is extremely auspicious. Whatever you do, this
special event, it multiplies in many many fold than normal days. I
think he made up his mind to go now.
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So he's out of danger. So our form of practice is that we do all
these things in order to help others and your hard work really

really made a difference. So good job! [applause]
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This is our last lecture of Fo Qi, of the Buddha recitation week.
First of all, there are this morning group of people down here
from San Jose, they left. They seemed to be very happy.
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[ would like to thank the people of this temple who have been so
hospitable and kind and friendly to this people. Some of them
came here for the first time. I particularly like the fact that we
are very international by nature in that a lot of people come here
from different back ground, different believes, some of them are

not even Buddhists.
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But that's what we are. We are actually we have a regular person
who has been coming to my lecture, attending my lecture for last
6-7 years. I think he's Jewish. He doesn't think much about

Buddhism. But he likes lectures enough to attend every single

Sunday.
Al 2o gelelet 92 Aol A 67d ) HeL Sea
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[ happen to believe in Plurality, Because each religion has its
strength and weakness. So we can learn from each other and
share good things. That's perfectly ok with me. Especially my
disciple, I tell them don't try to convert your friends, loved ones

and family.
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Because it's no need for that. The label of Buddhist or no
Buddhist doesn’'t matter to us. It's about learning how to live, how
to become and live better life and improve yourself. Make

something out of your life. That's the main thing.
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That's why we are sharing our knowledge, our view of the world.
That's all. Our work will be worth it. Anyway, I'm starting by
saying that, even though we are international by nature, but we'd

pick nice things from each culture.
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The one thing about Asian culture I like it's quite common in

many culture is that being hospitable. I think it's nice thing. So I
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see our temple’s regulars welcome the new faces and be kind to
them. It's very nice.
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[ particularly like the attitude. There's no arrogance at all. I've
been to many way places where I walked in and I feel like I'm
inferior being. I've been to so many places, way places where
they feel so superior to me and as if I'm there to seek something,

to get something. It leaves unpleasant aftertaste.
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Our people, I don't know about you. But my lifestyle is lifestyle
of a beggar. That's what my Buddha taught me. You are beggar,
you should not be, you should be more humble. Right? There’s no
reason to look at others. You know, look at our temple, how nice

we are. How big we are. How popular we are.
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That's nonsense. 1 don't care how big how ever become big, I
doubt it, down the track record. But we should be saying. The
externals should not affect us that much. All these external things,
we can't take it with us.
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If we have them, we use it, we share it. So anyway, I'm grateful
for your hospitality to these new visitors. That makes me very
happy. That's why we cultivate. To become better so that we
cultivate  in order to become nicer and kinder. More
compassionate.
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Alright? Also by the time they left, they reported some nice
things, too. I don't know you heard other things. Maybe you can
tell other things. I across the path this morning, they stopped me

and they said a couple of things.
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thank me and a couple of people said they came here and this

temple feels very peaceful. They feel better.
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They feel lighter, they feel happier. That's very good thing. When
you go to temple, the atmosphere of that place has affect on you.

You know that already. Particularly I like the fact that our temple
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keeps on evolving.
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6 months ago, when we got statues in courtyard, there is this air
of happiness, of joy. Now the last 2-3 month, they have a lot

more peaceful. That's nice. We are evolving in right direction, I

think.
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Alright, another woman told me. Oh I need to translate in
Vietnamese. Another person she has stomach pain for last 4 days
when she has been at the temple. But she braved it and she kept
on cultivating, practicing, reciting the Buddha's name. Didn't miss

a single session.
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But it didn't go away. Everyday was a struggle for her. Then
yesterday lunch, we opened the Sharira room for them to come in
by their request. The moment they drew near the Sharira the

woman her stomach cramps and pain went away immediately.
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She said it's nice to have such response from Shariras. That's a
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nice thing about our lifestyle actually that we focus on practicing,
living a simple and pure life. It makes it rather pleasant if you
ask me. I used to have a full life like you. From this particular
Dharma Assembly, this past week, I just made up my mind that I
would like to, if I'm given the chance, I would like to have more

places like this where people can get together and practice quietly

together.
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We want to concentrate on practicing. That's all we do. We are
not gonna go after big deal. Some of them. Focus will be to have
a simple life and practice. Will be 2 types of centers.
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1 center will be Pure Land for the people who wish to practice
Pure Land and aspire rebirth to the Western Bliss Pure Land. So
there will we recite the Buddha's name all day long. That's what

we do.

The other center will be, other type will be Chan center,
meditation center. So we have, we meditate a lot like 4-5 hours a
day besides work. We would have a 100 days Chan session
[Shana: 100 days?] Yeah, I'm building for 100 days. That's based

- 266 -



on the Chan tradition from China.
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You go for the real thing, you go for 100 days. So there will be
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places like that where we are gonna build our skill, our strength,
our knowledge so that we can, if the people come to us for help,

we will be able to help them.
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Otherwise we just mind our business. Very simple, humble life,
simple life. Ok? That's what I decide to do that direction, I want
to go. Because there’s plenty of places where people can go and
have a big crowd and have a huge event and draw a lot of

attentions for themselves.

27 ghom 71 2 AW ARTUL obF DaHD BLW 4ol

2, AEW golz eslel? o 2 Wges sz, 28 sba Ao

2 AYYII ARkEe) AHA BE BiFe] Beln 2 YabE 2
ne a9 et g

27|72 wE BAE
Personally I'm not that interested in those places. I would tell you
my personal preference always been to meditate. We are gonna
have a Chan retreat starting tomorrow night. You will see, it's
gonna be painful but after the pain it is so wonderfully blissful.
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Alright, any questions or comment [Shana! I have a question.
inaudible. change how not to be attached to. We also talk about
how layperson practice, would have boyfriend, have kids. Very
difficult to practice. Sometimes they are attached to it and don't

know that we are attached. Good way to] For normal people, you

mean”?
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All the plenty of good ways. Plenty of good ways. I can't help
you. Why do you keep on asking question like that? Why don't
you ask simple question like what is Buddhism, what is suffering,

that kind of thing? Gees! Give me a break!

ze wge deda e dasvn gL Wt =2 47
gre. o 3d ARE AL Gk g2 Ryt nFod B
QYU 2e 23 BT AL 9 & Telmiper AR GE 4

Can you ask the basic fundamental questions about Buddhism?
Please? Can we start slow? Don't make such a big problem to
solve? It's a big problem. I thought small.

] ARL BolB £ 9hite? AHe?
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This young lady here. No rush at all. This young lady here, I just
found out today, she has been here for 2 years now. She refused
to tell me where she came from. She only said it's espanol

speaking country.
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Finally she admitted to me yesterday, last night, that she's from
Mexico. She came with just, meditation session, Chan session, 2
years ago. She walked in and I said yes, you want to learn to
meditate? Sit! That's it. She stood up and bowed 10 minutes, I

think. [5] 5 minutes, she still remembers.
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And you left. [No] You walked out. Then you came back and you

left after that. Very short visit. I said ok, goodbye. Then she came
back she sat longer and longer and longer. She didn't talk to

anyone. The time she would eat, ok.
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Now she’s doing the Buddha recitation. You did very well by the
way. We don't tell you anything but you did very well. You just
followed everyone, that's all. That's a part of the training. Don't
be so demanding like you are out there. Here I am, I'm important.
Pay attention to me, help me. Here, you like it, feel free. You

don't like it? Good bye.
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No one tries to sell you anything. No one's trying to anything for
you. If it works for you, it interests you, we help you. If it
doesn’t interest you, it's perfectly ok. So part of the thing is that,
[ think the part of our approach is that we are not trying to, we

are not trying that hard on anything. We just mind our practice,

business.
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She's very good at Buddha's name recitation. She doesn’t like it,
told me this morning. She said too much work, not as nice as
meditation. She doesn't realize that she was doing very well

recitation.

If you want, you can ask. Then we answer you. You don't ask,
we don't say anything. Ok? It's bordering on arrogance, but it's
not arrogance. It's just that we respect your privacy. You feel like

it, we talk to you. You don't feel like it, we don't talk to you.

FAlo] Hgtotd ARel= ook 27 f27) HelEuoh 22 ¢e
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Alright? What is my point to your question? You see, after very
very complicated question, it takes an hour and half time to
answer the question. Serves you right. Then no one’s gonna ask

questions. See, I have a way to make up for the hard question.

W7z7 G4 Aze] W Sde Lol Hea? A okF ofF 2D
Ago] etedw 13 wo] Ak AR WA 29 ofE AL
2] @27l dE WE Ao dhgote Wel Yetne.

You start slow. That's my answer to you. There's plenty in this
form of practice, in this form of knowledge that you find useful.
Should you really have a need. So you start first what the

immediate problem at hand. That's all.

AT AL, 2o e Bael St s
o7 Fo] 9L AAE daEsch Falod B2 Desh ovher
2 gAe $4 g e 2A2y ARede. 24 st

If you find it works for you, then ask for next question, next
problem, next problem, you begin to see. That's Mahayana by the
way. Because Mahayana is a comprehensive view at life. Learn

Mahayana is because we intrigue by life.

2 &b et ek, o AR, e &4 2 ot 2AE
Hol7] Alatghvel 27 sl EHA% drol ohgh 2l el
Avlel 2] a2 2 Ao Wi dise Hwee A

You don't run away from life at all. Don't think that we are
hiding in the temple, don't think we ignore all world. No, no not
at all. You know the Mahayana wisdom 1is this. You start by

looking inside. It goes against the grain, it goes against the habit.
oM =2 A Ae obdvth 2|7 "ol o} ek, & A
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You are so trained to look outside, to reach out and grab at
things and conquer things. It's ok let they do whatever, it's
perfectly ok. You forgot to take care of the basics. You have to
take care of yourself. I was like you, too.

AEEL W 2 Ao, b4 "7tE Hsta
< il

[ spent my life, all my energy, exhaust my energy into making
money,working, building, getting a job, building a career, bringing
bread home. Have a little time [ have, go and have a little fun.
Chase women, drink. All those things. I know. I'm just a normal
person. What do you mean? Ok?
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You realize that your happiness is so dependent on external
things. You are so dependent on external things. External things
make you happy therefore external things also make you unhappy.

ofeg o] Aol vF =l AL ot A &l Hrith oF

T
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Because once external things are taken from you, you become

unhappy. You forget about fundamentals. If you depend on
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external things to be happy, then you will never really be happy.
The true happiness is from inside of you. You have to look for

happiness inside, not outside.

9]740 AEo] FalozBe Atepzr]s #3HEE, FA2 2P z]7] of
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hat's what Buddhism is about. We learn about happiness from
looking inside. Once you see, you find the internal happiness,
then you realize that now you can truly be happy with everyone

else.

See? Then you learn to be happy with externals. Externals can no
longer make you unhappy. Does it make sense to you? The order
is slightly different. Ordinary people, you guarantee you grab
external things hoping inside you feel good. Whereas cultivators
like us in Mahayana we find happmess inside first.
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And then once you find inner happiness then you use external
things to make other people happy. That's how you share your

happiness.
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Ok? So the question you ask me, that's how I reorient, rephrase
it about happiness. Right? That's why you are seeking, that's why
you have family, that's why you have children, that's why you
love someone, you marry someone because you try to be happy,

right? You think you will be happy. I stress over things. For a

while.

eAlo]? FAlo] 2 AFE vzt B R U Aoz WIS
el AT BAle 2o Gale] 7tEL, ofelE R w2
Ve AbEetR, AEche oz FAe Bz Aodrte, gy
a7 AL Falo]l FENA Azt AR = FEek 23
2~EY s kg g}

So if you think, If you think about seeking happiness then with
normal life, your layperson's life then you start first by learning
to look inside. So you learn little rules. Maybe new habits, how
can you be happy?

azfA A, ARREe] gl A ES 2t Ak, gl iR
= Ee A e ARE A AAEAL. e FAES vl
oh A2 soldzte. ofgA BN 5 glpe?
Number 1, stop blaming others. Stop blaming others, If something
goes wrong, stop blaming husband, stop blaming your boyfriend,
stop blaming your friend, stop blaming your children?

1, g st artsiAle. o st ateialAle. do] A <t
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Right, it's always someone else’s fault. Right Mireya? Stop it! Stop
it! Don't blame others. Because you are dumping on them. That's
what you are doing. You agree with that? It's unpleasant. You are

afflicted. It's because of you! Your fault!

dl, Ay =he kel AR st ¢F e, wsopr arkeiA| el

- 274 -



28k Eekr] mpAlel Falo] DEofA 23 7]E we]r] wEdy]
ob. o2l3 9ctne. %9]%*»]77}? 27 e AL =z

3
Qo EO Al LH_‘?_o]o]:l .,}/] 21—/&0]0]:]
Stop, please. The garbage can is over there. Go over there, dump
there. Don't dump in my place. You don't realize it. You are so
stressed out that we vent our frustration, our unhappiness on the

first person we see. Usually those are the people who are closest

to you.

ArtstAl e, A 27182 A7) lsuE A7) 7hA 28715 wE
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You go home and oh my god, I have such a bad day. You might
not believe it. And you dump it. You blame your boss to your
spouse. How does it help her? You do it often enough, she
doesn't want to see you at all. Here honey, here glass of wine.
See you later. Here's your TV set.

Aol 7kA, A, 25 93l
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You lose like that because you learn
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ittle rules like catch yourself
dumping and complaining about others. The problem is within
you. It's not your husband, trust me. It's not husband’s fault. It is

your fault, trust me.

FAe 230 dotwzle e gale] el dielA st 28
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It's your own problem. Stop blaming. Stop criticizing others for

your own problem. Agree or disagree? You are so negative because

you are so stressed out. You are always complaining. It makes the

family life very unpleasant.

FA 2 EAUYE £ A= o st 2Rk w
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You only go home to dump. This is why the Japanese are much
better than you. Japanese men after working, you know what they
do? Miss Korea, you know. [Shana! go to drink?] Go to drink!
[Shana: they don't remember] Ok?

ol 74N welzle welche, olsla QB Are] WA o el
el H2an 9B A5l B sheal ohhe? sl 2o da
[Pt £ wprlE] 7hz?] & ebdudetl (AR 7] QF A7) LA o]
By the time they go home, they are so drunk. [laughing] They
can't yell at their wives anymore. Who are you? Oh, ya ya. It's

ok. I'm kidding, I'm kidding, of course.

Aol 2 wok = Ay AP [phas 2] o ol ohel)
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What I'm pointing is that find a way to release tension yourself,
don't bring it home. That's one common mistake people make.
The home life becomes dumping grounds, mutual dumping
grounds. It's so unpleasant.
Hoh steie 2 222 ARAES Fojlie YRS ot v A
of ZkA7p2] Hre 27 AEEe] E3E ArEs A F shui
o 7Hg o] 27| Ae] "ve A2 FAHstz 23 YirE E3)
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How do you do that? I don't know. 1 way, very simple way is
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meditate. You meditate for 10 minutes, 15 minutes. then it will
undo a lot of stress and tension inside of yourself.
oA shte? vE E=te. gb bz ofF Zheheh bl akelvich
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Build up that skill, to unwind and dump very quickly before you
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dump it on someone who you care for. Agree or disagree. Easier
said than done. It takes work. But you know, at least you know

that these are fundamental things. I see people coming home so

exhausted.

Falol ob7le Tzt Al 272 welr] Ao ofF whe] st ©A
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All they can do is sit down, have a beer and watch TV, and yell
at children. That's all they do. That's kind of life you choose to
have. It's not very wise. Okay, it should be a balance. Granted,
that's home is what you go home to recuperate and so on. But be
smart about recuperate... instead of dumping on, on your loved

one, recuperate by yourself.

250l & 5 e dolFt Yotr WEES vpAIn E[H] H3 ofo]g
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The home life should be cultivated, should be nurtured. It's not
dumping grounds. You know the reason why I talk about this is

that my parents never taught me that. Their parents never taught
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them that. So we follow the custom. Everyone else.

M AZE sAsn iAol st AUk gl Hojde ¢
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We chase after money and that's it. The family life can be a lot
happier. Does it help or not? When you talk about detaching and
so on, that's too abstract. What for? Why do you need to detach?
It's useless. If you detach from wrong thing, then you get in
trouble. You need money. You cannot detach from money, that's

nonsense.
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ght? If you detach from money, how are gonna make

payment? Ok? Alright? Any other question. Ok, if there's
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your car

no other

question, we can wrap it up and have an early night. It's Friday

night, you know. I have better

things to do than being here.

Q7vte? Eozye AAE WeAFioh A5 PRE ojgs 2
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Anything you'd like to find out? Anything you'd like to discuss?
Anything you are curious about? Anything bothers you? [audience:
You was talking yesterday about karma. And now [ was thinking
about... the collective karma. Like you can carry karma for your

family, for something. Can you talk about it?] Talk about it?
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[Shana: too abstract]

dohd A gdrhe? woldnE A sdrhe? 32U A dber GAIE
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Finally a Buddhist question, karma. Ok, collective karma. Just for
your information, karma is a DBuddhist term, that means by
definition, it means action. Action, that's what it means.

AW 2l AgolFe, glolzhy, eAlo]. 3. BE 2ol A
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Karma means action, that's all. Action. And then because there is
an action, there is consequence. That's all. For example, by the
Buddhist definition, karma comes in 3 forms. Karma, you create
karmas by your mouth, yelling at children, then you are creating

mouth karma. Lying to people, that's mouth karma.

Qe e =gdch oA W¥E Pol desz Ant Ytk 2
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Then body karma. Stealing, that's body karma. Finally mind karma.

So far so good? So if you do any of those 3 types of things, you
are creating karmas. So far so good? Clear? Let me ask you who's

not creating karma?

5 Alddolz. FAYE 2 Ak shee g dEh 23
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Auch g7lve? o2 3R g AN Adve?
You are constantly creating karmas, aren't you? Right? Either you

are creating karmas with your body, or with your mouth, or your
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mind. You are constantly in motion. You are constantly acting
with your body, with your mouth, with your mind, right?
QA odg Ageh ¢ 2asker Fa? FAle Bol ol nhg

oz g gtk GAL AsHA Sl gt AsHA B
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Everyday we create a mountain of karmas. So far so good? You
don't realize it, we create karmas constantly, nonstop. Does anyone
have any problem to that, any objection to that? All these karmas
are piled up day after day, lifetime after lifetime.
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With all these karmas we created, karmas could be good or bad or
could be neutral. What is neutral karma? You dream. You are

creating neutral karma. So far so good? You create karma, there

—_

will be consequences either good or bad.

od BE £27 2L GEL FL AE G2 4E £e FAE uw
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Now before I go to collective karmas, I relate you a story. In
China, they used to be very wise man. Because if I try to speak
Chinese, oh boy, it's gonna slow me down and sweat like crazy.

Because I'm sorry, no translator for you tonight. Please translate

for her.

P2 7t7] Ao, BHE = 7] E HEAL FTZAAE ofF
& E ARl Bt F3ei2 aslse, &, Tol ofr me
22wk v)zl o] g = vk e, 3oz Rk, FAS 9



So this man is very wise. Very noble of character. But he's
extremly poor. He's very very poor. He's so poor that he
constantly has to endure thirst and hunger. Because of his great
reputation of wisdom and virtue, so the king of the country, his
advisor, he said your highness, that wise man he's very well
respected and yet he's very very poor. If other people hear that
your wise subject and yet so poor meaning that you are not
regarding him. You are not treating him properly. You are gonna
have bad reputation. You don't know how to treat wise man
properly, man of talent properly.

23 o] YA whe WeE ofF QAel agHa. A 2
A

£ 39 WRAGUE P SRAR 28 M A E S0t
5 2EE Aol Waeh 29l Aalst Aye el Hoel ¥
otA 2 e} o)A AlshrF 7teddi S eh AEE, 2 dAzbe ofF Sof

You are gonna have reputation. No one's gonna come to you
anymore, no good people will come and work for you anymore. So
the king said, you are right. So he sent his messenger with 2
chariots of grains as a gift to that wise man from the king.
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Guess what that wise man did? Miss Mexico? He came out and
he bowed to those messenger, by the way, this is the nature of

our lecture, cross your legs is very uncomfortable. It's part of our
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training.

2 @A A Bhe? ola A2 25h dehd el 294
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The new one they can recognize right away. You look around, the
old heads, they sit there unmoving. Here we go again. But the
new one we can tell right away. After 5 years, I managed to go

like this

ME A BES vt dotE 4 gla FHE B 1dEFEL ¢rof
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I'm serious, you go like this. So anyway, it's okay. If you, you feel
uncomfortable, wiggle, and then eventually you get used to it. You

do it two or three years in a row, then you, you don't even move

anymore.
& AR o3 ste A& obfE AMYUSHE BHsL FAF
HARE Asols A vinh 2-3d 23 shofR A Aoz o

A == Az,
Guo Yin has been here for 6 years, she still does that. That's how
she does. She doesn't do that. She's doing very discreet. She

moves her back just slightly. You see, they have all kinds of

tricks.
2ale 037] 6 URAAR oPH= A 2y ofFA Fvjet
A=A ok Fyet o2 Pk 2de g3 52 SR wla &3
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This man here, he bowed to the messengers. He said your
gracious, [ cannot accept this. I cannot accept this. So messenger

said what? Your graciousness, I cannot accept this, I don't want
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this. Please bring back to the king. I don't want it.
o WAt AFelA Ashgh Hah, Ax old B 4 el 2
St ezt Aeje] Hebny Stk Aet o2
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After the messenger left, his wife came out and yelled at him.
‘Are you crazy or something!!! Oh my god!!! T marry a crazy man!
This is what Chinese women used to do that. They don't beat up
the husband anymore. They just beat up themselves. Nowadays
they beat up on husband. Back then they beat up themselves.
o] wupa, @apo] opuizf vhebM Do Al sz Hg e TFAle] n
27 opuHIl Aol Wt el zlgold AEFON Fm oJAER o
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Said, ‘oh my god, what's the matter with you?" When I marry
you, I was told, my mother told me that the wise of the wise of
the wise man are very comfortable and safe. But all I discover so
far is poor and dirt poor and all my children are always hungry.
Now the king gave you the grains, food and you turned him
down?
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You know what the wise man said? He said do you know? This
king doesn't know me. He only knew about me because people
told him about me. That's why after he heard about me, he gave
me grains. That's why the gifts and if he heard good about me, if
he heard about me bad things about me, he's gonna take it back

from me, he's gonna punish me.
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He can make me suffer. I cannot depend on this guy, I cannot
depend on the king. This king here is not a good man. If I take
from him, we are gonna be temporarily, our stomachs are gonna

temporarily full. But we owe him.

2= d AFE g Akl o o™ AelA o2 £ e 2™ ol
A o2 4 gla o7] o] &2 AT Abgo] ofdAl Wyt 22 RE
22 ter, 23 dAHez fa) er 25 & R 2ol
= 2|7 =3

If in the future, he gets in trouble, then we have to help him.
Otherwise, we will be ungrateful. That's why [ couldn’t take it.
That's the illustration right there of every single Karma carries
consequence. You take, you have to pay back.

g, 22b Al A 27t 28 LQ}OF bRl 237 e
i e ] R e ==
ntet ARkE A EEE A BoiFs ARy E e, Zotof gy
r,}_

If you are wise, you learn about karma, there’s consequence in
everything you do. You have to look at the consequences. Is it

clear? This is what wisdom’s about. They look at the

consequences of their own actions. Is it clear?

Fale] @Hsicha, ool ois] WSn, PAle] e BE Zle] A3}
=

So it turns out historically a few years later, that king he died.

He got into trouble. He was killed. That wise man was never
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involved with that king. He said I don't want to associate myself

with such people.

Aoz 9 d Fol 2 gl Fgguch 22k 276 AR 29
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So the point here is that part of life is to choose, make the
proper choices because there's consequence. You have to look at
the consequences. You cannot look at the benefits right in front

of your eyes.
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This is contrary to conventional wisdom. Because now everyone is
after profits right? If it's beneficial, grab it while you still can.
Wise people of all they look at consequences before they act. So

far so good?
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Now there are something called collective karma as well.

Collective karma, that's what the meaning implies that it is the

kind of consequences that happened to a collective people.
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When people talk about collective karma, that used to refer to a

family unit or a villiage or maybe a company or maybe a country

and so on. So because of that collective karma, you undergo same

retribution.
AEe 32Ul e AT 2E S B9 ohe wel S
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For example, what's an example of collective Karma? In San
Diego, they have collective retribution of fire. Every vyear, they
have fire, the wild fires. They threaten homes. This particularly
that bad. That's part of collective karma because the houses, the
fire starts on the other neighborhood but it spread through yours

no time at all. That's collective karma of fire karma.

A5 S04, FHY A7t Brte? ArjdejrelMEs EolEte FF
Al #EZE gyt oid Eo] v AbE 23 RS A8y
53] &7t Az 3o AR 23 eh 3 o E oA o
AR FAL ARz Ba]EA gl gabghveh 271 Fol't ¢l

So that means that these people have created fire offenses in the
past. Now they live together in that same area, San Diego, now

they have to undergo fire retribution again. Does it make sense?
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In other hand, if you don't have this collective karma, this
collective retribution, there’s always exception. The cases where, I
remember a few years ago, I heard the new that the entire
neighborhood was burnt down. 1 house was intact like untouched

by fire. Every single house is burnt out ashes and yet one house

1s intact.

selo] GAle]A) old FEAU el
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[coughing] Bless you. Does it help? There’s collective karma it
means that you are supposed to undergo retribution. But if it's
supposed to happen to you that collective of people, if you ask
for help, you might be spared. This is why the Asians when they
are in trouble, they ask Bodhisattvas for help. They pray to
Amitabha, say Amitabha Amitabha. And they get helped and so

on.
(714] A mgol Siter 3EA Qo A e o] HnE
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This is why we practice by the way. We practice reciting the
Buddha's name so that we recite very well so that people recite
on their behalf, then our recitation tends to be more effective
than their own recitation. This is why we are doing this. Does it
make sense?
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Yes, question back here. Repentance, how does it help the karma.
The question is if you have some karmic retributions, see, you
guys call it karma, actually it means karmic retributions, not
karma. What you have said, I have bad karmas and good karmas.
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[t means actually bad karmic retributions and good karmic
retributions. But it's ok, I understand what you mean. How do
you repent, erase your bad karma. You talked about, we touched

on it last night.
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Basically repentance is very very important and very effective way
to eradicate your karmic retributions. It's very important because
remember? We are creating karmas constantly all day. So we have

so many karmic retributions.
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That's why you need to learn to repent so that you can erase
those consequences. That will erase those consequences. Nullify
those consequences. Ok? So how does that work? What is the
difference between DBuddhist repentance versus non Buddhist
repentance? [ don't know about non Buddhist repentances. I
haven't done research.
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will only tell you the Buddhist repentance. You do the
comparison with yourself. I'm no scholar. I'm fascinated by the
Buddhist teachings. I find it to be so profound that it doesn't
leave me a lot of time to research non Buddhist teaching. So if

I'm wrong, you know about something I don't know, please teach
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me. I'll be glad to learn from you, happy to learn from you.
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So how does repentance work? In Buddhism? Huh? [Vietnamese
audience] She said that she asks a question, that's second
question that I can answer quickly before I get back to that
original question because original question takes a little bit longer

maybe half an hour.
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She asked a question that in the news, there's a Vietnamese lady
who, who immolated herself. And she died. And she left a letter
saying that she's a Buddhist and she want to kill herself so that
she can get reborn to the Western Bliss Pure Land, go back to
the Amitabha Buddha.
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Okay, and so she asked, is that, is that, is that okay, is that
proper? Okay, I would tell you that from my perspective of
Mahayana Pure Land Buddhism, it's not okay. Why is that? Okay,
why shouldn't you do that?
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Because we practice the Pure Land Buddhism, we practice
Mahayana Pure Land Buddhism we practice is involved helping
others get reborn to the Western Bliss Pure Land. As long we

have the opportunity and the strength, then we help them obtain

rebirth.
BE $2E 49D, e HE 228 Y Ae 95 AY
22 YEol PAFE AE FaA e o Yok dsdeh S

Okay, it's contrast to the Hinayana Pure Land Buddhism. Hinayana
Pure Land is that we practice reciting the Buddha's name and
practice all these Pure Land Buddhism in order for me to make it

to the Pure Land. [Vietnamese audience]

I[t's wrong path, Trevid you have a comment? [Trevid: she's
confused] Trevid said she's confused, tough luck. Ok. So going

back to the repentance. Repentance in Buddhism involves 2

aspects.
0 AeE Ayt Esus, 2wE oie? [EsE= 2uE

Number 1, you recognize and you admit that you are wrong. You
have to recognize, be able to recognize that's wrong. And you
want to change, that's number 2. You don't want to do it again.
If you do that, then the repentance is effective.
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For example, if you steal, you know it's wrong to steal from
someone because this doesn't belong to you. You know it's wrong,
so you should stop. You say, I will stop, I will change, I wouldn't

no longer steal. Then that's how you repent.
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There's certain many different ceremonies, many different
repentance methods that will enable you to erase the karmic
retributions if you change. A lot of people come to us and say I
would like to repent, I just stole something. Ok, 10 Ave Marias
and Hallelujahs.
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That person is happy and then turns around and steals again.
That doesn't work. That repentance doesn't work. That's the
requirement of repentance by the way. If you don't change. I'm so
sorry, I'm so sad, I'm so terrible. You can say all you want, it's

not gonna be erased. It's not erased, has no effect.
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So you see that then the DBuddhists have many different

repentance processes, very effective. That will actually erase the

bad karmas. Does it help? What if you are not sincere, what if

you half hearted about it, then the effect is also half.
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[ don't know what is my karma, but I keep smelling of Jack Fruits
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at 8:30 night, make me feel like eating. I'm kidding. Oh I can

look forward, you can look forward some Jack Fruits. [Maybe

tomorrow] That's what for tomorrow? Yes. sir.
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[Viethamese] There you go, This is where it comes from. This is
Jack Fruits, those who don't know. Very fragrant. Hmm not ripe
yet. Any other question? I have to remind you, whatever people

do is non of our business.
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We discuss other people’s business, it sounds like criticizing them.
Yes. [Repentance ceremony, what's the proper way I notice that,
we kneel down, what's the proper way to say I'm wrong and]

Like tonight, during the ceremony here, you were in the
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ceremony? No, you weren't.
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Depend on which method you choose to repent. Sometime you
kneel, sometime you stand up, sometime you sit on the chalir,

sometimes you lie down, say listen, I'm sorry. Sorry, I was mean

to you
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So it varies widely. But for us, we do a lot of repentances, you
still remember we have so many karmic retributions, so these
karmic retributions, if you don't repent, they have a way to come

at you and stop you from what you want to do.
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Especially when we practice Mahayana, we repent. We have
repentance ceremony, we have a lot. Why? Because we know it's
important to repent. If you don't repent, they would come and

stop you dead in your tracks. Nothing you can do.
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Ok, Guo Yin has a question. [Vietnamese] See, repentance
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requires you to do something. It's not enough to say I'm sorry.

It's ok. I won't do it again, I promise. Still not enough.
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You created, inflicted pain and losses on others, you have to do
something about it. You can't just talk about it. Yes. [Master what
about who don't remember, past life what they did] What do you
mean past life, you don't even remember yesterday.
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Let's face it. You did so many karmas yesterday and this morning.
You don't remember anymore, do you? You are so quickly forget

the evil karma you created this morning, right?
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What if you don't remember. The repentance has 2 parts, 2
aspects, again. Another 2 aspects you should look into. Number 1,
if you know specific things that you should repent, will erase. 1

specific karma, you can repent on that individual.
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For example, you just stole something, repent right away. You

hide it, no, it wasn't me. It walked away by itself. Guess what?
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You have another karma retribution lying on top of it. It keeps on
compounding.
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That's why when you go to the hells, see, here’'s why I told you

yesterday why you go to hell to hells. When you fall to the hells,

for you to steal this, you will go to the hell where they will chop

your hands off. They will chop your hands off. You don't need to

go to hells, you only go to the Middle East.
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Then since you also remember your saying, no it wasn't me. It
was him. So another hells created for you is that they slice your

tongue into thin slices like beef sate. Horribly painful. Yes.
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[Vietnamese] She asks a question that should I tell people about

this or that you are doing wrong. I said why do you want to tell

people? Did they ask you? They didn't ask you. Very simple. You

have no right to tell anyone, anything no matter how much you

know.
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You know very well because she lies, she's gonna go to the hell
where slices her tongue off you know bit by bit thin slices, paper
thin slices, very well. It hurts so much you can't even cry, can't
scream, you have no tongue left! Serves you right.

FAe 2yt ARgEE, 8 Fola TAE oA AnlEs %oz
Sk 7 ARk A ofR A SRedst R ofatd & 45 22 2
Ye.

So I say who gives you the right to tell that anyone is wrong.
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You decide it, you are gonna tell someone that they are wrong.
You are wrong, right there. You have no right. If they are wrong,

let them be wrong, it's not your business. They didn't ask you.
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You have to wait. The more you know, the more you should
become humble. The more you know, you know everything
already. But you wait to be asked. If not, you don’t say anything.

You bite your tongue. You don't say anything.
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What is that? What do you call that? You know they are wrong,
but you don't say anything. [respect] [Vietnamese] If I don't say

anything, they keep on hurting themselves. Ok.
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My answer is? Non of my business! The hell is for them, not for
me! I'm kidding, yes. [Shana! but you can give a hint or open the
door] No! Absolutely nothing! Absolutely nothing! Nothing! That's
my attitude.
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Because? [Respect] Excellent. Deep respect for that person. Not
respect, profound respect for that person. You say respect, what
respect about that. You think about that. If you are really
respectful, you accept anything they do, you accept them as they

are. You don't try to change them.
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Who are we to tell people that they are wrong? Your habit
energy is that you can't wait to tell people that people are wrong.
You don't respect people enough. You always justify by saying

that I'm doing this because for their sake, it's not for me.
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You are fooling me. You are doing for yourself because you can't
stand it. See? You are imposing yourself on others in other words,
agree or disagree? [Vietnamese] I explain to them that they say
sometimes come they create karmas in the temple because they

don’t know.
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That's what happens, I explain to them that they say that we
should stop them. I say no it's ok. Why is that? Because part of
my work is that I have to assume responsibility from mistakes
that people make when they don't know. That's why [ have a

temple.

Because I know, I open a temple and people come and they like
this they like that. They dislike this, dislike that. Everything is all
mixed bag. But the point is that sometimes people make mistake
unknownly make mistakes. It carries some consequences. I as man
in charge have to assume it for them in order not to hurt them.
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Because I'm the one who want people to come to the temple to
come away with good experience, not a bad one. Because if I

allow you, because you lie to me, you go to the hells, that kind
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of things, you know the slicing tongue hell. You say, oh boy, this
monk is such a cruel.
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[ came to his temple, and you go to hell. When you go to hell,
you remember why you go there, by the way. When you go to
the hells, you remember by the time your very first moment you
enter the hells, you have this one thought, T'm here because" You
don’t believe me right now, but you willl
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When you get there, and then as soon as the torture begins, you
forget everything. You only hear, you only see and feel pain. That
one thought is all you have and you know. Then you remember,
boy that monk in Rosemead, he's a mean son of a gun. You let

me fall down here.
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That's why part of my work is that I need to assume
responsibility for that. I need to repent for you on your behalf.
So think I do have nothing to do all day? I don't around
repenting all the time for the mistakes you made. Because you are

here on the temple ground, that you don't know.
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So that's the second type of repentance that is if you don't know
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specific things, that you don't have to come to me and tell me,
you know, I don't know I'm doing wrong. I don't care. If it's
wrong, now [ repent for you. That's the second type of
repentance by the way.
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That's why we recite that Sutra, evening ceremony, reciting in
order to repent the general kind of mistakes we made that we
don't know about. Alright. I don't know where I'm at anymore.
Too many questions at the same time. I got lost. I have 3 more
minutes. Any more questions?
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So I haven't finished my point yet. See? My point here is that
once you go to hells because you undergo retribution for your
karmic offenses for one hell, remember the stealing? Now you
have a lying so after that you go to the hell for the lying offense.
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That's why once you fall to the hells, you are gonna be down
there for long long time. Because of convenience. You see, they
are close to each other, by the way. You see, the nature of hell
retribution. Let's say you are supposed to go to the stealing hells.
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Ok? So far so good? You go and you suffer miserable, miserable
for long long time. I know it's tough for you first timers, why
this guy is talking about. Dante doesn't sound that bad. Dante has

inferno. We Buddhist are much more intense. Very detailed, too,

graphics.
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After you undergo retribution of 1 hell here, you are on the way
out. Guess what? The next hell is on the way out. I'm serious.
They are lining up for you. That's what's amazing in hells
retribution. Does it make sense to you or not?
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You don't have to travel. It's on the way out. Because it's

convenient. You remember? You lie, so, you steal, you pay. And

you lie. Because it's related, it's right next to it.
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You are laughing now, you get down there. They say, they all
laughing. We all stole by the way. And you lie, too right? [of
course] You see? That's why you have to repent. You really have

to repent. This is why.
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I'm just like you. I stole, I lied. I'm no different from you. That's
why I repent like crazy. It's the fundamental of life. I don't know.
['ve seen people, I've met people so wealthy, so powerful. This
guy here I know is a CEO of big company, big insurance

company. Very powerful. He breathes fire.
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One day, he found out that he has a colon cancer. This is about
30 years ago. Colon cancer is not, no good chances. You know
what? The money, the power meant nothing. He became so
scared. It's amazing. This man is a proudest man. Nothing fazes
him. He's fearless.
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Then he became fearful of death. I saw that oh my goodness,
what for? People always so forget big picture. Like wise Chinese
man saying [ take from you, I steal from you, the hells are
waiting from me. Remember tonight's lesson. Hells are waiting for
me! The stealing hells are waiting for me.
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It's practical knowledge. You think Buddhism here we spend time
to talk about nonsense? We talk about our relevant of life. That's
what Mahayana is about. You see it's not about detaching.
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It's about solving the issues you have so that. We cannot talk
about happiness yet. Let's not talk about detaching yet. Let’s talk
about the important things about lack of suffering first. Alright

any final question. I'm 5 minutes over already.
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In conclusion, there's something called morals, make sense, to
absorb, do decent things. be decent person. You don't get in

troubles with that. Good things will happen to you.
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Allow me to be blunt with you. Bad things happen to you
because you are not a good person. You are not doing good
things. you are doing bad things to others. That's why bad things
come to you, ok.
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You know that wise Chinese man, he's rather undergo thirst and
hunger than create bad karmas. That's why the thirst and hunger

are only temporary, very short duration. Compared to the hell

retribution.
23 WAe dqe oy Ae] RorEs WnEe Zedd 2

People forget the consequences so much bigger than the benefits.
People are so distracted by the small gains. That's what the
Chinese wisdom is about. You see the small gains and compare

against the larger consequences, larger cause.
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ojoe] YBE WEFch 33 Aol Aslat vtz 13 Pyt 3
e olole mA 2w o 2 A3 o 2 YU uades 2
ok

This is why in our lifestyle, we learn a lot about this actual
association of the karmas you create. For example, you steal.
There are certain consequences to along with that. I talk about

the hell is consequence.
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There are specific consequences that's Why once you understand
those things, you become careful, you become wiser. Yes, one
more question here. [Vietnamese] She said what about a person
who's always complaining about pain in their hand. Maybe they

stole a lot?

[ said [laughing] It's from the wound that's healing from the
hand being cut from the prior lives. Personal. Alright, thank you
for coming. I think we should stop here. It's getting late. I wish
you have a very nice weekend.
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